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SALTMARSH| § 
_ Keturned from the Dead, . 
In Amico Philalethe. 
OR, 
The ReEsur RECTION of 


JAMES 


® Thea polile, : 


Out of thOM@rave of Carnall Gloffes, for the 
Correction of the univerfall A poftacy, which 
“cruelly buryed him who yet liveth. - | 
Appearing mthe comely Ornaments of his Fifth 
| Chapter, in an Exercife, June 4. 1654. wl 
Having laid by his grave Clothes, in a defpifed Village 
remote from £ NGL AND, but withing well, and 
_ heartily defiring the true profperity thereof. b: 
John in. 25. 


I am the. Refurreétion and the Life , be that believeth in. me, 
though be were dead, yet fhaii be live. 
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BROWN 


JOHN Caption 


To my honoured and beloved friends in London, 

who in a folitary feafon in that populous Citie, 

were fo great refrefhment unto me, by their unde- 
Served fociety. i 


fee" Flereas of late I received letters from fom 
{gfz| of you, wherein I read that name, which 
£5\| is as an oyntment poured out, cau fing the 
: ae parties to whom it appeares, to fallin 
love therewith , carrying init a fj pirit which can | 
produce a reall prefence, where there is anabfence © 4 
in bodily refpeéts : and that not only in ref pect of 
divine nature fimply confidered, but alfo in point 
of Chriftian relations and refpe&s, which is never 
defticute of humane, confidered therein, and con- 
verfant therewith otherwije . the goings forth of ft 
the’ {pirits of the Saintscould notbe peculiar, and it 
diftin& from that of the wicked, which the di- f 
vine and omni potent power reachethalfo ; There. 
fore the Saints communicate in prayers, interce Ti. - 
ons, fupplication, & giving of thanks, fo asa ftran. 
ger cannot intermeddle therewith, nor with thee ee 
joy arifing there-from. ee 
_ And whereas fome of you requefied mee to. 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. — | 


write unto yeu concerning the opening of a por- 
tion of the word of God , which fome years agoe 
urged my fpiric , and put me into travell co bring 
forth but Satan hindered : Your letters vificed me 
‘immediately upon the employment of my {pirit 
in another portion of the word of God, which was — 
then the proper ftrength I walked by,which made ~ 
me to think ic might be a refrefhment unto you 3, 
which I could not lay afide, till God. opened ano.. 
ther into which I might enter. Neither could wee 
depart from that place till che cloud removed »1n- 
{o-much that I was forcibly con {trained to employ 
my felfe about the inftruments and fervices of the 
Tabernacle, to bring the fightthereof unto your 
felvesin the firft place. : And fo made bold to fet 
upon the writing of it, yea when others flept, be- 
caufe of my daily occafions;and when it was. writ, 
L was much urged to endeavour the printing of it, 
that fo it might come to more view : and being it 
was written in haft , and fo would be tedious. to 
‘read, | confented thereto;alchough there is nothing 
which I have fpoken in publique fince {aw your 
faces, but I could as freely commend it unto you. 
The occafion ofthe Ark pitching upon this place, 
which me-thinks looks like Elim in this wildernes, 
wherethereare twelve fountains of water, and 70. 


Palm. 


_ Samrat 


The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
Palm-trees, Numb. 33.9. For our Apoftle writes 
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‘to the twelve Tribes, out of which we may draw 


plenty of the water of life : and there is perfection 


_and fulnefs of palm trees, from which you may ga- 


ther plenty of branches, to carry as fignes of victo- 
ry, not only of the abatement of that deluge of 
wrath, but alfo of overcoming by faith this pre- 
fent world, for Faith is the vi&ory whereby we do 
it. I fay the occafion of the Arke pitching on this 
place was this ; 

“We being met together to exercife our felves in 
the word of God and prayer , there was one who 
occafionally named this Chap. and read fome pare 


of ic, in which a@ion the {cope of it feemed to 0-— 
_penit felf unto me ; andro deale plainly and faith- 


fully with you, my thoughts had never been for. 
merly upon any part of it, fo.as intending to ex. 
prefie'my felfe fromir, but only af] have read itas 
other hiftories and writings of the word of God, 
Whereupon fry {pitit was moved preiently to 
fpeak from it what i did receive, andimmediately 
uttered co the fame effeét, which I have in the fol- 
lowing lines commended unto you, out of my 
love unto you, and engagements bey ond my ex- 


_ pfeffior, moved hereunto by your lovieg & chri- 
ftian-like lerrers, jo) ning themfelves unto me like 


Philip 


3 S 


| : 4 Philip co the Chariot of the Exnuch,upon the de- 


livery ofit, encouraging my heart hereunto, which 
otherwile. I had not cakenupon me, left ic thould. 
have been thought a worke nor werthy your ac- 
ceptance. sede: | 
But if you pleafe to. take the payns carefully to. 
peruteit, Edoubc not but it may give occafion of 
further thoughts unto-you , then can be expreifed 
mfofmall avolume; it may point (as with a 
finger ) unto fuch things , as to write them the 
world wouldnot contayn the books , the matrer 
being of an infinite and an eternal] nature, holding | 
proportion with Melchifedech, who is without be- 
ginning of dayes, or end of life. Thertorethe world 
cannot contain it, unto whom this Scripcure,as un- 
der the motion of the cloud hath brought us, where 
we now abide, Heb. 7. For. ocher place of our a- 
bode, [ may not ftgnifie unto. you; for fome of 
our Neighbours have protefled before the ftate of 
England, that the place of our bodily aboad is a 
now ens, that it hath no being :. and orhers have af- 
firmed that we are no people, not affording us fo 
much as God givesto the Canies , which he ca!ls a 
people, thougha {mall people,yer they make cheir 
abode in the Rocks ; and it is chat rock of Ages, in 
whom only we defireco be found, & to take thefe 
: - courte- 


~ 


~The Epiftle Dedicatory. : 
courtelie as patiently, as we do other kindneffes 
under which we yet abide, asin that point of ba- 
nifhment, only fer fuch m4tters as in the follow- 
ing [peech we tender unto you. ) 

Whereas you make mention ofa Sermon prea- 
ched from the Prophefie of Ifaiah, {peaking of the 
new heavens and the new earth, in che reftauration 
of the Church ; from which it was concluded, that 
{uch an excellent eftate of Religion was to come 
hereafter, as never yet appeared, which fome could - 
not be fatisfied in ftch Expofition or Conclufion : 
we fee it to be not onely the cosmmon do€lrine, but 
deceipt allo of the world, not to give Chrifta pre- 
fent being , but hold men in expe@ation, asin the: 
ancient Jews, who when be appears, feek his rnine, 
and thar is the top of that {pirit. 

By uew heavens and new earth in that place,we 
underftand the ftate of Chrift, or of that holy a= 
étion or ChriStianity, that as the vifible heavens & 
earth (to which he alludes.) make a compleat and 
fruitfull world, even fo do God & man in Chrift 
make one durable and fruitfull condition, wherein 
righteoufne/s dwells , as our. Apoftle witneffeth, 
which aecording to that law of the fpirit, is ador- 
ned with infinitely more relations, operations, and 
_ vertues. then’ all the Creations in Heaven and 
Earth can fet forth , which hee calls new, 
a not 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
not with refpeét unto thefe vifible ; bute with 
re{pe& unto thar oldneffe of the letter, and admj- 
niftrations according to the carnall Connnand, woh 
the Apoftle calls old , becaufe it is weak , fading, 
and ready to vanifh away, and {fo is called the olde 
heavens, Gy the old earth that paffe away, and that 
Miniftry which exercifeth according to thar, being 
ever conicientious ofthe prefene want of the glo- 
ry and power of God in it, 1s conftrained to form 
atime tocome, which will attayn thereunto , or 
elfe it could gayn no acceptation in the world, but 
_ through Conception of hopes which are like the 
| {piders web. ! | 
But the Miniftry of the fpirie according to thac 
word of life, gives prefent being to the thing it 
expreffeth, or elfe ir carriesnot in it that power of 
God, the nature of whofe word was ever fo to do, 
and ever will be, and they are fayd tobe new. _ 
Firlt, becanfe of the ground thereof , for they re- 
new themfelves only by meanes of that which is an- 
tiquity it felfe ; for inthe unity of God and manin 
the faith of Chrift, the fpirit of God being an in fi- 
nite fountaine, muft ever give out it felfe by new 
operations, and not as one in want , to gather up a- 
gaine the fame thing in all refpects conjidered , in 
which he hath been formerly exercifed, no more then 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
a living fountaine gathers up the fame water al- 
ready ventedto diftribute it againe : and by reafon 
of this infinite and eternity of {pirit and life, the 
foule of a Chriftian, or this f{pirituall ftate and con- 
dition in Christ, 4 in an eternall aG} of newneffe, 
like that new contuandentent that the Apoftle 
writes of , and that old commandement which is 
fron the beginning- 

Secondly, they are new according their mauner of 
being ; for in what point of the Gofpel foewer Chrift 
is wade, it ftands of as firme grounds of aboad , and 
as impo {fable to remove as heaven and earth: aud we 
know that the very nature of the earth eftablifbeth 
it felfe in its repayring unto the Center, in {uch fort 
hath God eftablifbed the ftate of bis fons ¢ dangh- 
ters 5 and yet when another point of the Gofpel is 
made utanifeft, itis uponlike ground, but to be ta- 
ken in as differing aref{pe, and variety of furni- 
ture and glory, 45 though it were another world, and 
foinevery appearance of Chrift , it bath his whole 
and compleat condition comprehended aud compri- 
wed inthe fame, asthe whole world is inthe bea- 
wens and the earth, for Chrift, or chriftianity is 12 
ver picce-meald. | 

As jor example ; If he be revealed as Father, 
with ref, pect toa. Sou, it hath the whole furniture 
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The Epifile Dedicatory. 


of heaven and earth, the whole eftate of Chri, 
as Husband with refpett to a Spoufe , aie 
is the furniture of the whole world; for itis Chrift 
whois all inall, if as King , with refpe to fub- 
jects, therets whole Chrift, al chriftianity is to be- 
found there inbodyed : and foin all points wha fo 
ever, elfe Chrift is inot preached as all in every 
thing ; no office or operation of Chrift, but it bath 
in it whole Chrift, and fo ought to be revealed, elfe 
we preach abumane Chrift, and not divine, acav- 
nall Chrift, and not a {pirituall, a 

And where itis fayd, the new beavens and the 
new earth which £ will: make; the word may os 
iruly be read, which 1 do make, or which 1 have 
made > For it is fefus Chrift yefterday, and to day, 
and the famefor ever. 

So that as the ftate of Chriff which is the eter- 
nall Son, nuft needs remayn , fo fball the fruitfull 
condition of this eState , therefore their name and 
their feed muft remayn, like heaven imname or an~ 
thority, for operation or power : and as the earth, to | 
conceive @ bring forth the fruits of righteoufnefs, 
as that which is ever in motion, for therenering of 
the glory and fame thercof, : but I doubt aot but 

fomething inthe {peech following will give farther 
light to this point, then now we have time to mani- 
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The Epifile Dedicatory. 
feft. Only note thus much ; that fuch Doktrine as 

fets forth a time to come, of wore worth and glory 
then either is,.or bath been 3 fuch Do€irine keeps the 
Manna till tomorrow, to the vreeding of worites in. 
at : Yeait bath init that worm that dyes not, for tf 

Chrift our Pafs-ower be eaten according to the law 
of the {pirit, there is nothing to be left tall the mors 
ning : Awd if it be the bread that comes dowue front 
heaven, it muft becompleaily eaten at prefent, and 
there wil be no want to morrow, for it fals anew, G 
afre/b, otherwife the word of God, that food of hea- 
ven iscorrupted , by referwing that for to morrow, 
which belongs to this prefent day : and in ibe. fixe 
dayés labour , in the operations of God , we bave 
plenty to feed ons In the fewenth, as a ceflationfroue : 
all our own works, keeping a perfect Sabboth unto 
God, fo that the kingdome of Chrift is to be declared, 
and whole poffeffzon and prefent enjoyment given, 
and yet it is a Kingdometo come : Sothat wee have 
it in expectation as to come, as well as we fetch it up 
from that eternall-effate of the Son, to give il a pre- 
fent being , for if wee have it not as fron the firft, 
and to the laft, we give it not its prefent being , and 
then uo Kingdoute of Chrift 5 for no man can ntake 
him the firft and the laft, that is, eternaxe the Son, 
but be ntuft-give hin a prefent being without inter- 
mi ffron of a moment of time.  Deare 

on 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory, © 


Dear friends, let me intreat you to read and con. 


Jider, and lend mee your help in the way of interpre. 
tation y for there is no leffe need of that in him that 
hears , then in him that [peaks sinhim that reads, 


then in him that writes , for the li obt muft {bine in 


hin that heares, or reads , as well as in him that 


Speaks or writes, or elfe it is not fruitfull unto him. 


Por we fee by that light fet up in our felves, which 
God hath made our owne, and not as the fi ame i oht 


isin another : Therefore if you gather any coutfor= 


table fruit from what is fayd , let it be as your owne 
worke by the {pirit of Chrift, and not as mine. I 
have only endeavoured to put the Manna into the 
Arke, and there only you Joall find it, compleatly in 
the pot, like the oylein the crufe , and meale in the 
barrell, lafting to preferve life , and incorrupted 
unto this day : Which if any thing that is fayd may 
feem to dirett you unto, then Ihave my reward,and 
fo L humbly take my leave, and ever vemayne yours 
in all fervices of love, in our only beloved, 
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‘To my much refpeeted and honou-. 
red friends in and about Lyzue in Norfolke, in 
whom I have perceived grave and joyfull Ac- 
clamations at the publication of the Golpel. 


Deare and loving friends, 

aCe = Our carriage towards me, or rather to~ 
ne Cee: wards the truth of God, was fuch, 
HEY (asa) when Iwas for abort time among you, 
Leg Rherts| that it 7 4 {ufficient engagement to 
=~ bind me over for ever to be yours. Doe 
nottbinke, that my not writing unto you , being at 
fuch a diftance, # any abatement of wey love and re- 
{pect : No, it hath rather kindled my heart, and fil. 
Jed it with employments otherwife towards you, 
which hath not ceafed continually to paffe over the 
great Ocean to converfe with you in fpivit, & witb 
God Almighty on your bebalfe , whom I love inthe 
truth, andit would be the joy of my foule to beare of 
your profperity therezn , which I may not doubt of, 

or call it into queftion. 
And it would not alittle revive me , if the Lord 
pleafed to cut ont a way thereto, to fee your faces be- 
fore I fall afleep, and ceafe to converfe with thefe 


terrene thin OS. # — bean- 


~~ "TheEpiftleDedigatory, = = = 

L cannot in the wcane feafon but commend thefe — 
few following lines unto your Chriftian confiderati- — 
on 5 which if they were the laft words I were to 
breath out inthis world, F could as a legacy freely 
commit and bequeath thent unto you. 

Toumay pleafeto fee inthe former Epiftle, what 
occafioned them to conte fo farre abroad , and not to 
feent to abide within the confines of afew defpi fed 
people, as the reft of our poore endeavours feemto 
takeup, andmake it their aboad. Vonchfafe your 
pays toread them I befeech you, as a token of my 
uny cigned love, and liften unto God for interpretati- 
on, who wil not faile to be alight unto you , and in 
them : You fball fee what manner of food my foule 

lives by inthis remote wilderneffe, which I doubt 
not but will be relifbed by you, though in a populous 
Town or Citie. Bey Hae eS 

Now the God of peace fill you with all peace and 

joy. in believing, Amen. cage 


So prayeth he who is ever yours, - 


5. G. 
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The Fifth C nap t ER of ams 


JAMES 


Y IRST, Obferve the Coherence and connex. - 
> ion of this Chapter, with that which goech 
+. immediately before) wheretn our -Apofile . 
‘tells.us what is che proper (pirit, and pra~. 
Gice.of the men of this world, who are de= 
{cribed unto us by their feeking after car- 
nal.and corruptible riches 9 Inthe negle@ of 
NLR ’”. the durable and unfeding treafury. 2 
Therefore they. refolve in the latter end of the former Chap-.. 
Cer, £0 gee out into (uch a City, and to buy and fell, and get gaine ; that. 
is, to calt themfelves into fuch a forme and. Order, wherein 
through their exchange and trafiique inthe things proper toa 
| €tecature, they may get an advantage to ‘advance themfelves ag 
+ fuch as are more excellent and eminent then others , and yet in. 
. the meane time are ignorant of the event and fuccefle of things ; 
for they know not what will he to morrow , that is) what iffue is ine, 
— witably annéxed to their Works and endeavours: 
For bedeclares unro them, that they are as uncertain of the if 
fue as they are-ofcheic life, whichis but us a vapour, Or as a breath 
spat doas © slag B 
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( asthe word fignifies ) that vanifheth in the ayre and comes to 
_ nonght: So uncertayne ie every carnall man of his owne fpiric 
whatit is, or what will become ofis, though it grows up with bim, 
- and is of bim, and be cannot be ‘feparated from it ; yet knows he not 
what itis, nor the ching whereby he maintains it; being the very 
vani(hing of the life and {pirit of the Son of God, throughthein- . - 
fiauations and wiles of chat Serpent and evill one, of whofe con- | 
ficution, {pirit and practice he himfelf is, preferring things fnb- 
Bass ns carnall fence of greateft excellency and moft to be dee ~ 
fired. a on es ¢ Rae as # ; 
| Whereas they ought to fay, if the Lord will we (hall live and do this or = 
et that; that is,the¢hing-to be fought atrer, is che will, or law of 
; i. God, even that law of the fpirit of life which is in Chrift Fefus our 
Ss 2 Lord, whereby we live and receceive ability todo every good and 
| > acceptable thing. — . g@ 43 Bae} 
But contrasily, they glory in their boaftings ; that is, they glory, 
= rejoyce, and make i¢ehetr onlytreafiire co prave theméelves, as 
7 3 the word doafbiignifies; that iss they count che-things proper to 
: 2 the creature to,be their chief treafure and excellency, and-not the 
things of the Creator. Hc ; ms 
> All {uch rejoycing. or glorying ( faith he) w evill ; chat is to fay, 
of is of that evill one, namely the Devill. | 
i Whence he infers ,: That be that knows to do‘ good, and doth it not, to 
/@ _ bim it és finne ; chat is, he that cannet but acknowledg that the - 
- _ things that are of God, which fade not; nor vanifh away, are the 
chiefe and principall good to be defired and fought afrer, and pre- 
th ferved above the things of the Creature, and accordingly to be 
i rejoyced and gloryed in, in the poffeflion’of them’, and yet not- 
i withftanding he chiefly prefers and glories in the things of the 
| Creature more then they 5 this.is the fin.of the world, that idoli- 
' zing of the Creatare, and fetcing ie in the place of the Creator, 
| | which is not to do, or not te be ; that goodneffe that is of God, but 
| 
: 


AAs 


is properly the evill of that wicked one: For who knowes not 
that it is good to feck after, and to have ere&ed the beft Citic or- 
der, to be poffeffed of the richeft treafure 5 to be encamped in the 
ftrongeft Hoft, to be invefted wich the wifeft Councell, and to be 
honoured with the moft Princely dignity, | 

And yet who is it, that prefers, and principally endeavours af- 
ter in all his travells and negotiations, chas order compoled | 

| : - Go 


t et 


) ited 
God in Chrift Jefas, that Citie of the living God, the chick? and 
— moft eminent order that ever was, who isit that trades for thofe 
ereafures confifting of thofe divine and fupereminen: excellencics 
compiled.and topped upin that inexhauftible Store-houfe of the 
Sonne of God:: and who is he that imbodyerh himfelfe in that 
Army confifting of that bundred forty and faure thoufand following the 
Lamb on mount Zion, bearing the flagge of their Fathers power and 
authority wricsen in their fore-heads, openly proclaiming their 
courage and magnanimity to be of God, and not°of man? and 
‘where isthe chat prefers; and is found in that generall Affembly of the 
firft born of God, a8 the choifeft counfell and moft grave advice ex- 
tant, having an equall Royalty and intereft in all things ghac 
concern the government of the Kingdome , and. of that Ci,ie, ba- 
ving a foundation, whofe builder and maker is God. 

In a word, put all thefe things together, and whatfoever is re- 
ally and eternally good, in that one Chrift of God, who is the founs 
taine and alfo the Center to which all things tend and fland on 
tip-toe to ftretch chemfelves unto him, that are of God. : 

» And whois hethac kknowe not that Chrift Jefus, who # God 
blefjed for ever, is the chiefe and moft defirable'good'to be gloryed 
in; and yet doitnot, fuch are concluded under finne by the verdi& 
of che fpirit ef God in our Apofile ; that is, fuch as know the bef 
thing isso be preferred and fought for, though with the negle& 
and loffe of all other things (as be that found the pearl in the field, 
fold all that bee bad to purchafe that field _) even fo he that cannot but 
confefle God to be beft of all, and-yet prefers his traffique in {ome 
other-chings before his attaynment of that, yea caufing che things 
of God to ftand afide and give way to his vaine and lofty lufts (of 
what nature or kind foever) to fatisfie chem : That man doth not 
the good which he acknowledgeth, or as the word will beare, be 
# it nots that is, he is not of the faith of Jefus, he is not fated ia 
the condition of the Son of God, who feeks only to do the will 
of che Father, and prefers and glories in that above all chings; 
and he chat doth not that, he is of thar evil] one, and doth the 
things that are proper unco him, being under the ftate and power 
, Of finne, which is as atranficion into the fifth Chapter. 

Wherein obferve two things. 
Fir, Tbe generall (cope. 
Secondly, The particular parts of it. 
} VA » a et 
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. 11, For the fcope or end to which ‘the: purpofe of the Spirie is | 
dire&ed, and that is the death or crucification of che Son of God, 
that Fuftone, ashe isintitled, ver/, 6. And he that thal] take the 
{cope and drift to be otherwile , he miffech of that mark which 
the Spirit of God direéts unto, and thoots his fhafts in vaine, and. 
this death is layd down untous, and forus ina double refpe&. 
’ 2. For che parts of chis Chapter, and they.are properly four. 

_ 1. The firft fers down unto us, the death of Chrift as ‘he is cru- 

cified in the @orld, by wicked bands , ar corrupt adminiftrations 

through the Jufts of men, unco the decay-and death of that lap a 
the Jpirit of life ( whichis in Chrift Jefus ‘our Lord’) in, and by ‘the 


men of the world,asonce the body of Jefus was crucified and kil- 
reechable ted doGrinally,by thofe wicked Jews and all forts of people then sy 
rinse! united in one, and this is contained fromthe firft verfeto the fer ~ 
| Ws ch 24 He) haan Abe denen abieaets des be ) | 
Se. It conraines thedepth of. the Lord Jefus, as: he is crucified 
to the world in refpe& of the fleth: that is, to all carnallandcor- 
rupt things contained in the lap of the. carnall commandement ,- and 
band. writing of humane Ordinancs which is againft us, and therefore 
i a nailed unte bis Groffe: And thus he is {laine in the Saints y even in 
. all the Subjects that appertaine and. belong. to his Kngdome, 
a i _ which confifls not of the matters. and affaires of ‘this: pretent 
4 world, and this is expreffed from ver/. 7. to the 12. | | 
i _ 3+ It gives out an eminent and .univer{all Prohibition »back- =| 
i ed with an exhortation , together with che danger enfuilig the 
il not obferving thereof, and that is contained in ver fe 12. | 
4 le fets beforre us, or rather romidgeth our hearts to finde 
outinus, and to bring forth by us thofe excellent and admira- 
ble fruits which {pring up in the godly from thé death: of Chrift, 
and obfervation of the prohibition abovefaid. The Irradian 
beams whereof are fhed forth from vere 12s tothe end: of the E- ie 
pifile. bir) gee METABO a ; 
E And firft of the death of Chrift, as he is -crucified in the world, : 
in refpe& of his proper {pirit and vertne, & that by wicked'hands __ 
and sdminiftratione both of Jewes and Geutilesy that is, fuchas , 
are ftriG in Religion according to the literall command and hi- 
floricall notion, being engaged thereroby chat fpiric of bondage, 
~ and of fear, and others loofe and licentious, not having the bond 


of the fpirit of God upon them. But ufing che libercy of the Go- 


» 
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{elves thereby to all exceffe of ryot in the inordinate ule of carnal 
and vanifhing things thac perifb.in the ule, and this is done by. 
men of all ranks and qualities , thar are not become one in thas 
chiefe and principal goodnes ; reckoning themf{elves as nothing 
in account, but as themfelves ; their place, auchority,:nd dignity 

‘takes irg being , and is fummed up in chat State, ofhice, and dig- 
nity of che Sonne of God, otherwife they are fuch as glory and 
boat in themfelves, which rejoycing is evil, namely of that wick- 
ed one 3 wherefore he faich, ver f. ie | 


- Verf..1+ Go toonow yee tichmen, weepe and bowle for yeur 
miferies that {ball come upon you, 


\ Uc Apoftle here expreffech himfelfe to the wealthy of the. 


worldas rich men, or collectively (Rich man ) as of all 
in one; that is, man of Sin, or men of Belial, who greed and gripe 
- after all manner of good ( falfely fo called )in che negle& of that 
oneand alone goodneffe in Chrilt, that one thing neceffary, that 
better or beft part, which can never be taken from him , who 
choofeth is as his chiefe and only treafure. 7 
But to make choife of, and to rejoyce and glory in, a3an on- 
ly and rich trade and treafure befides that , is to ftiflle in them- 
felves, and fuffocate the life and fpiric of the Lord Jefus, which 
is thereby extin&, andin them breaths not. ' 
He bids them therefore, Go toa mow, or come on, as if he would, 
encourage them in their courfe. Alike phrafe isufed; Gen. 1¥. 
at'the building of Bubell, Go toe now, or come On; givea word 
of exhortation and encouragement one to another for the far- 
therance of your worke: Asifhe fhould fay, Take-your liberty, 
ufe your zecuttomed trade and traffique to get and gather in aq 
bundance of y our corruptible riches, that moth and ruft can feize 
upon ; and {pare no pains, miffe ofno opportunity to make your 
felves excellent, and glory in ics only withthis provifo, namely 
that you will affure your {elves of the income and proper re=. 
curn, together*with your adventure, and this your practice, up= 
‘on that condition, tave your bft advantage, and full {wingein 
your courfe, for the jaft ccfifts you not, as isexpreffed, vere 6, 
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for the Gofpel of God is!not a hinderer of wickedneffe in the 
men of Belial, "no more then the fop which Chrift gave to Fudas, 
together wich his {peech thereupon , What thou doft do it quickly, 
hindered him not in the execution of fo traycerous an offic. ; for 
it is a favour of death unto death unto the unbelievers,and of no Jefe 
power to accomplifh it, through that fpiric which is in the 
world, chen itis of vertue to be a favour of life unto life inthe 
Saints chrough that fpiric which is in them : And it is ag anpofii~” 
_-blethat one member of that body of finne fhould cometo the 
knowledg of the truth, a3 ic is thac any one of the chofen of God 
fhould be deceived with errour and wiles of Sathan, which Chrift 
affirms it 7 wnpoffible they foould be deceived. eet 
For-as Chrift keeps his family intire and compleat; So that none 
of them is loft but that fonne of perditésn , that the Scripture might be 
fulfilled, in point of wrath proportionable to grace and mercys 
which fonne of perdition ( comprehending all the children of | 
deflru&ion ) was loftonce and for ever. Wa Messed Net). 
Even fo doth Anticbrift mayntaine his inteteft in all the feed of 
the Serpent, and parceth with none, only that loft fheep of the 
houfe of Ifrael, asa brand is plucked out of the fire, being found to be 
_ one of che flock of God once and for ever. . toh 
Wet No marvell then, though our Apoftle faich, Go too now, unto 
__ the wicked and wealthy (in point of Pharifaical excellencies) for 
as the ftase of death and darkneffe difcovered by the Gofpel, doth | 
fharpen and provoke the godly unto joy & thankfulnefs for their 
deliverance and efcape therefrom : Even fo doth the fate of life 
| | and peace difcovered in the Saints by che fame Gofpel tharpen & 
( 
| 


provoke the wicked to enmity and defpair,which is the expelling 

of the {pirit of God, & quenching ibe fame.in themfelves: Therefore . 
he bids them weep & bowl for the mifery that cometh upon them ; here- 

by, and by weeping he fignifies unto them the departure and lofe 

of all good, even that life of the Lord Jefus., whom they crucifie a 

frefh unto themfelves, and make a mock of bim, in whofe lifeall good . 

neffeis treafured up, and comprehended, which unto them g va- | 

nifbed as a vapour s therefore he bids them weepe, for the lofle of | “| 
good cauleth rear::and by howling, he minds them of that prefent 
wrath and torture which abides upon them, and poffeffeth them ; 
which however it may Jy¢ as Dormant for atime, yet this fin of 
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killing Chrft in the Spirit, is the fame with chat of Caines killing 


his brother, and lies at the door, as the proper and only in-lee 
of che deluge of Gods wrath into the foule, and indeed inro the 

world. - eed, 

For it cuts off the Sonne of God from being propagated and 

brought torch in the world, according to the fpirie and power 

_ proper to himielte ; as chat wicked a& of Cain cut him off from 
Gain brought forth in hie geneologie after the Hc(fh, in the way 


> of Abel, and fo makes a nullity of Schin , that makes all chings, 


and therefore mufthave all guiltin it, which is the doore and 
‘En-let for execution of vengeance : Therefore he adds, for tbe mi- 
_ fery that ball come upon you 5 or as the word may be read in the pre- 
“fent tenfe, i Come upon yousFor in chefe twain, that Is to fay, in the 
Joffe of all good, anid the pof:ffion of all evill, perfect mifery and 
wretchednefledoth confit. The word tranflated Howle in the 
Hebrew is Shadad, and fignifies to defiroy ; of which Zadai ie de= 
rived, a title given unto God fignifying power, or Almighty ; 
and here is an elegant allufion unto the ecymologie of the origi- 
nal! phrafe ufed by the Prophets, fignifying unto us, that no lets 
then Gods Almighty power is exereifed and put forth to the ut- 
moft, in the {catering and deftru&ion of all fuch as ftifle che Son 
of God in the breathings of his holy Spirit in themfelves, by pre- 
ferring & glorying in other things betore it 5 or as it is in others, 
by vilifying, contemning, and perfecuting ic, whereupon the 
next phrafe is brought in, viz. 3 


“Verf. 2. Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are 
motheaten. ie 


Hat ie, all the fabftance they enjoy, boaft of, and glory in, is 
putrified and changed from that which otherwife, and elfe- 
where itis ; for they adulterate the holy word of God unto them- 
felves, by fubjecting and proftrating the fame unto their owne 
lufts, of pride, cruelty, and vain-glory , as though fuch things 
_ were the naturall fruits ofic ; they bring them forth , and alfo 


noyrifhand fofter them by it, asa Harlot doth a child inan a 


dulcerous way ; that is, after the way of the letter, that kills, and 
not in the way of the Spirit, that gives out che life of the Lord Je- 
fixe : : 7 Ther- 


oe ae 
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rupted , and are become the proper mammon of iniquitie 


their cftates and reckonings, to advance the 


| C84 

Therefore it is that above he calls chem adulterers and adulteref- 
fes, celling chem that the love of the world is enmity with God, that ie, 
‘that which the world counts Jove in the heighc and top of affe Gi- 
on, is the proper malice and enmity of Caine, whereby he kills 


~and crucifies him who is-not afhamed to call his Saints biethren, 


being fle{h of their fle(b, and bone of their bone. — Fe Testis 
And we muft know.chat there is a unity in the Harlot, as well 


agin the true Efpoufall; For bee that iz joyned unte an harlot is one 


flefb, for two ( faith he ) fhall be one fle(b. eee ites 
By cwaine there, is not means creature and creature joyned 
together, but God and the Creature are become one in that way 
of the harlot; that is, they are become one carnall, corrupt, and 
finfull eftate 5 for there is as ncerea unity becween God.and man, 
in chat man of Sin unto all unrightecufneffe, in Prophaning all 
the holy chings of God unto deftru@ion , in which the holy one 
is cleare from being a proper ator or agent in any of them all, 
as there is in Chrift thet man of God, unto all righteoufneffe and 
holinefle, by fetting finfull man apart to.all honoar in falvation, 
whereby being joyned unto the Lord, is made one Spirit with bim; thae 
is, they twayn are but one holy, happy, and righteous eftare and 
condition, wherein man fs excluded from being any proper a» 
gent or aor, -as in any thing proper and natural] to the Crea~ 
ture; So that man pucrifies and corrupts the Son of Godin him- 
felfe through principles and aptitudes of mind proper toa Crea- 
ture, but not unto God, fadjeCing the things of God to the law 
of the carnal! Commandement » Haturally ingraffed and writ. 
ten in-mane fpiric, which is the law of fin and death, . Rs sere 
And Ged fan@ifies and makes holy nian in_himfelfe through 
principles and aptitudes proper to the Creator himfelfe, and noe 
unto che Creature, by fubjeCting ic to the will of God according 
to his wifdome, which is thar face. of righteou(nefle, and law 
of the {piric of life, which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord. a 
The proper riches and excellencics of the world then are core 


¢3 for hows 
ever they may count upon truth to come within the compafle of 


by, yet it is corrupird untothem, for they bave changed the truth 
of God into a lye. : 


Indced they lay claime to J:fusas a Szviour, on whom they 
| he hang 


ir excellencies theres.“ ; 
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pang ail their vanifhing, carnall , and Spider-web like hopes. 


But heis corrupted, and asa moth in them, being become Sha- 
dad, or Shedim, a wafter and deftroyer. 


They monopolize Churches and Congregations of God unto — 


themfelves,buc they are corrupted,and are become Synagoguce of 
Satan, and an affembly of evill doers. , re 

For they are no true Church of Chrift, or congregation of the 
firft born of God ( whofenames are recorded in heaven ) that fo 
expound the word of God, as they can but apply fome one part 
thereof as their prefent ornaments and furniture, for they may ae 
well (as indeed they do) lay afide fome part of Chrift for the pre- 
-fent,and fo divide him,and make a nullity of him,as to lay afide 
fome part of the word of God’. as not in prefent ufe in their 
dayee, being a garment not holding proportion with their com- 
pofed body. 

But the true Charck knowes that the end of the Law is Chrift; 
and can tell how to adorn it felfein all ages, with thofe ancient 
orders extantin Abrabams family, as alfo with all the ornaments 
exercifed amongft thofe Princely Tribes, or Scepters of I/rael, as 
under the condu& of Mofes. and Aaron, Caleb and Fofhuab, Deborah 
and Barak, David aad Samuel, Chrift'and the Difciples, the Apo- 
files and all Nations. 3 3 

Yea, and as under the condu@ and miniftery of that Angelica! 

‘confticution and order fet forth unto them in that book of the 
Revelations, that all fha!l harmonize and agree as one joyfull and 
triumphant fong, and (hout of deliverance, righteou{nefle, and 
falvation. Dia 

And when the Sun of righteoufneffe lends his irradian beames 
through any of thefe bright clouds of witnefle , commending it 
felfeuunto us in any of thofe particular wayes of adminifiration, 
wherein the Saints of God have been exhaled and gathered up in- 
to unity and intimacy wich the Lord: Yea, when any of the 
Saints do Evangelize cut of any of the fore-named Adminiftrati- 

‘ons, they can effeftually and affumpcively exprefs that fignificans 
word Selab 5 which in a way of affeveration, as alfo of elevation 
of che fame thing, affirms it to havea prefent being, and reall ap- 
pearance, abiding without any end or ceffation thereof, of which 
nature the things proper to the Son of God «xift. 

~ And of fuch nature isthe word of God in all its wayes of ad- 


: 
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_minifiration , being rightly interpreted and {uch as manifett _ 
and declare it otherwife, they may indeed affume the riches and 
glory ofa Church, and boaft of it as thefedo, butitis a corrup=- 
ted, avani(hing, and vaporousone. | ta 
Therefore he faith, That their garments are motheaten, that is, all 
their honourable Ornaments, wherein che Minifter for che en- 
creafe and deifying of their corrupted treafure, are inervated, and 
voyd of vertue ; for the very fubftance, pitch, and marrow of 
them is confumed and wafted ; fo thac when thee put them on to 
appeare glorious, themtheir nakedneffe appears co allmen, {0 as. 
they glory in their fhame through minding earthly ibings, ox, 
[cis a gorgeous garment the world pucs on in that pointof — 
‘its Miviftry confifting of an imputed Righreou(neffe , refidentin 
another, but nocin him that confefleth ic ; this garment hath 
lyen folong in that Arke of Tradition, that itis moth-eatena the 
ftrengch and vertue of itis taken away, and it was brought out 
of the treafury of a carnal Chrift, who is fometimes prefenc with, 
and fonsetimes remote from his Church. So. thatin hisabfence —- 
_ they are forced to form unto themfelves an imaginary rightecu- , 
nefle ; for is is ameer Emedullatus, the pith and marrow of righ- 
teoufnefle is taken away. ae es 4 
For that righteoufneffe which is profeffed out of, or ata di- 
flance from the fpirit of Chriftianity , when or in whomf{oever. 
thac {pirit appears, is not che rigteou{nefle of him whois really 
prefent with, orin his Saints to the end of the world, that is, tO 
the ending and vanifhing of all fuch worldly and carnal] concep< 
tions in the publication of the Gofpel.. re 
For if we give another form co the righteoufnefle of Chrift, 
differing in the nature, efficacy, or dignity in the profeffor, from 
that which icis in the profefled, ic ig not the righteoufneffe which i 
by the faith of the fonne of God. Nea 
For as faith is alike reall and refidenc in all that come unto 
God, even fo is righteoufnefle , and He that comes unto God, muff. 
beleeve that God is that is, that he is that co him, or in him, that. - 
he comes unto him; for what ever itis, which is chat glorious 
reward or end given, or accomplifhed in all the diligent feekers - 
of him ; never did any come to God but by faith, for icis the hy- 
poltafis, or being of Godand man in oneand the fame conditi- 
- on; for it is faid of our {piritual David, He believed, and therefore 
b€ [Pake 5 we alfo believe, and we alfo peake, Faith. 
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_. Faith never differed in nature, form and vertue in any , for 
then it were not of God, but of the Creature, no moredorh righ- 
teouf{nefle; for where the righreoufneffe of God admits of diftiqn 
Gion in the fame relation and refpe&, as in point of juftification, 
if the man Chrift or Jefus ftand righteous before God, by a righ- 
reoufneffe in himfelte ; that is, in that individuall, andthe Saints 
of God ftand righteous by that which isin another, and not in 

~ that individual jaftified ; chat is noe the righteoufneffe of Chrift, 

itis not the fimplicicy ofhim, busig made a compound ; Chrift 
is made voyd to fuch. 

Chrift differs notin any of his excellencies whereever they are 
inufe, nor did he ever come.to deny the inberitance between bre- 
tbren, but to ftate the whole Kingdome entirely as upon one only 
fonne, in whom foever poffefleth any part thereof, even as the 
firft-born of God: but ifthe world (hould not go upon mans 
principles to make one man as a Monarchin heaven, it would 
harldly maintaine the Monarchies upon the earth. . 

But as ic is in the kingdome of God, foit is in all che things 
of God, and bis kingdome is an everlafting kingdome , and fo is his 
righteoufneffe ; but the Doors of the world have no ufe of their 
imputed righteoufnefle ; when once their inherent fan&iry is 
perfected, they may as well put an end to the Kingdome of God, 
and become companions of the bruit beafts, as to put an end to 


che ufe of any thing that appertayne and belongs to the Sonne of 


God in his Sainte. 7 : 

We conclude therefore, that imputed righteoufneffe in the 
worlds acceptation is a moth-eaten garment, a meer phylofo= 
phicall diftin@ion of Antichrift, to delade the world. 

Of like worth is the garment of their fan&tification » wherein 
they fo confidently enwrap themfelves, for they hold it to bea 
holineffe fubj<& to increafe and diminution ; and then ic muft be 
a creature-like holinefle, and nota God-like, which is holineffe 
of truth, or the truth of holinefle, whichis not found but in the 
Son of God, which cannot admit of abatements, for that is pros 
per toacreature from whofe ftrength procecds all their power 

_of performances. a; 

Againe, the holineffe profeffed by the world ( that is by cars 

nall men) may have the veriue and office of Prayerin ic, but 


not of prophefiealfo : and it may have the vertue & office of pres 
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phefieinit, but not the vertue of healing alfo ; this isa moth-ea- 
ten hotinefle, the vertue and power of che Son of Godis caten 
_outotic, Chriftis crucified in {uch according to the {piric.. 

_ Bor take away one of the vercues of Chrilt, and they all va- 
nifh, for he is that bundie of life bound up without parting, or 
any feparation : His veflure is feamelefle, and goes all one way by 
lot and inheritance, whether ic be the robe of mercy in his,or che 
garment of vengeance in them chat fo crucifie him , it may. not be 
divided, ss al | 

_ So that he who denies 2 Chriftianto have power and authori- 
ty from Godto publith and preach unco. the world the my ftery 


of {alvation, contained in the Gofpel, may. as well deny him 


power to pray, or to believe, or the grace of remiflion of his fing, 
expreficd and declared in thofe glad tidings. eu sae 
__For the grace of Chriftis as truly colle@ive in the fabGftance 
of ir, as diftsibutive ; whofotver therefore receives freely ,. thac 
parcy hatha like vertue alfo freely to give. | 
Moreover ihe world (mbo by wifdome know not God) teach by thac 
wifdome that a Chriftian may be poffefled with, and-have the en- 
joyment of the fpiric of Chrift, thae holy {piric of che Son of 
God, and yet the humane nature of Chriff not prefent, but who- 
ly abfent and remote in another place ; thefe men may afwelbup- 
of like ground profeffe themfelves to be members of Chrift, but 
not of his body ; for of his Sainrs he faith, Yearefi-(b of my fl-(h, 
and bone of my bone, not of another. Leos | 
So that the two natures in Chrift( according to the my ftery of 
fslvation in the Gofpel ) are of the fame extent that his. myfticall 
body is, and are co-apparent to che wifdome of God in whomf{o- 
ever itis. | 
For the fpirit of Chrift never uttered or manifefted i felfe, bat 
as the fon of forry man utters and manifefts himfelfein, and by 
fuch principles and abticudes as are proper and peculiar to-the 
living and eternall God, taking their being and form from the 
wifdome and power of God , and not from the policie and 
power ofa ecg: e; for withourthe Coagulation of thefe twayn, 
there ig no {p 
ration. 


iitot Chrift made manifeft, nor is-it in its. ope-- 


Therefore to feparace the {pirit af Chrift from the humane nz~ 


ture of Chill, in any of ics operations, is to make a nullity of. 


Chrif,. 
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—-«Chrift, the faith of fuct perfons is vaine, cheiy boly garments of 
the Miniftry are moth-eaten, their righteou{nefle is che righte- 
ow netic of the Scribes and Pharijees » which enter not into the 
_kingdome, end their proper holinelle is ihe purification of ibe fle(b, 
purging chemfelves of all the operations of che {pirit of lite, chat 
no ray or beame thereof be found upon them, which a icked 
man is apcareful of, asthe Saints of God are of bring fained and 
fpotted with the ficth. | | 


re 


For if we gather not up, and take in true maninto all the ope- _ 


rations proper co the {piric of God, wee dif-unite and feparace 
that which the wifdome of God hath fo curioully embroydered 
and wrought up together 3 for the fpirit of Chrift and of God 
guickneth only to that bleffed eftace and condition of the Son of 
God, and not to any other ; even asa rationall fpiric filled with 
artificial] principles to find out the nature and caufe of things, 
_ guickneth only unto that ftate and condition of man-kind , and 
hot unto the condition ofany other creature upon the earth. 


Verf. 3. our gold and your filver is canckered, and the rut 
of them {ball be a piineffe againft you, and hall eate 


your flc(b as fire 3 yee have heaped treafure together 


for the laft dayes. 


S Gold and Silver are the mof precious and durable mettals 
in the account and.ufe of man ;fo righteoufneffe and holi- 
nefie are the diadem and duration of the Gofpel of the Kingdom, 
the fon of God, and they are reckoned here as their Silver and 
Gold, who crucifie the. love of life andglorys no otherwife but as 
finne is reckoned upon Chrift,where ic is faid, that he was made fur 
for us who knew no finne ,even fo thefe are made rigtiteous that 
know no righteoufnefle of God in Chrift. 
For the jaf and unjeft are made of like, yea of the very fame 
matter, for God and man are really to be conlidered bothin che 
one. and in the other, and otherwife the truce fate of life and 


death canot be rightly compofed, neither is tle go/pel and faith - 


of the Son of God preached. 
For in what tone, fence, OF refpe& man may be {aid to be in 
chat worke of falvation wrought by Chrift, and participare in 
the: 


‘the power and g 


cipates in the defect and thame thereof, 


i 


fin and uncleanefle unto a fate 


even fo doth the wifdome of man, or of the feth ( in taking hold 
of, and fearching into che things of God) corrupt and defile un- 


word, or Sonne of God, untoa fate and condition proper and 
- peculiar to thar man of finne, and fon of Perdition ; for the world 

by widome knows not God that is, through its proper wifdome 
and Serpencine policie, is blinded and become ignorant of him : 
So that there isa crue and reall Proportion besween the miftery 


the flate of the wicked could not have init an Almighty power 
of wrath and difpleafure, as the tate of the Saincs hath in ic an 
allfufficiency of mercy and love, for the proper Original and 
fountaine of each is in themfelves, and not in another, that isto 
fay, the proper fountaine of love and mercy is in Chrifft, and noe 
elfe-where to be found ; and the proper fountaine of wrath and 
difpleafure is in Antichrift, and nos founded elfe-where : So 
that righteou {neffe and holineffe of the word of God, or Sonne 
: of God; for it is not the word, but in its creating virtue, as it frames 
it felfe in Chrift, and this word is canckered inthe world; for 
God and man (in a miftery) are become a corrupt eftate and con- 
MI | dition in that way of Ancichrift, dire&ly contrary unto that o- 
;; ~~ fiental Gold, and feven times purified filver thac is in Jefus 
ee Chrift: and that party who is ignorant of the miftery ofiniguity 
“in the corrupting and adulerating of the word of God, may 
talk of the unity chat is in Chrift Jefue,purifying & making chaft 
mans Nature in that word of God 5 but it is onely as he hath re- 
ceived ic by tradition, from Libraries, Councels, and Accademi= 
cal courfes ; but she revelation of the {pirit he knows not, the 
onely means of the conveyance of the knowledge thereof, 


witnelfe againft them ; fecondly, It eates their flef as fire, 


‘God be faid to be, and is in that work of defiru@ion, and parti- . 


and condition becoming the Sonne of the holy and eternal God; 


co, or in it felfe, that holinefle and puritie which is in the 


of Godin Chrift, and the miftery of iniquity in Antichrift, elfe 


The pureft mettal chus changed becoms raf 5 and that is, firf, ~ 


 SOncraGing it feife, and ariling from the not ufing thereof; even 


fo che not exerciling and puicing into ufe the righceoufneffe and 


~ ARoft we know is the putrifa@ion and §Ithineffe of mettals 


holineffe of the word of God, chat royal law of the {pirit, isthe © 


‘contraction & raifing up of the viffon and corrupt defires of the 


ficth, which is the very cancker, {por, and ftaine of che foule, thas 
it becomes reprobate Silver thereby, Noctco pafle for currant to any 
in the kingdome of God. ) 

_ Firft, and chis raft by this means contracted, isa witneffea- 


gainft them, that they have puc the jat one to death, as itis ex-— 


preft in Ver. 6. ; | 

_ For asthe ufe and exercife of the law of the fpirit in the de- 
claration of the virtue of Chrift Jefus, the contra@ion and Emit 
to whereof, is the fplendant brightneffe of Chriftianity, teftify- 
ing unto all men, that therein confifts the crucification of the 


’ flefh inal] the affeCtions.and lufts of ir, 


Even fo the exercife of the law of the ficfh in the contraction 


and fending forth of the defires and affeGions thereof, tcftifies 
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unto all men that therein conGfts the crucification and death of 


Chrift Jefus according to the {piric , teRtifying an eternal guilt 


upon an ac of fuch nature as that is,which is of no lefle concern= 


ment then the kiffing of the Son of the eternal God, | 
Secondly, It eates their fic{o as fire, now we know that as roft 
eateth and confumeth the mectais in Which it breeds, fo doth 
fire comfume and defroy the fuel in which ic faltneth it {:lfe, and 
taketh hold, and without fuel the fire céafeth 5 for take away fuel, and 
the fire goeth out. Now the pi Oper fuel wherein the wrath of 
God kindleth it felfe, is the wifdome of the fAicth : fo that take 
away that, andthe fire thereof goeth out ; icisnot wicthoug 


that, no morethen fire is withour fuel, and therefore no.crea-- 


ture inthe world is capable of the cternal wrath of God, but 
onely mankinde, no more then any can beina capacicy of the 
confolation of God, but fuch as are indued with his wife. 
dome. # | 


For as the confolations of God kindle themfelves,and become 


extant, through that wifdome of God, -which hath Ziven it felfe 
fo glorious and an eternal forme in all the Virtues relations, and! 


refpeGs that are between God and Man in Chrift, without which 
the confolations could not: be, no more then the eye can fee 
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without lighe, or ahoufe ftand without che pillars and joynt 
it; even fo the jealoufie and wrath of Almighty God kindles ig 
felfe, becomes cxtant, and in «xercife, through the wifdomeof 
~ the ficth, feccing {ach a forme on the operations, relations, and. 
- refpets, as are converfant in the ftate of Antichrift beeween God 
and mane ng sae a as 
—. For the wifdome of the creature, or carnal law, is wrath unto 
execution againft fuch as ufe cruelty to theinnocent, efpecially 
in the higheft degree; and when the proper operations of the 
word according to the carnal law are made manifeft, ic thall ap 
pear thac they have exercifed cruelty againft the innocent Son of 
God, & that then in the higheft degree,in putting him to death in 
all that livelyhood and operation of his holy {pirie which isnoc_ 
permitted co exercife it felfe, or breath in them, whereupon they 
muft of neceflicy by chat their wifdome judge, condemn, and ex- 
ecute wrath upon themfelves, which could not hold proportion 
with this their fa&; but asthe power of God kindles ic felfe 
therein, yet fo as the proper power and {pirit of Godis not any 
caufeor original thereof, that ie, oftheir cormenc, but man 
himfel fe is the proper caufe and fountaine thereof, out of which 
it for ever floweth. | : 

For asthe foule of man is kindledand inflamed through the 
wifdome of God with the love and confolations of God, yet the 
foule of the creature is no proper original or fountaine thereof, 

for they are the love, and comforts of the Creator, and not of a 
creature,yet is the creature converfant and aGtive in them, even fo 
the power and {pirit of God kindles it felfe, through the wife- 
dome of the flefh (the licerall voice of the Scriptures written in | 
all mens hearts) in wrach and difpleafure, and is converfantand 
infinitely 2Qive cherein ; yet isthe {piric and power of God no 
proper original or founctaine of wrath, but the wifedome and 
fpirit of the creature ig the proper caufe and fountaine of ir, > 
therefore ic is fayd of the Lord, fury not in me. 

We muft rememberthen, that when the Scriptures afcribe un- 
to man, love, joy, peace, grace, mercy, glory, power, and virtue. 
proper unto the Saints, they are fuch as Ged is the fountaine and 

caufe of, and not the creature, yet are they the cxcellency of the 
Sonne of God, whois not without the creature, chough he be 
God bleffed for ever, | Se 
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» So likewife when we feethe Scriptures afcribe unto Godan- 


~ ger, wrath, fury, difpleafure, and vengence, which are proper 


unto the wicked; they are fuch as the creatureis the proper 


-fountaine and original of, and not God ; yet are they not with- 


out God, but are the proper exercife of that man of finne, and 
fonne of perdition, yea of that Shadad, or * Shedim, that de- 
ftroyer of man: kinde, who is the God of this world ; the Prince 


~ chat rulech in darkneffe, which is accurfed for ever, 


And as for fuch devils, as are compoefd through that conju- 


—_ ration of academicall Nations, from literall expreffions of the 


Scriptures,as8 connexions of the diGtates of their own hearts ;}we 


skill not, but give glory to God, both in mercy, and (everity, in - 


the exercifes of them,and fo the reft is an infallible teftimony and 
witneffe of che nature.and pradtice of Satan himfelfe the God of 


this wicked world, therefore the Apoftle faith, We know that we 
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are of God, andthe world is of that wicked one (ae the word is) that 
is, of the Devill, the off-{pring and feed of the Serpent accurfed 
from the beginning. : 

3. Headdes therefore in the third place, Ye bave heaped treafure 
together for the loft day. To heap treafure together, is to augmeng 
increafe, inlarge,and fo to fill up,as nothing more can be added, 
which is impoflible, unlefleit be an infinite Treafury ; and chen 
he who onely is infinite, muftbe in the fore, fo that almighty and 
eternal God, is in the wrath boarded up againft ibe day of wrath, and ree 
velation of the juft judgement of God; for chere is a fulneffe of fin, 
without vacuity, either in refpec& of time, place or ation, for 
the finne of the Amorites muft be full, when Abrahams feed poffeffe the 

daud, or el fe the falneffe of our deliverance in Chrift appears nor, 
for there is a fulnefie in, or fulfilment of the letter of che Scrip- 
ture in that way of Fudas, in bis betraying of Chrift unto death; 
as there isa fulneffe'in that law of the {piric, or fulflment of the 

Scripture in bringing forth unto light,and of that Emanuel, God 
with us; | 

For as Chrift being true, man naturally mortal], is filled wich 
eternal lifein the excellency and purity of the Son of God; fo 
Antichrift being true God (in the unity of his creation’) immor- 
cal, becoms filled with eternal death, through the lufts and cor- 
ruption of man, forit is whole Chrift thacdyes, and not a pare 
othin, he dycein the Szincs nto sinne, Satan, and all corrup- 
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table things : Sothat when the Prince of this world cometh, he 
findes hot inhim to joyne himfelfe with, or lay claym unto, 
and he dyes in.the unbeleife unto all things of che {pirict, accep- 
‘tableunto God ; andin this doth chat ranfome confift, wherein 
_ the Sonne of God hath given hinrfelfe unta-an eternal death to 
deliver his chofen ones, into that eternal life proper and peculiar 

to the lord alone. Tae ae ts . o 

His dying unto the fie(h in his Saints, is che life and refurre@i- 
on of it inthe men of the world; and his dying unto the fpiric in 
the wicked, is che life and refurre&tion of ic in che Saints of God, 
for neither of them muftbe annihilated 5 buc as man atthe firft 
was made inthe Image of God, andthé word was made duft, 
that is, in that work of God both the wifdome proper to acrea- 
ture was to be found, and that-wifdome alfo proper co the 
Creator, thefe twain muft remaine extant for ever; that is, 
the wifedome of God extended to the uttermoft in ¢hat 
curious workmanfhip of the myfticall and glorious body of 
Chrift. : 7 ; Ss 
_ And alfo the wifdome of the creature muft be extended to 
the uttermoft in that compofure of the body of fin and death, 
whichis only the curioficy of that confufion in the building of 
Babell, there isa heaping up then, andan abfolute fulneffe of 
corruptable treafures and riches in che wealth of the world. 
But ~ : : 

For what is it heaped cogether ? that is, for the laft dayes : by 
dayes here is to be underfiood times and feafons, andthe word 
(laft_) fignifies, the leaft or bafeft dayes and cimes, as often it doth 
in the Scriptures, fo that this treafure rightly reckoned, and juft- 
ly fummed and caft up, amounts to the worft and bafeft of days, 
atime wherein the Sonne of God exifts not, nor is he therein 
found, a day not of falvation but of deftru@ion, a feafon of 
death and not of life; days of forrow, and not of joy;bafe times 
of famine, & not of plentysof peftilence, & not of healthsof war, 
and not of peace ; times of murther and cruelty, and not of love 
and freindfhip ; days of enmity, pride, and diabolicall policy, 
and not dayes of that meeKknefle of wifedome that is in the Sonne. 
of God. wat hi Sore 

In a word, the heaping together of the fruits of the feth as our 
only treafure, isco the bringing forth of fuch times andfeafons 


wherein 


/ 
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wherein the policy and power of Satan ruleth, and not the fim- 


plicity that isin the wifdome and virtue of the Sonne of God, 
_ unto which feafon the oath of the Angel hath refpe&, that ftands 


pith one foot on the fea and the other upon the earth, and {wears by him 
that lives for ever that time (ball be no more; that is, with refpe& un- 
to thac foot that flands upon the troublefome and tumultuous 
eftare and condition of that fea of evils of the world, he {wares 
that no jot, nor tittle, time, nor moment of the life or day of 
Chrift thail ever be fonnd, there he ceafeth in them for ever, and 
a bafer time can never be then co be voyd of him, even ag that 


_time is moft precious and glorious, and thofe onely are halcyon 


- the hire of the labourer. 


4 
letnee Ax ys 
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dayes wherein he appears, and Satan, or ought of him is act 
found in them no not fora moment. 

_ He fhews in one particular wherein the bafenefle of shefe dayee 
confifts, and that is in the fraudulent detaining and keeping back 


~ 


-  Verf.4. Bebold the hire of the labourers which have reaped — 

if down your fields, which is of you.kept back by fraud, 
cryetb, and the cryes of them which have reaped, 
are entred into the eaves of the Lord of Sabboth- 


Wherein obferve, 
1. The note of ape, and looking up, Behold. 
2. Whothe labourers are that reap down the fielde. 
3. What the labour and reaping is. 
4. What the bire of the labourer is, 
5. What the cryes thereof is that cryeth. 
6. Into what the cryes enter, that is, into the eares of the Lord. 


7. The title or tearm of hottour given unto bim, that is, the Lord 
of Sabboth. | 


Nd firft of che note ofafpe&, Bebold, which fignifies to look 
up in the obfervation of a figne or wonder which is now to 
appear, anditis of like nature of that of the Prophet Fonab given 
untothe Jews that crucified Chrifi, which was a figne of their 
defiruc&tion, ix thatthe Sonne of man was to lye buried three dayes and 
three nights in the heart of the earth; thatis, tobe perfce&ly and 
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~ wonder that the Son of the living 
them, itis alike figne and wonder here, 


perpetually dead and buriedin the 


never to exercile his life and {piritin them, which isa figne and: 


God fhould be mortallized in 
that the Sonne of God: 
{hould become a hireling defrauded of his hire... ie 
For itis alike miraculous ching, chac che Son of forry man, 
who is fayd cobea worm, an object, a vapour, a vanity, ¢0 be 
made Lord of Heaven and Earch, Judgeof quick and dead 


> a8 
that he chac is Lord, ruler, and polleffor of all chings, to become. 
ahireling : So chat themyftery of iniquity is noc without ligne 
and wonder, no more then the miftery of God is, and both pe. 
all, though she one be a lying wonder, andthe other a true: 
wonder, the one confirms the faith of God, the ocher the faith of 
Devils, f . Yon: 

The one promifeth falvation for. the confirmation of Pharaoly 
in the hardning of his heave unto deftru&ion, which isa thing 
contrary, and therefore gq ] ying wonder, as it appears in Pharach 
and bis hoft drowned in the fea 3 the other promifeth falvation 
and deliverance unto Ifrael in Mofes and Aaron, which brings 
forch the thing promifed, and therefore a true and nota lying. 
Wonder, a8 appeared in Ifraels marching triumphandy out of 
BEE ypt.. | 


Now there muftbe ina miracle, or wonder, that which go- 
eth beyond the power of any nature, clfeicis nota wonder, and: 
that is both in the one and the other of thefe miraculous fignes ; 
for in point of falvation by Chrift, no fimple nature cenbring 
forth falvation, for there mut bein {alvation both a Saviour, 
and a faved, el{e iris no: full and compleat, which neither the 
Nature of man, no nor the nature of God fimply and disjun@ive- 
ly confidered, can be or bring forth : Behold then a wonderin 
that, which tranfcends and furpaticth any nature tobe or to 
bricg forth, therefore it js izid, that we have a Mediator is made 
higher then ibe beavers ; that ie, the office of his mediator(hip is of 
shat fuper-eminen: dignity thac no fiaiple nature can be, or ate - 
taineunte, therefore of igaizehe makes one new man in bimfelfe-and 
fo creates peace,which otherwife could not be. i 

2. Againe there is a wonder in defteuGtion, which goes beyond 
any hople and fiogle nature alfo. 


Por 


ir earthly and carnal hearts, a 
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_ For the nature of God fimply confilered cannot bz involved 
with the confines of dettrn@ion, who ie almighty and fupream 


‘Lord over ali, neither can mans nature fimply and disjunGively 
confidered be in a capacity ofan eternal deftru&ion, being acrea-. 


ture (ubje& co the limits and precindts of rime, therefore God 
& manare to be joyntly confidered in that wonder and miftery 
of iniquity alfo; which properly makes and gives being unto 
the God of this world, which is no leffe chen Satan himfeife, 
who attempts through his a: s .gating & infatiable {pirit to ten- 
derunto Cbriftall che kingdoms of the Esrth, and the glory of 


“them : the one of chefe is a wonder, but a lying one, becaufeic 


brings not forth what ic promifeth, as the righteoufneffe of the 
Scyibes and Pharifes isa righteoufneffe, bur not that which en- 
tersinto the kingdome, and the otheris a wonder, anda true 
miracle, becaufe it brings to paffe the chings it promifeth, even as 
the righteoufneffe of Chrift enters into the kingdom, and firteth 
in fafety and honour at the right hand of God. : 


And they that preach not the Gofpel as accompanied with” 


thefe fgnesin che miniftry ofic, according tothe variety ofthe 
work propofed ; the {peaking and creating word of bis fignes wnot 
fent unto that. people for their releafe and deliverance out of the 


‘houfe of bondage, and yet itis true, that tongues are for a fign 


not to them that beleive,but to them that beleive nor, chat is, an 
unbeleiver,ever expects that a figne fhould fpeak in the fameform 
which formerly it hath done, or elfe he cakes it not for a won- 
der wrought by God, but then there thonid need no interpretati- 
sn the Church at all, without which tongues are not.of ufesunto 
edefying.- Mea ; 

The worlds expcGation of fignes to accompany the preaching 
é6fthe Gofpel for the confirmation of it in che fame forme as for- 


merly, is the expectation of Infidele, fuch as follow Chriftto be 


fed with carnal thinge, bread that perifheth in the ufe, like thenr 


‘that after they had been fed miraculonfly with the loaves and the 


fithes they perfue and follow him to havea figne thache isamin 
of God, and conclude that Mo/es was a man of God, that could 


| give bread from heaven, bat this not coming in like forme, but 
from the Earth, thou shin that wonderfull multiplication and. 


sncreafe, is a8 nothing unto then. | 
But the figns, wondere, and mighty works accompanying the 
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grace of the Gofpel never appear twice in the fame forme, fo that 
amanmayas well expe& the water thac now bublech up iga li- 
vingand {wift running fountaine, to tarry and abide fombim, 
till his return toitagaine, a8 to fit down bya wonder wroughs 
by Godtill ie appear in che very fame forme againe; it coming 
out of chat inexhauftible fountaine, and {wife running current of 
that infinite variety of his wifdome and power. © Bae ie eee 
Mofes miraculoufly fafled forty dayes and forty nights, and is 


in the mount with God, and hath in chat faft the law the perfeée 
pattern of all truth and holinefs prefented and fhewed unto hint, 
and againe Chrift fafted forty dayes and forty nights, but was _ 
_in che wilderneffe among wilde beafts,and therein had the temv- - 
tations of Satan, the preper platforme of the power of darknelle 
reprefented unto him, which differs much from the pattern of ~ 
_falvation and kingdome of light. Eliah alfo fafted forty dayes 
and forty nights, but was miraculoufly fed before ; in the 
firength of which food he went into a cave by the mount of God, © 
and there had apparitions & voices manifefted unto him, where- 
in God made himfelfe manifeft, and alfo fach wherein God ap= 
peared not at all; one forsy dayes faft, not but in variety of 
_ wonder ; one death of Chrift, buta diverfe figne init, heis {laine 
at Ferufalem, and our Lordlis alfo crucified injSodome, andin « 
-gypt, true in both, with refpe& to flefhand fpiric. 

And fo much for the word Behold, implying a wonder, wherein 
obferve the deceitful {leights and cunning devices of the Magiffi- 
ans, the Fannes and Fambres of our dayes, who have ere&ed (for the 
confirmation of Princes great fignes of honour and Godlike pro= 

{perity) Kings Chappels , and pulpits of State , State.prayers, 
and ftace-like officers inthe Church for forming of them, that 
they may carry their virtue by whom foever uttered, ftate-religion 
and ftate-like pompe in the exercife of it, as though che Kingsof | 
shecarth fhould be chereby declared tobe, not onely the offe 
{pring of the almighty, but the deputed Gods. 4 
In what doth the fucceffe and iffue of thefe Do&ors indea- 
vores end in, differing from thofe Magiflians in ZEgypt, in the 
onfirmation and incouragement of their King, firft born and his 
alies. Peng : 
2, The fecond point is, who the Labourers are, or the Labourer, - 
for che word may be read either fingular or plural! ¥> asitisu-. 
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body of his, comprehending all the Saints in all ages of ‘they 


world. | | ea 
 Againe, take it plurally (Labourers) and is is Chrift diftin - 
ly diftributed, and given out in all the parce and members of thar 
body ; for he is that Labourer or Husband- man that fowes good 
{eed in his field, though the evill one fow tares in the time of 
his fleep, or when, and where he is dead to all things of the f{pi- 
writ, which is in that evill one only upon whom they grow. 
© Be fowes with his owne hand, as he is that one fountaine and: 
giver out of the feed in all ages, yefterday, and to day, and for ever 
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the fame. And his feed{- men fow alfo , as he isa participacor and. = i ms a 


the receiver thereof ; for he receivech the {piric chough not by. - 
mesure, for itis émmence. : 

3. The third pointis, what the labour is in reaping down the 
fields : By reaping here, is not meant cutting downe, but in ga~- 
thering alfo, asthe word imports. Chrifts reaping therefore is 
the cutting downe of all thofe riches, and ripened fruics of the 
fiefh, thofe fuperfluous branches from the true Vine, that they 
be not found in the field ; or upon thar hand of Emanuel, which 
elfe-whereis faid to be the crucifying of the fle(e in the affections and. 
lujts, and the flaying of the enmity in bimfelfe, which are the proper 
in- gatherings of the worke ; and that whereof their harveft and 
Vintage doth confift, whereby their regions become white unto the 
harveft ; that is, ic fets them in a capacity to be cur downe by an 
ecernall deftruétion ; and inthefe che labourer is defrauded, who 
hath {pent his ftrength (in them) in vaine, or unto emptineffe, and labou- 
red for nought, ashe complains by his Prophet (or in the Prophes) 
Tfaiab : In them he hath loft hie time, asa labourer hath who is 
deprived of his hire, for hig time and age ig not ¢xtant in them 5 
the time of grace is expended, the day of falvation is nos tound in 
them, his generation is ceafed in them, and is no more: even as 
alabourer hath lofthistime, fo {pent as no fruit nor profit ari- 
feth ; For be is cut off from the land ef the living Cin the world ) and 
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hath made bis grave in the wicked , and im the rich of this world is big 
deaib, Naas | ASS 
For the Son of God hath expended his life ia Antichrift, unto 
Ho fruik or profic of the Spirit, bur-unto corruption 3 as the Son 
of man hath expended his life in Chrift, unto no utility or fruic 
of the A. fh, but unto purity and holineffe. aN et 
4. Therefore in the fourth place;they are faid'to keep back his 
hyre ; the hyre of a labourer is to return unto him a reward pro- 
portionable co his worke. The word (ire) fignifies to gather 
together, asa Mafter gathers to himéclfe a fervani co be anfwe- 
rable one to another by conuia&, which che world in that uni- 
ty of the harlot denyes unco Chrift; for he tharis holineffe ives 
and unites himfeife unto them, but they return no {ach chin 
unto him but only corruption ; He who is love in himfelfe is y- 
niceduntothem, but they return nothing but enmity : He who 
is ruth gives himfelfe to them , but they return a lye anto him: 
He who is eternall life gives himfelfe cothem, but they return 
ecernall death unto hin, and fo hold no proportion with him 
unto whom they are contra&ed , nor bring they forth any thing 
for his {upply fucable (in the leaft).to his nature and quality : 
Whereas the Saints make return to God wich things which are of 
God, holding proportion with him, with whom they areincon- __ 
tra&t : For they are itcreajed with the increafings of Ged; for of bis 
fulneffe we all received, and grace for grace. Icis the love of God 
thed abroad in their hearts, which is the love by which they 
take over chemfclves in contra{unto him, andbecome Efpou- 
fals together with him, and cin fay wich David( that beloved 
one ) Allibixgs are thine,and of thine own we have given thee, Which ~ 
the world falls infinitely fhort of, yea 8 in dire Anithefis un- 
tothe fame, therefore they are Gaid to keep back by fraud, de- 
celt, or guile, becaufe they give that unto chemfelves and things 
of the creature, which belongs unto the Lord, and things thar 
are of him ; they give unto themfelves ‘Wifdome, power, and 
Blory, which is che prerogative Royall of the Sun of God, de- J 
; trauding him of his right ; for they give their fons unto Moloch, 
or unto the King 5 that is; unto the Kingdome and glory of the 
world, wherein there is as abfoluce a change of the word of God 
from its proper nature and operation ¢o become finfull and dia- 
bolicall in them, in that way of Ancichri&’, as there is of Gnfull 
man 
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man from his natural properties , to become that holy Son of 
God in the way of Chrift; therefore they that gave their fonnes | 


unto Moloch, thatis, to the reign, dominion, and counfell of 
the eth, they ate faid to facrifice unto Devils, and not unto God sno 
greacer fraud then to give that to the Devill, which is prerended, 
to be given unto God : and it is the proper work of Sathan to 
bow ciebeart co the glory of the creature, whereby hee keeps 
bick, and recaing to himfelfe chat honour which is proper to the. 
Creature. ~*~ saat ; | 
__ Thefe perfons defraud the Son of God of his livelihood, who 
only lives by bis labour; for where there is no operation and 
work of Chrift, chereis no life of Chrift, no work of faith, no 
labour of love, no patience of hope, no breathings of Chrift, he is. 
dead in that heart; for the Religion of God is not notional, but 
cficatious: The Lord Jefus lives by his Jabour, the world de- 
frauds bimofit, detaining ic in their own finfull and felfith o- 
perations, whereby they with-bold the truth in unrighteoufneffe 5 the 
titles given unto Chrilt, a3 ofa perfon, King, Lord, Prince, de. 
As ofan office, as Mediatcr, Advocate, [nterceffor : Or of relati- 


ons, as Father, Husband, friend, or the like, are carefully co be | 


taken up and affumed by the Creature as they do concern the ho- 
nour, office, and relation of this life, yet they may be affumed in 
that refpet, as we may eate anddrinke, marry and give in marriage, 
which all perifh in the nfe, provided that they be affumed, as we 
are (to buy) or as we are to marry 3 that is, as though we poffe/t them 
not, and as though we affumed them not, for the fafbion of this 
world paffeth away 5 chat is, that which men may form unto them= 


{elves to be excellent and praile- worthy , may at another time, 


‘or in another place become cdions and abominable, as we have 


_ -feen in the name King, Bifhop, Prieft, having mary wivee, and 


keeping only to onc, have been: But to aflume them, or teach 
men fo todo, as things appertaining to the dignity, office, or 


relation of a creature, noc confidered in Chrift, but as itcon- 


cerna creature and creature, to be the ultimate end, {cope, and 
drife of che Scripture inany Title, Office, or Relation whatfoc- 
ver, is fatanicall and wicked, for the end of the Jaw is Chrift; 
therefore the (cope of them all, and every particular, is God and 
man in Jefas Chriff, and thither it is to be broughr, and there 
centred, .o1 clfe we defraud the labourer, by detayning his due 

ayes ee | YE uRLO 


it unto Satan himfelfe, Tn 
th confit, which ie che fifth 


unto our felves > Or rather givin 
which the cry of the defrauded one 
point propounded in order, 


+ §» And this cry is the cry of che blood of Abél for the extici(c 


“of wrath in wrong done unto the innocent, whofe life as iris 
‘taken away by force and cruelty of Gain that man-flayer from 
the beginning, fo is it caken away by guile and fubtil ty, defrau- 
ding (by the Serpent ) him of the proper meanes of his living, 


which is his owne operations, the fruits of that tree of life, by 


giving the glory and vertue to make wife, unto the tree of know- 
_ledg of good and evill, which ig a preferring the law of the flefh a~ 

bove che law of che fpirit, the wifdome of man above the wif- 
dome of God. : 


For ab the wifdome of God in that law of the fpirie through 


its curious device of the joynting of God and man tobe one eftate — 


and condition , ca¥ries in ic a {ufficient and prevalence argument 
to move the tender compaflions and bowels of mercy therein, ag 
in an only beloved fon ; even fo the wifdome of man in thatlaw 


of the flefh, ctaftily infinuating the glory and power ofthe arm > 


of fleth,to be the glory and power of God, giving unto it whatis 
only proper to God, hath in ic a fufficient acclamation and argue 
ment to move the exercife of Gods wrath in the foule >» asin one 
that is guilty of an infinite deceipt of Serpents fubtilty. : 
Yea, as that life-blood of {prinkling, of the Lamb fliin accor 


ding to the fleth, in that houfe of the I/raelite, ftruck upon the 


door-pofts and Lintels thereof ( thas is, upon all the wayes of ¢- 
ereffeand regrefginto, and out of the fame ) hath in ica fufficiene 
teftimony and cry of reftraint in the deftroying Angel , to caufe 
him to paffe over, as not having any employment there, — . 
- Even fo the blood of Abel thed by the cruelty of Cain, asa Lamb 
flain from the beginning according to the fpirit ; or by the fub- 


tilty of Fuda betraying him witha kiffe, hath in it 4 fufficiens 


cry in the deftroying Angel, to move the exercife of wrath upon 
the firt-born of Aigypt, the beginning & top of all thar frengeha 


en Te ee ee eee ee 


wherein they truft, who cruelly and fraudalently keep back Ifras 


ed ttons his advance unto the land of Canaan, | 
The onehathin ic che voyce and language of peace, reconcili- 

ation, and agreement with God as his fir@-born > and onely be- 
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_- The other hath in it breach of brother-hood, and feilowfhip, 
the voyce of a vagabond flying from Gods prefence, and the glo- 
ry of his pow@gy a8 in Caine 3 and wrath unto felf-murther and 
deftraction, as In-Fudas Ifcariot, that Confeffor , or Preacher for 
hire, as his name figoifics, in whom the word of God ( in it felfe 
Lord over all ) is changed and transformed into an hireling. 


6. This cry enters into the eares of the Lord; for. as there iga 


certaine propencity in the eare ofa man to cake in any found, 
that moves the ayre; and to giveit atrue and proper form, his 


heart ecchoing the fame thing, whether it be macter of joy, or 
matterof terrour. Even fo there is nothing chat moves either in | 


the proper fphere of Gods difpleafure-, or of his acceptati- 
on and love: but there is a proper and immediate apticude in 
his. wifdome and power to receive and give a true form thereun- 


_to according tothe nature thereof, ecchoing the fame thing, in 


returning an anfwerable and proportionable meafure of wrath 
or mercy into that hearsin which ic moves , where he hath place 
of aboad, either in way of mercy, as man by unity is become the 


Son of Godin Chrift, or elfein wrath, as God is by unity alfo 


become the fonne of perdition in that way of Antichrift. 


7. And therefore that terme and title of honour is given him, 


namely the Lordof Sabboth, or Sabboths plurally ; for that which 
the Prophet Ifaiab writes, the Lord of Hofts plurally, the Apoftle 
to the Romans writes, the Lord of Sabboth, that is, the Lord of Ref, 
or plurally Refts, and this declares unto us that wonder of Godse 
reft or ceffation from his work and labour in the beginning, and 
and how he worketh alfo even untill now. fae 
_ For God refts, and there is an abfolute ceffation of all works 
and operations proper to the Son of God, in that way of the fall, 
eating of the forbidden fruir, or exercife of the carnal! comman- 
dement, in which no vertue, motion, or operation of the {pirit 
is fouad, butan utter and abfoiute ceflation from them al] ; and 
fo the earth is fayd to enjoy its Sabboths, by Gods laying of ic 
watt from its inhabitanes, and in this condition the operations 
of the flefh and power of Satan are found , and frequently in ex- 
ercife. 
Againe, God refteth and ceafeth from labour; for we never 


_underftand the name God in a good and proper fence, but wich 


refpe& unto God in Chrift, by whom the worlds were madee and in 
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him. 
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him God refis, and there is an 


Satan, which mans nacaceis {ubj:@ unto’; the ‘Sap a_perpetuall 
reft, ceflation, and fabbatizing in the Son of Godtram them all: 
but chereis'a moft glorious operation of the {pirit , and power- 
full work of che Son of God in that eftare and condition of Jefus 
Chrifl, who is chat reft chat yee remayns in the people of God, 
therefore it is faid, bitherio the father werketh, and 1 worke 5 and 
therefore the word Saba, in the Hebrew tongue, fignifics eirher 
- Sabboth, a Reft, or an Hoft or Armie ; and fometimes the Apvofiles 
in Greeke tranflates it, Lord God Almighty, to declare that there is 


an Almighty power of conqueft in whomfoever the re@ is found, - ; 


for there is an Almighty power of the whole hoft of Satans en- 
“mity, in conquering and fubduing the fpiric and vertues of Chrift 
in themfelves, refting from them all. ) 3 


And thereis an Almighty power of the {pirit of graceinthac 


Army of Heaven,.and order of the Son of God » in vangui(hing 


and fubduing of all che power of fin and Satan, unto that perfec 


reff which ever remayns in that only and beloved Son of God, 


And truly, the world may as well preach the temporal! {word 
to be the Refcue, Reformer , and Confervation of the Church, 


asthe beft and greaceft-Councell, Synodg, Synodrianr, and Af-' 


_ femblice that ever were, orcan be gathered together only in the 
ficength and power of humane learning, wifdome, experience, 

_ and policy ; tor in fuch the Lord is in array, as an hoft » and in 

~reft and ceflation ; but it is to do that work, chat ftrong warke of 
wrath not proper to the Son of the blefid, whereby he refs from’ 

all his owne operations as the enfuing words do declare. 
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| inaccer and totall ceffation from: all 
the works of fin and death, fruics of the fleth, and Operations of - 


of ea 


_ Werf, 5." Tee have lived in pleafures on the earib, and been 
Tis "wanton, yee have nourifbed your hearts as ina day of 
~« flangbier. ee, 

© Y Ou have lived in pleafure on the earch (as Dives, or that rich 

man did ) thacis, you have taken delight, and madeit your 
very. living to exercile your felves ia earthly and temporary 
things, all your dealings and commerce is in fuch chings, 2s 
your felves cannot bat confelle muft have an end, and ceafe co be, 


and therefore earthly, as your bodily fafts and humiliations ; aA 
your bodily feafts, and verbal thank{givings for vanifhing things; Tne 


- -your Sabbothsonly in ceflacion from bodily labour 5 your earth- 
ly viGorics and honourable achievements, thefe are the food you 
feed on, thethiogs wherein your delight and pleafure is (et, and 

~~ muft they not have an end 2 If fo, then arethey earthly, becauie 
: they fade and vanilhas che flower of graffe. | a 
__.. Nay the order of your Churches and Elde:thips , the ordinati ‘at Ae 
~~ on and inftirutions of your Oracles and Orators, will thefe land . ie 
with the Affémbly and Church of the firft-born of God, whofe. | 
names are enrolled in beaver, where every one hath a like (hare, and te 
| equall right roalithe offices, orders; and priviledges of the king~ - og 
dome? ifmot, they areearchly, compofed by the miniflery of lf 
the letter thac kills, and not by she law of the {pirit of life. > - Tig 
| Add further ; what is your faith, your prayers, and righteout- Wie 
*  neffe, are noe thefe earthly and carnall, as held-and practifed by ui 
| ‘you? Can you tell what ufe co put them unte in your profeffed | 
| world to come? I tronot ; for, for any thing that ever Lcould 
Jearn from the common Pricfthood of thefe dayes, they haveno. 
ufe of the imputed richteoufnelle of the Son of God, when once. 
+ their fan&ification is compleated ; nor oftheir faith, when they 
| have actaynedthe end of it, which they fay is at their coming to ' | 
heaven; nor of prayer, when they fhall need no more to conv, rfe ar 
with, or have fupply of the things of this prefent life : and are foe he | 


thefe carnal] and vanifhing then, as held and oraGtifedbytheDo-- = NY 
| Gore of our dayes , together with their followers and Pupils ; PG 
| where then fhall we find the men that cake not their delight , and’ bey th 
r place their pleafure in earthly and vanifhing things, whofe reli-- (" 
| pion isnot Vaporous... 6 Whereas We 
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and pure, and there is no holinefle without the {pirie of God ; 
‘therefore they may as well hold and teach that the (piric of God 
-vanitheth, and comes to an end in the Saints » a8 that any Ordi- 


comes to an end in any of his myfticall body. vse ARO 
For if che unity of the Spirit ceafe in them in any refpe&, then 


Commandement , or law of the Spirie is abrogated, and made 
voyd, which the Apoftle faith # true in him, and in us, becaufe the 
darkneffe is paft, and the true light (bineth , which is the fubftance of 
che Law in every point and particular of it: And where the light 


together with us in faith, prayer, or whatfoever, it abides firme 
and ftable, as the Son of God ia firm and ftable, . L pital 


with all things of like nature tranfient, having an end, they are 
nO proper parts of the Kingdom of God, nor any thing whereof 
it doch coofift,but are ufeful in their time and feafon to the Saints 
of God, and may be exercifed with a holy refped unto the King- 
dome, for the promoting of ic; therefore it is faid > Whether yee 


hind 
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God, “ rat ; 
Therefore when they asked Chrift thag queftion, whofe wife fhe 
(bould be inthe refurreétion, who bad badeven busbands ; his anfwer 
iss that they erre, not knowing the Scriptures, nor the power of God, for 
in the refurrection they neither marry, Hor dre given in marriage, but are 
like the Angells of Godin heaven ; Ther eforeic follows, — | 


And beene wanton. 


That is, they joyne with chefe earthly pleafures wantonneffe, 
_ they are become effeminate, womanith, having eftranged them- 

{elves from chat heroicalland mafculine f{pirit which the Apoftle 
exhorts unto, Stand faft in the faith, quit you like men, be ftrong; 
thatis, behave your felvesas men of God > 29ing forth in hia 


3 eereth | 


(> Whereas the truth is, there is nothing of Chrift which hath now 
«the nature divine in it, or elfe it is not an ordinance » a, exer= 
cife, or vertue becoming the Son of God who in all thingsisholy | 


uance, Office, A&, Exercife, or Vertue of Chrift vanitheth and . 


the wifdome and power of the Spirit ceafeth, and then thatnew 


of God once fhineth to expell darkenefle in us, ic ever abideth, . 
yea in that imputed righteoufnsfle, or righteou{neffe reckoned 


And as far eating,drinking, marrying,and giving in Marriage, | 


eate or drinke , or whatfoever yee doe, let all be done to the glory of © 


et 5105) 


- ftcengch, and not in the ftrength of the arm of ficth, which is trae 


weaknefle and womani(h. 


Bat thefe are become wanton and la{civious, doting upon — 


‘tranfitory and vanifhing things, letting the fubftanciall paffe, be- 
ing fubdued and overcome with piGiures, thadows, and {emblan- 


088 of things that have no fubftance nor yalidity in them, and not | 


with the chings themfelves, being taken by the fight of a wande= 
ring eye, and the hearing ofa fenfuall eare, as the woman wa’ 
by the words ofthe Serpent, and thew of the fruit in the begin- 
ning. | sa ha 
Thefe Siberiticall perfons, being widdows, in refpe& of any ef- 
poufall with Chrift, for they are fuch as wax wanton againfl 
Chrift,and wil marry,in making contracts with forme of earthly 
Governments, forms of Churches, forms of ordinances, and ex~ 
ercifes, wantonizing in their earnall copulations, with bread, 
wine, and water, oyle, {pictle, and cream, fo devoutly that none 
muft intermeddle with their minnions, but fach as doit by con- 
tract, according to their law, of Carnulentia, and if any conceive 
by any other feed then by their pulfe and ientiles, which onely 
ferves tomake red, earthly, or Edoms broth, that profane formicas 
tour, fach perfons are prefently counted breakers of covenant, 
pernicious perfons, Hereticks, Schifmaticks, and blafphemers of 
_ their gods. — 

Thefe have forgotten that ancient, and mafculine {pirit of 
-wifdome and gravity, fo skilful in geneology. and chronology, 
that ic can reckon it felfeup together with ecernity, {ce Prov. 8 
from v. 22. t0 31. ; 


Which takes its delight and folace only in the compaffe or circuit of hig 


earth, or of his land, which the Prophet ftiles the Lords land, 
therefore he prefenily interprets ic, and faith his delight is with the 
children of men, where be dwels and in whom he makes his proper 
abode. | | 

This fpiric threforein whomfoever ic is, takes delight inno- 
thing a3 to place its pleafure in ir, but in eternal things which 
_ Godin the Mefliah onely is, and all other creatures, relations, 
_ and operations, are but as fo many letters or figures to lead un-- 
to, and point out, what man isin Chrift, in whom the delight 
and pleafure proper unto godlineffe is oncly fet. | 


Lak 


Becanfe: 
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Becaufe nothing elfe (as delightful) can be eternal, for eter- | 


mal cruth we know. none buconcly in Chrift, for he is that way’ 


that truth.and that life of eternity, befides whom nozhing can hold 
correfpondency with God fo, as to be the object, or fubjc& mat- 
ter of his delight and pieafure. a 


he 


Andhowt{oever chere 18 In the godly man, that which is a crea#” 
cure made within the bounds.and precin@s c ftime,yet that unity 
is eternal, becaufe in whatfoever the unity doth confift is proper- 
ly of God who is eternity , and not ofthe creature which isin. 
time ; ific be love, itis the love of God, and not of a creature ; if. 
wifdome, itis of Godand not of man 3 if ic confiftin power, it 
is infinite and not finite, fo thac chat ftace and condition of God’ 
and man in one is eternall and not temporary , it lives the 

life of- God, it walks and works by the wifdome of God, and not 
of che cceature. 7 

We know the body of man bath lifeand wifdomeas well as 
the foul, whiledc isin conjun&ion with ict, noc another, but the’ 
fame chat isin the foule, much more hath the foule of a chriftian 
life and wifdome, in and of God, and not another, fo longas itis 
in conjunction with God, which is for ever, or elfe his Sonne, his 
proper off-{pring fhould.not inherit and be pofefied with the na- 
cure of che father. Aoi, 3h : 

Ifche mortallifts of our dayes knew the way of falvation’ by 
Chrift, they could never conclude like beafts, chat the foule of 


man dyes wich the body like a beaft, for God is not onely in u=_ 


nity with the foule as a workerand Creator, but hee is alfo one 


in the workman(bip which is made, for the Son of God is a8 tru-.- 


ly faid to be made of woman, and made under the law, as heis {aid to 
be the Lord and maker of all things. ht | 
And itis the Image or wifdome of God that gives being and 
forme unto that glorious workmanfhip of God in man; fo that 
ifthe foule dye,there is nota nullity of che work, but al fo of the 
Greator the maker of ie, whogivcs the proper being and form 
‘co the work by chac which is of himfelfe and not ofa creature, 
for it is his Image or witdome which is che being and form efi,’ 
asthe reafon and underftanding of a man gives being and forme 
to aman, and unto no other creature. ea ay 


Wichout which wifdemeend Image of God the wor kmanthip® 
of Chrift never was, nor can be, for it never was butin chat I-- 
| mage, 
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mage, life and wifdome of God, and without unity with God 
nothing can be eternall. has, (Sealed 
_. And however thefe men are i 
God, yet they fhall know that their foules are eternized alfo, 
and that onely by unity with the Almighty and ecernall God, 
bucin the way ofthe harlot, in adulcerating and falfifying the 

word of God, and that in the way of the myftery of Iniquity as 
truly as Chriflis in the miftery of God, or is thac miftery of God, 

for the myftery of the Gofpell confift wholly in him. 

Thofe therefore whofe darling and dalliance is not but in and 


with temporary and tranfitory things, which exercife and lay - 


out their ftrength and {ubftance, in and about them, as their wif- 
dome, policy, learning, time, ftudy & all cheir aguired abilities 
(for the Greek word tranflated wanton , fometimes fignifies 
A monftrows profufion, pouring out, and expending ones felfe without 
meajure in, and unto all lafcivioufne{s ) fuch are the perfons the Apo 
file here {peaks of, whofe proper ftrength is {pent in things they 
canot eternize, and arethe proper crucificrs of Chrift as thofe 
were of old, who employed the ftrengch oftheir zeal in and a- 
bout outward ceremonies and beggerly rudiments, defticute of 
thetrue {ubftance, and body, whichis Chrift, who are further 
decribed and fet forth inthe next phrafe. 


Ye have nourifbed your hearts as in a day of laughter. 


‘The word cranflated Nouri(h, fignifies to feed, fuftaine, or fo- 
fer, as Jofepbis faidto nourith his father and his brethren in 
Eoypt with all manner of neceflaries, whereypon he is called the 
feeder and ftone of Ijrael, as being that corner’ ftone that coupleth 
che building together, or che rock and foundation whereon it 

“ftands, as our fpiricuall Fofepb is, che Greek word Citometrion, is 

ufed for a portion of meat, who then{s chat faithful! and wife 
Steward, whom the Lord fhall make ruler over bis houft, that 
Noxrifbeth Cor giveth a portion of meate) ia due feafon. 

The word. tranflated beart, fignifies in this place, pleafure or 
delight; fo where one Prophet faith , Solomon had finifhed the 
Lords houfe, and the honfe of che King, he had done all that was 
in his beart; which another Propher exorefling the fame thing 
faith, he had done all that pleafed bim ; fo where tt is faid, {peak 


comfortably 


gnorant of the ftate of the Sonof 


eT LL 34 
_ >sgpafortably or pleafingly to Jerufalem, the word is, fpzak tothe | 
Beart of Fern ths fo where itis faid, I will allure her and bring 
her into the wilderneffe, and {peak comfortably unto her ; the 
word is, I will {peak in ber heart, (meaning I(rael che Charch of | 
God ) and many che like. Vena BO TSiet em 
_ Aad by a day of flaughter here, is meant a day or time of fea- 
_fling, as ic fs {aid by the Prophet Z [ajab,chat the Lord cailed- unto 
weeping and morning, to baldneffe and girding with fackcloth, — 
and behold joy and gladnefle, flaying of oxen and killing of theep, | 
eating of ficth and drinking wine, even as chefe are calledalfo to. 
weep and houle for the mifery that is upon them 3 for be that be- 
leives not, wrath abides upon bims chatis, in bein g already; the. 
fumis, chat they have fed their pleafures, and foftred themfelveg 
in their hearts delighte, as ina day of captivity, making their ex-. 
ercife in tranfient things, cheir feaftival feafon and time,delight- - 
ing themfelves therein unto the full, in which the flaughcer and 
killing of thejuft ane doth confift. | i ee 

For nothing can feed unto fulneffe bue by mortifying of that 

’ whereon it feeds, becaufe it muft turne into the fubftance and na- 
ture of the ching fed and nourithed. | : 

So thata wicked man takes not away his owne proper life in 
his banquetting and wantonizing in’the corrupt defires of the 
ficth, and things which are tranfitory and fading; but he takes a- 
way the life.of another, he flayes not himfelfe who lives after the 
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ficth ; but he flayes chat Fatling the Lambof God, by temporizing 
and carnallizing that word of God unto himfelfe, and fo it be- 
comes his proper-nouvifhment, which is that portion of meate 
which the world univerfally (in its wicked and unfaichfall 
Stewards) gives unto its Pupils ; therefore it is that Chrift makes 
that complaint in all his Saints, For thy jake are we killed all the 
daylong, and counted as (beep for the flaughter s that iz, the great day 
of feafting unto the world, without the mortification of whom. 
_ hey cannat be fed; for the two witneffes are killed in Chrift, which. 
are the two Candlefticks, which hold forth all light of truth, and 


the two olive irees, which feed the light with oyle that ie never go 
out, but fland before the god of the earth 3 thatis, as Davids feed is 
faid to be before God as the Sun, thac is fledfaft and firm for ever 
in glory, as God himéelfeis. . : 
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&., Yea, they are thofe two Prophets which prophecied one thoufand two 


hundred and threefcore dayes, which is the {ame time of two and for- 
ty moneths ; and of Elias his three yeares and fixe moneths of 
drought, asalfo ofthethree dayes and an halfe > wherein they 
‘dye unburyed, only in variety of glory , and truth of witnefle 


and ceftimony which is in atwo.fold refpe& , and they that flate 


the wicnefle in any other, carnallize the word of God » who can 


only witnefle by prophecy or interpretation unto the eternall e-— 


face of the man of God, as alfo.ofthat man of fin, which are 
thofe two great Candlefticks whereon the light of Gods mercy 
and fevericy thine for ever, which never wants oyle for the trim- 
ming and {upply of it, fignified by thofe two olive trees, which 
none can interpret but the fpirit of God ic felfes therefore it is 


not done by army, nor by power, but by /pirit faith the Lord of boftssfox 
no man can give a true interpretation or teftimony of the eternal 


eftate and condition of the juft and unjuft for time to come: 


_ _ bat he thac can wicnes unto it as ic is eternal, with refpe& of time’ 
paft alfo,which none cando fave our Zerubbabel, that Strangerfrom 


Babels confutation (as his name fignifies ) therefore they who 
affirms an eternal condition untojuft and unjuft for time to come, 


and cannot interpret in poins of looking back how itis really - 
without beginning, they affirm they know not what, & are falfe 


witnefies againft Chrift the Son of God:and where this teftimony 


failes, the witneffesare killed, and put to death, which is in that 
Sodome'and AEgypt, where our Lord is crucified: And as they are de#d_ 
in the world for three dayes and an halfe, fo are they alive the 


fame term of time in God, and never want oyleto give the light 
and brightneffe thereof ; in che one we fee from what we are eter-. 
nally delivered, and in the other to what we are eternally delive- 


_ ved, fo thacthe three dayes and halfe isthe fame with that time, 


times, and the divifton of time, in which the woman is fayd to bein 


che wilderneffe, ic is foratime;thatis, one fimple time or a Gk 
Of eternity, it is times plural ly ; thac is, there is atime of the Son 


' of God, wherein nothing of the fon of perdition ig contained ; 


and there isa time of the fon of perdition, wherein nothing pro- 


| per to the ftate of che Son of God is contained, 


And thereis che divifton of time, that is, in one fimple & indivi« 
duall a& of cternicy,, chey are everlaftingly feparated and divi- 


F 2 ! ded, 


yb 


ded, ininicely remote from each other-in all things which ap- 
pertain and belong unco them. ; ae te ees 
~ Uf this Candleftick were noe removed ( foric is but one by che — 
teflimony of the Prophe: Zachary, with feven bowles) and this 
oyle and lighe excinG in the world, and thefe Prophets, or chig 
Prophet Killed , the men of Belial could never glue themfelves 
wich che things of the fleth, nor fo fend abroad and communi- 
cate the gifis thereof one with another as now they do, holding. 
only to the word of the beginnig of Chrift, and ceafe not theres 
from, or the elemente and rudiments of Cheif; or if you will, 
the leccer of Chriff, or licerall Chrift, as the word imports , that. 
hiftoricall Chrift contained in fuch a cime of the word, and not 
elfe.excant, confined to fuch a place, elfe-where not reaily 
prefent, vifible onely in fuch a particular perfon, orelfenot 
apparant, nor to be found : Thefe men that are ever laying 
dgaine the foundation of repentance from dead wor ks, faith towards God 
of the dodrine of baptifme, and laying om of bands of the refurre- 
dion from tbe dead, and of eternall. judgement , having them-ftill . 
eo begin as in a fubje& out of Chriff, not placing thearall in chat” 
one eternall.a& of God in forming of Chrift, as in that commor 
faith once and for ever delivered unto the Saints, but have ever anew 
fabrick to fet up which is not yet raifed, andan old houfe to pull 
down, not yet demolithed 3: whereas the fumme of the Gofpel is 
onely to proclayme what is ( 4d fum )'thefe men. never accaine 
that perfeion which the Apoftle there onely exhorts and leads 
unto. a 
_ Thefe men will ever fuffer the carkaffes of the Prophets to be buried, 
for their dead bodies muft lye in the ftreets of that great. City where our 
Lord is crucified; that is, they muft fer up a livelefle form of an 
eternall efface, to allure and tercifie the world: but take away 
that proper fpiric and life, thac is the onely agitator and: mover 
in each of chem, giving a livelefle form to a Church & Ordinan- 
cet, zg alfo the world.and praGiccs thereof, wich no more fub- 
ance of the proper fpiris of eicher, then chere is the vertue of fire 
ina fhadow thereof painted upoma wall, which to fee a company 
of men to ftand by, and diligently turning themfelves-to warme, . 
— inextreamity of cold, would make a wife man admire : Such is 
_ the careand zeale of moft-Charches (ifnot of of all) ere&ted in 
thefe dayes ; hey have taken away the life of che Prophets, buc- 


ees | _ keepe. 
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keep a dead form, as the Pharifees buile theic Sepulchres: They 
pave barked my Olive tree Cas the Prophec complayns ) that no fapp 


nor oyle can afcend : And they bave taken away the fever lamps and pipes 
from the top or head of the Candlefticke , that no light can {bine in the 


— Saudtuary. 
And asit is the greatefi (hame and abomination for man notto 


bury his dead ( his own kind ) out of fight, when his nakednefle 
doth appeare, being difroabed of all humane abilitics, even fo ic 
4g the abhomination and fhame thas the world glories in, to keep 


that great body politick of humane wifdome unburied in the 


Chuvches, which‘te that which gives form and being to all theic 


-temporary Inflicutians and Ordinances, whichis as voyd of life 


proper to the wildome and fpirit of God, as a dead body 1s when 
the fouleis departed. eS | 
And therefore cannot move nor breath ont the reality of the 


Fa being of tliat eftate both of the juftand unjuft, to be as truly with- 


out beginning a¢ withont end; for che world doth not eternize 
the Son of God by that common of trinity in unity, and unity in 


_grinity inthe divine eflence , for heis noc Chrift that annointed 


fon of God, but as he is confidered in both natures 5 nor is the e- 
cernall wifdome, or work of God ( befeeming himfelfe , who is 
infinite and erernal ) extant, but in thas workmanthip of Chrift 5 


for it is true, that as the feed of man propagates not his Kind, but 


43 confidered in male and female, even fo the immortall feed of 


| -. God produceth not his off-fpring, but a8 confidered in God and 


man in Chrift, therefore they have killed the faithfuli and true 
witneffe, the head and top of the creation of God, by not giving 
him the reality of being from eternity ; therefore he is fayd tobe 


* one that was dead and is alive; or as the word is, he # dead in the 


prefent tence, as in the wicked, and (is) alive, that 18, in the 
Saints ; for the word tran{lated ( was _) isthe fame where the A- 
poftle faith, I ( am ) an Apoftle in the prefent tence. 

And here let us adventure to infert a word of the nature of the 


unity between Godard man, which eternizeth the eftate both of» 


jak and unjokt, feing there is in both mans nature which is cem- 


“porary made and broughe forth in time, being a reall and ‘pro-- 


per creature, 


_ Forthe unity soatisin Chrit which isa being joyned unto » 
| the - 
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‘the Lord, and becoming one fpirit, or one myftical and fpiricual 
eltace and condition together with himfelfe,. =~ te 


_Confider wich me, that there is in the eternall an aptneffe to 
do, or to be, and a proper principle er fountaine from which he 


doth, or is {uch a thing. 


For doing; and being the thing done, areconjan@tive, never fe- - 


perated, buc where the one is, there ie the other; to do the law 


of God, is to be the law of God, and fo the Saints arealawunto 
themfelves, as well ag the profane Gentiles, the one not having - 


or doing the law of the flcth, no more then the other hath or is 

che law of the fpiric. seshieeg 7eVete et bogie) 

- God therefore'ig apr, and promptto know, to be wife,prudent, 
‘to debate, determine, and conciude, to love, to pity, co have 
‘compatlion, to be at peace, to be kinde, joyous; and falvation : 
but he doth, or is shefe from that principle or fountain of good- 


nelle and. bounty wherein hee communicates himfelfe unto. 


another in the being and exercife of them all, wherein is 
fuch infinite fulnefle 5 that chat which is proper unto the 
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‘Principles and pra€tice of a creature, is fuperfuous in every one 


of them. 

So thatin whatfoever a chriftian is united unt@, or comuni- 
cates with God in, icis properly and originally of God and nos. 
of the creature, as his Sonthipis of God, and not of the proper 

-off-{pring of man, being begotten not of mortal], but of immor- 
tall feed, fo are all che lineaments of God and man in Chrift,, 


Af wifdomejoyne; the Tabernacle that God builds, and not man, itis 


the wifdome of God; if love make the contrad, it is the love of 
God thed abroad in the heart, and not the love of man which is 
enmity with God ; if faith eftablifh the heart that ic wavour not, 
it is the faich of God, which és ihe power of God to falvation, wherein 


-confifte the great work of God whichis in beleiving ; as Ghrift” 


tels him that asked, what {ball I do to work the work of God? beleine 
(faith he) for therein it confifts ; for it was by the wark of faith that 
Abraham was juftified, and not by that vaine or empty faich with- 
out works; thatis, without the prefent power and operation 
of God, for fach faith the Devil may attaine unto, who beleives 
there is one God, and trembles, but doth not confift in his power as 
‘made one of twaine in.Carift. ) 


ee ae oe 


ng So thae whatfoever is in thig unity, is properly and originally ; 


of God, and that froma principle or law of his bounty and 
goodneffe whereby, he communicates himf{elfe unto another in 
all things, which chat law or goodnefle of his nature is apr and 


prompt to be, and todo, whereby he forms himfelfe in his Son, 


without whom, or out of whom, henever had being, cook form 
inany will or Jaw, nor put forth himfelfe ‘in any Operation, 


therefore itis faid ( {peaking of Chrif, God and man ) all things 


were made by him, and without bim was noibing made. 

For lif ever God bad had being, or motion, fomuch’as of 
minde, and will out of man, it had ever been fo, and then falvae 
tion had not been, the Saviour had never appeared ; for falvati- 
on canot be compleat, but in him that faves, and is alfo faved: 
and the Almighty never was, but as he is a God of falvation, yeain 
the plurality thereof as the expreffion ofthe Pfalmiftis, the be- 


‘ginning of Chrift therefore canot be fathomed, nor {panned out 


no more then. the beginning of the Almighty and ecernall can, 


' though there be that in Chrift which is in time, yet he takes not | 
his proper being from that, no more then man takes his proper 
being from his body, but from his rational foul and fpiric, which » 


inlivenech, a&eth, and moveth the fame. 


_ And in the one and the other doth the glory of the Sonne of 
_ God exift; for God working in and by the faculties, or aptitudes 
todo in the foule, or fpiric of the creature, thereby his. vertues. 


and operations come to be diftin@and fo full of variety of glory, 
being the {pirit and life of the creature, confiftsin change of mo- 
tion, or operation, alfo here the worke of God have their proper 


_. times, feafons,and opportunities, whichinche proper and fimple 


eternal could never be. 

Furthermore, as man works not by che principles and proper~ 
ties of the creature, but by thofe that are proper to God, denying 
him felfe, being refigned over. unto God, and foall hig operations. 
become of an eternal race and virtue,and are in the crue and reall 
account and reckoning of eternity, of fuch nature is the conditi= 
on of the Sonne of God, therefore the Prophet faith, whe can-de- 
clare bw age : heis thefirft and the laft, if he never end in being 
daft, he never had beginning as he is the firf, but is from eternity 
to eternity, though that be in him which ig cemporary in ic felfe, 


even as muns body lives and underftands , though of is felfe 
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fehath, nor doth either, as appears when the fouls is depar- 
ted. 82> | ) Spt es Bee : 
Secondly, concerning the unity of Harlots, for be that is joyned 
unto an harlot ws one fle(o ; thatig, one carn all and corrupt eftate, in 
which all the ligaments thereof are {uch as properly the creature 
is the originall and-fountaine of, and not the Creator ; how then 
/ can this unity be ecernall, when the proper bond is of that which 
“Gismortallandcemporary. | eights 

To this we anfwer, thar there are certain faculties or aptitudes _ 
to do, or tobe in the foule ofa man ; a3alfo a law or principle 
by which it is, or doth fuch things, and for theapticudestodo 
or to be s We may fafely fay, that whatfoever the Almighty is .- 
prompt unto ; that through the fublimicy and excellemcy chat 
God hath made the fpiric of aman'to be of, he is prompt unto 
the variety of operations and excellencies that are in the Son of 
"God, yea even to.compaffe the earth, and comprehend all things, 
and find out the canfes, relations, and operations of them ; yea, 
even to eternize himfelfe on the earch, by calling his lands by his 
natne, by living in his pofterity ; by fome great work wrought, 
or monument fet upto memorize him unto pofterity and ages 
tocome; yea doubtleffe fome Scatef-men and Politiciansofthe — 
world are apt to lay plots and platforms howto bring about, — 
accomplifh, and achieve chings, which they know canneverbe © 
done in their dayes, that their wifdome and policy may live — 
and be in ufe when they are gone: and of {uch ufe, and from fuch © q 
aptitudes come humane Chronicles, writing of bookes, or the 
like, to reach to eternity, which God only wifeis. So that man 
works in, and by the aptitudes of God, bat not from that law 4 
and principle proper to the Son of God. | Se 
For whereas God out of that law of bounty and goodneflecf | 
his nature communicates himfelfe in whatfoeverhe isapttodo, © 
and be, whereby he doth ic, and is it in the creature. , 
‘The creature exercifing ic felfein the way of mans wifdomein 7 
things which God him(elfe is prompt to be andcodo, not by gi-. 7 
ving himfelfe up unto God co be his, and not his owne, but by 
chat principle of felf- love, and law of exalting the arm of fefh,he © 
arrogates unto himfelfr, and monopolizth the things proper to: 
God unto himfclfe, afcribing them untothe things of manto | 
beautifie and to fet up the things of the creature thereby, attribu- © 
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ting and giving unto the flefh that which is proper only unto the 
Son of God, which is a turning of the truth of Ged inte a lye; 4 chan~ 
ging the glory of God into the image of a corruptible man ; and a worfbip- 
ping and ferving of the creature inftead of the Creator , who is bleffed for 
ever, Amen. 

We conclude then, that as God by that law of grace exercifeth 
him({elfe in all his excellencies in the aptitudes of mans foul, fil- 
ling them with himfelfe fo, as the things of eternity cometo be 
diftin@, to have their proper feafon, time, place, yea and perfon, 
fo as the Saints are cruly diftin&, and the operation of their 
faith, as che Apoitle amply declares in chat to the Hebrews, Chap, 
yg ee aa 

So alfo that man of finn, through that carnal! law exercifeth 
himfelfe in the aptitudes of God, filling them with the things of 
the creature, fo as they become unmeafurable, not bounded 
by any time or feafon , but take in the vaft {pace of eterni- 
ty, and fo the ftate of the wicked is alfo everlafting in that 
fon of perdition,as well as in that Son of God,and yet that which 
is born of the fle(h is fle(b , and that which is born of the {pirit -is [pirit 5 
but both perpetuated, of like race, in refpe& of time in the fighe 
of God, and all chat judg and difcern according to the {piri of 
God ; for as itis affirmed of chat eternall word, that it was in 
the beginning. Inthe beginning was the word, and the word was with 
God, and the word was God. 

So itis affirmed of the wicked one, that be is a man-flayer from the 
beginning, and not te abideinthe truth , but is a lyar, arid the father of 
it, There is thereforea change, and a reall change in Satan , for 
ehe truth of God is turned into a lye in him, buc itis inthe number 
and aét of bis being : fo chat it is as true and reall, chac he wasnre 


- ver otherwife, and therefore he is faid alfo co be the fountaine and 


father of it, as he that is fo originally, even as Abrabam thac high 


_ Father, and ancient of dayes, is fayd to be the father of the faitbfull, 


as the originall and propagator of them all. 
And without this unity of the harlot , proftrating and adulte- 


rating the word of God unto the Iufls of men, Satan is not 


- known, but works in and by, and is converfant with man, and 


man knows it not. 


Itistruealfo, that there is a change, and a reall change in 


Chrift the fon of cheblefled, for mans mature is changed from 
| ! G its 
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Ta? . : 
its vifiofity and vanity proper tothe wifdome of a creaeure, to 
become the undefiled of God in the blefling and reality of fon- 
thip : but this change # from the manner, infant, and eternall-adt of 


bi being; fo that ic is ag cruechat he was never other but chat un- 


defiled and reall fon of God bleffed for ever, wich refpe&to time 
paft, and that which is to come. tt pet 
So thatthe Son of God is never alivein the (piric, but Satan is 
dead in andtc him; nor ig Satan alive in thefiefh , bus Chrittis 
dead in, andtohim, and by his {lavghcer the world nourifheth 
its heart, and feafts ic felfe ; fo that the mortification of the {piric 
of the Scripture, or word of life, isthe revivall of che letcer, 
which becomes the proper nourifhment of the carnall minde, 
which is chat ftate of death, for to be carnally minded is death. - 

So alfo itis truein Chrift, that the mortification of the flefh 
in the abrogating of chat carnall law of fia and death, is the flay- 
ing of that Leviathan Sea-Dragon, or man of Sin, who w given to 
be meate for Gods people in the wilderneffe ; that is, itis the revivall 
of che {pirit which becomes the proper nourifhment of the fons 
of God, andis that bread from heaven that perifbeth not , and food of 
eternall life which abides for ever : And as food becomes one with 
that body that feeds upon it; in the nourifhing of it, fodoth the 
{pirit and life of the living and eternall God, become one flare 
and condition in that man.of God, and myfticall body of Carift 
Jefus our alone Lordfhipand falvation. =, . | 

And fo alfo doth that fpirit of death and deftru&ion, in that 
the crath of God is turned.into alye, become one fate and con= 
dition in that man of fin, that vile body and myftery of iniguity, 
wherein that eternal] death only confifteth ; and remayneth for 
ever. In the next verfe he declares who it is they have killed,and- 
the manner of ita, Khetas | 


e [43] 


Verf, 6. Tee bave condemned and have billed the juft, and ke 
doth not refift you. 


Wherein obferve, 
a. The a& of the wicked, Yee bave condemned, and have killed 
the juft. | 
2.° The rhe Pa of the Juft, He doth not refift them. 
Their 2& is cwo-iold, . b5-3 ig 
4. They condemn him. 
2. They kill him. 


I. Y the juit here (a8 hath been declared ) is meant, the Lord 
B.. righteou(neffe, or our juftice, as the Prophet calls him, 
Whole path is as the foining light which flineth more and more unto the 
| perfect day 5 thacis, hach all manner and motions of glory init, 
r as from the rifing of the Sunne unto the height thereof, it is he 
onely in whom perfe& juftice refides , which con fifts in a Jufti- 
_fier, and a joftied, which is only found in Chrift, out of whom 
no pericG juftice Is found ; for if the Juftifier be one, and the ju- 
fied another individuall, or fubftance, there is a fraftion in the 
a&, iradmics of defaule and imperfeGion , you cantor find it 
whole in eicher of chem : Chrift therefore is only joft; and hence 
jt-is, thar feates of Judicature mufteither condemn bim in the 
world, orelfe chéey cannot jaktifie themfelves to have the perfecti- 
on of the Law, fo they are fayd here to condemn the juf, or thas 

| jof one. ia 
| To conderin iuplies the giving of fentence,as by law, for there 
| mutt bea diicerning web’ is by a rale,orelfe fentence ¢ nnot paffe; 
and every thing hath its proper end peculiar law,whereby it 
| Meeks co effe&, the confervation and fafety of of it felfe in its 
| > ‘proper condition : and where the wifdom of the ficth and carnail 
| sind gives the proper being uncothe condition, ithatha certain 
| Jaiv, bond, or engagement uponit, in way of argamentall and 
legal] reatonirg for the fafety and confervacion of it fclfe in its 
own principles and echicvements, and to condemn and fentence 
what focver makes for the bane and overthrow of them, and unto 
that flands bound and engaged in it felfe, as co ite ruler or god. 
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Now the Croffe of Chritt in the crucification ofehe fl:th, and 


order of chat law of che {pirit, doth confoucd humane wifdome 
in the way of its being, snd all ics enter prizes, making it eile pro- 
per folly of the world, for it is written; [pilf deftroy the wi/dome 
of the wife , and will caft away tbe under ftunding of the prudent : Where 
is the wife ? where is the [cribe ? where is the dilputer of this world ? 
bat not God made the wifdome of this world foolifoue js? Therefore the 
wifdome of the ficth or carnali law, doth bind over, under penal - 
ty of deftruion of it felfe, to convenr, arraizn, convi&, con- 
dem, and paffe a final] fentence upon the Son of God > thar law 
of the fpiric of life, otherwife ic cannot reteyn andconterve ic 
felfe : So that we may as foon (and with beeter acceptation ) 
| perfwade a rationall and ingenuons {pirit, to lye downe and utw 
terly forfake the nature and a@ivicy of his wifdome , and to be~_ 
come a bealt of the dulleft capacity, as to perfwade a carnall 
mind where the fon of peace is not , upon: the crue and proper 
conditions of the Gofpel, to become a fon of God. oy 
fcisnomarvell therefore though the world love their owne, and 
fate {uch as are taught of God, condemning fuch as jattifie the 
words of wifdome, which only fets forch the folly of the world, 
or elfeit appears not: And they only love the works of darkneffe , and 
dare not come to the light, leaft their deeds fbould be dicovered. . 
2. They do not only condemn, but they kill che Juft one, and 
that in acwo-fold refpe&. | 

Firft, confider, that a thing is faidto be killed, when ic is ex- 
pelled the proper place of its aboad , foie is {lain in way of ne- 
gation and denying ic its righs and due: Deny a fith the water, 
and itis killed; takea plant ont of the earth, and it withereth ; 
take water out of the Sea, and it moves not in ebbing and flow- 
ing ; and degy any thing the benefit of the ayre, and ic cannot 
live, no not the water, nor the fire ic felfe. 

Now man-kind is the proper place of Gods refidency and a- 
bode in rhe exercife and manifeftation of his wifdome 
him (elfe in the habitable parts of bis earth, even imthe 

But where the wifdome of the flcth beares: {way, and-makesits 
abode, therethe wifdome of God is denyed any place of refiden- 
cy ; therefore Chrift who is the wifdorie of God, and the power of God; 
lives not there in any of his opera: 
faid.of Fofeph, be is nat 5 chat is, he isnot living in chat heart. 
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2. Heis killed a@tually, by laying violent hands, or admini- 
fications upon him, ro the quenching of his fpiric, whereby he 
becomes lifes leffe in che world, haling bim co the places of execu- 
tion, for Chr ftneverappeared, or was known in the worid, but 
by vercue of an office, end infticution. 

For fiow can a King appeare, but by verin: of his inauguruti- 
oa; or a Prophet, but by orin che fpiritofa Prophet: Or what 
is a Pricf, if he have not fomewhat to offer? for he cannot bea 
Prict without. Chrit appears not, but by vertue of inftitution 
and commiffion to execute, perform, and do the will of the Fa- 
ther ; therefore he faith, I come not to do my owne will, but the will of 
him that fent me. i | 


Now toinftitute temporary O-dinances , and offices vanifhing 


and fading,not holding correfpondency wich the nature an d.con= 
ftirution of Chrift,it is to deftroy and thruft our the proper {pirit 
and authority of Chrif, as ic not having a being in the world.- 
For co frame en Office or Ordinance of Chritt, and not to have 
the fpirte of Chrift, is co deftroy and abohifh unto themfelves that 
myfiicall body of Chrift, even as a naturail body deprived of 
the foule chat gives ic life, is chereby abolithed and turned to pur 


trifaGion., 


Let us confider then how to form Ordinances, and eftablifh of- 
fices and Officers of Chrift; for ifthcy have not in them che fpirit 
ofChrift, they will prove no berter then thofe legall and Jewifh 
fervices taken up from Mofes, as reprefenting the letcer of she 
Scripture, and accordingly practiced in the dayes of Chiff, by 
Herod, Pontius Pilate, Scribes, Pharifees, Lawyers, and Souldiers, and 
che whole body of the people, who cryed out, crucifte him, crucifie 
him, away with bim. 

When water in the River or Pond hath the {piric of life from 
God in it, chen we thall count ic as. an Ordinance of Chrift; when 
brezd and'wine onthe Table hive the {piric of mortification of 
the flcth, and quickning power of the refurre@tion of @hrift in 
thent, then will they prove fpirituall Ordinances of Chrift, be- 


‘feeming the fon of the living God. 


For there is no office, exercife, or ordinance proper to the 


_ kingdome of God, that is voyd and deflicute of the holy fpirit of 


the Sonof God, who is that great ordinance of God in whom e- 
very particular is-wrapped up and infolded, and’not one of them 
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‘barren, or deftittte of che fame fpiris of life from God ; ocherwife 


all Ordinances and offices taken up from Chrift and his Apoftles,:. 


are of¢he fame nature of thofe taken up from Mofes in Chrifts 
days, and (hall prove of the fame cffe& when ever Chrift appears, 
for the one ftandsupon che proper leteer of the Scripture as well 
as the other ;and Satan can alledg the Scripture to back his 
temptation, as well as Chriftdoth, for the confounding of him, 
Now ifthe fpiric and life of fach Oxsdinances depend upon the 
Prieftsand Eiders, the Infticuters and. Confervators of chem 3 
why fhould chey then contend with thofe which they call Papiftr, 

_ but joyne hand in hand as being one with them. — | 

Let us remember therefore, that If we bereave the body of the 
proper foule and {piric of Chrift ,> we abolilh and deftroy the Jul 
one, and turn him to corruption unto our telves. 

3. Thenext poynt is the demeanor of the juft: And he refifteth 
you not;that is, he doth not flay or hinder your proje& & violence. 
from execution, he doth not detain nor keep back himfelf from 
you,but patiently fuffers himfelf to be difpoiled of all his vertues 

and excellenciesin you, whichare the native and proper opéra= 

tions of the Son of God, ceafing from his own work in yoa, that 
you may take your full fwinge in that which is proper and natu- 
rall unto you, as to exercife your pride and policy ; your prin- 
cipalities & powers of darkneffe, your (pirituali wickedneffes in kigh pla~ 
ces,.according tothe Prince of the power of the ayre. That whereioever 
any heart is empty and defticuce of she fpirit of God, hee infinu- 

‘ates himfelfeto be che fulnefle of its; chat according co that plen= 

ty of wickedneffe, the wrath of God may finde fuell co. kindle it 

felfeupon., and fo he freely without refifiance layes downe his 
lifein the wicked as a rantome, that he may take it egaine in his 

Saines, and inthim live forever: And fo much for the death of 

Chrift eccording to the fpiricin the men.of the world, who cruci- 

fie afre(h unto them elves the fone of God, and make a mocke of bir. 

Aad from this our Apoftle infers an exhortation con{ifing of 

Givers particulars, which do concern the death of Chrift accor- 

ding to the fleth, as he ig confidered in the Saints: and: thatis the 

fecond generall head in the Chapter, which is contained tothe 
¥2, ver je. | 
And with refpe@ unto death in both thefe refpedts, the Aroltte 


Paul {aixty God forbid that I (hould rejoycein any thing, fave inthe crofs . 
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of our Lord Fefus Chrift, whereby the world is crucifiedin me, and lan 
crucified in the world. : 


Vert. 7. Be patient therefore brethren unto the coming of the 

: Lord : bebold, thehubandman waiteth for the preci- 
fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it unti2 
he receive the early and latter raine. 


Wherein obferve; 


a, The terme or kinde appellation, Brethren. 

a. Anexhortation, in thefe words, Be patient. 
3. How long, or to what end; To the coming of Chrift, 
| Beem) an wre toabusbandman, with refpect to bis feed-time, and’ 
barveft. 4 


I. Nd firft, for the term given unto them, Brethren, which is 

A Awich refpe& unto that brother-hood whichis in Chrift, 
who is not afbamed to call us brethren, whereby he declares their dif- 
jan @ion and feparation from the men formerly f{poken of, as not 
being naturalized, or having any part or portion in that manner 
of death formerly expreffed, nor any allyance thereunto. 

2. Whence he infers the exhortation, Be patient therefore ; that 
is, as the Son of God fuffers himfelfe to be deprived and laid waft 
of all {pirituall glory, vertue, and operations of bis {pirit in the 
world, to refcue you and deliver you there-from, even fo do you 

fuffer your felves without any refiflance, to be routed and difpol- 

led of all humane, tranfitory, and fading excellencies of the 
world:that as he fully fuffereth in the wick«d in point of the {pi- 
rit , as being tayd walte of all the things thereof, for there is a 
fulfilling or fulneffe of the Scripture in Fudas and the Fewes in 
putting Chrift to death, in regard of the letter of it. 

So do you patiently endure to be difpoyled and layd watte of 
all that carnail and remporall glory of the world, in whatfoever 
it may feem to confift ; for there is a fulfilling or fuinefle of the 
Scripture in the man of Godalfo, even in that Emanuel, God 
with us, Orin uz, in regard of the true fpirit and life of the word 
of God, therefore the flcth muft be abolifhed, that fo the fainefs 

_. ofthe fpirit may appear, which otherwile it cannot do. i 
i, ekroabe. A é 2 
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himfelfe, namely into the fateand condition ¢ 
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“Che word cranflated patience, is the fame, where the 'Apofle 
jobn faith, I Fobn even your brother, and companion it tribulation, and 
ia the kingdome and patience of Fe/us Chrift, orin the Kingdome and 
under-abiding ct Jetus Chrift, ag che word is truly rendered 3 that 
is, a fuflesing of the Loffe of all things carnall and tranfitory, 
through that Princely power of the (pirit that reigns in the king- 
dome of God, that fo Chrift his (uffering in the feth may be as 
full and compleat as that in the {piric, that fo the form of the 
Cherubims on each end of the Mercy-feate May anfwer one to a- 
nother, from betiveen which the Oracle of God ever utteteth ie 
{elfe, and elfe- where expreffeth not ie felfe in the Santuary ; and 
bence is Chrift faid co come, or {pring up in this place, end thac 
is the third point unto what this fuffering tends, and whereunto 
#t ferver, and that is, to the coming of the Lord, | 
3. The word tranflated coming, fignifies to {pring , grow 
up, orafcend, teaching us hereby, that this is the Way of the re- 
furreGion of Chrift, and his afcention into al] fpiricuall and 


heavenly glory ; for he gives himfe! fe unto death, in refpe& of 


any life of che {pirit, being, or exifting in the world 
ry of his prefencein point of his divine grace, ¢ 
there, that is, in the wicked : and this is as a compleat and unva- - 
luable ranfome, whereby he purchafeth unto himfelfe miferable 
‘and fraile fleth in that way of his Sainte, to be pofleffed for ever in 
the power of his {pirie in all the fruits of righteoufne 


» Or any glo. 
Verto appeare 


fle, being 


j od, and heyrs’ 
of his Kingdom ; this patience therefore is co the coming of the ° 


Lord into unity and brother-hood with fraile man, 

The argumenc then ftands thus : If Chrift fuyffer death in the 
fpiric in the men of the world, freely giving up himfelfe thereun- 
€0 without refiflance to an eternall feparation of his {piric, and 
Blory of his power, from that which he himfelfe ig (namely 
man.) i 

Do you in like manner fuffer your felves to be deprived of all - 
the excellency & glory of this world, and freely lay down your 
lifein refpe& of any living cherenato, without refitance ; for ig 
ig not unto feparation or departure, but to the (pringing up and 
coming of the Lord, that you may afcend into that which he ig in 
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Let the worldtake notice, that ifthe Son of God give it its 
full {cope without refiftance, to fetup and exalt ic felfe in rickes, 
power; policy, and all wantonneffe-and latcivioufneffe, what a 
{hame is it to the world to deny him liberty and freedome in his 
Saints, to exercife him{elfe in all his vercues, offices, and operati- 
ons of his {piric in his honfe and kingdome, but they muft be 
judging him co be faCtious, feditious, pernicious, erroneous, and 
blafphemous, and that by fach as are moft properly fealed up 


unto carnall and humane principles in Schools of humane learn- | 


ing, foas chey dare not give an Expofition upon the word of 
God, but fo as it may be confonancco che rules of humane Are, 
unleffe they receive it at fecond hand by fome approved Author, 
that pafleth for currantin the ftate where they live. While the 
world walks, and works in this {phear , we fhall fee nothing a- 
mong the fons of the mighty, but meerly Badels confufion. For 
the moft curious Artift deftitute of the {pirit of God, exercifing 
in the word of God, brings forth the greaceft confulion ; for he 
is bound to preferve and maincayn the fich, which in all poyats 
lufteth againft the {pirit, and is contrary thereunto : Sothat it is 
the divifion of language, for his tongue is divided from God 
in all exprcflions, if hee be underftood according to his true 
incent. 

4. Theamplification follows by an elegant allufion to a Huf- 
bandman, with refpect to his {eed-time and harveft. 

We all know of what uature the patient waiting ofa husband- 
man ig, with refpe&to his feed-timeand harveft: Let us theree 
fore take out che meaning of the allufion, whereinis contayned 
amyftery implyed in this word Bebeld, noting unto us the ap- 
pearance of a figne or wonder, a8 was formerly fayd of the fame 

hrafe. 
" Now the Husbind-man is the Son of God , who fowes good 
feed in his field : Bur che enemy in this his fleep of death, unto the 
fpirie in the men of the world ( or man of fin ) fowes tares , for 
it is che word of Gad thas is fown in the world ; but being recei- 
ved and formed by the mould, compofed of the principle and di- 
&ates of humane wifdome, which hath in ic che very charaQters 
of the letrer of the Scriptures, which is the compleat form of the 
Jaw of fin and death ( even as the wi(dome of the {piric hath in it 
_ the compleat form of the law of the fpirit of life) and being re- 
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ceived and formed in that mould ; ic becomes a pernicious and 
unfruicfall tare. : ater tere « 

In likemanner, as the fpirit of the creature being caft into that 
mould of wholfome DoGrine, doth through that wifdom o* God 
(become in it) the true feed of immortality, to increafe with the increa- 
fiigs of God. | 


/ aad 


— Inthe allufion or metaphor, we have to confider, 
a. A wonder notedintbe word, Behold. - 
2. A patient waiting or abiding ; The husband-man waitech. 
3. For what ? ibat is, for the precious fruits of the earth. 
4. The time is, wich long patience. 


5- The meanes of receiving them, and that #, The formerand lat- | 
cer raine, , 


Bi for the word Behold, implying a wonder, note thus much 
in the diftinCtion of ic from the former expreffion, for the 
word of God in every phrafe hath its peculiar and diftin® luftre... 
In the former, Chrift is brought in as an hireling in his death in 
the fpirit here, as the Husbandman, or Lord of che harveft, in his 


dying unto the fleth. 


Whence we obferve; 


“That it is a like wonder and miraculous aét and deed, for the fonne of 
God io be made an hireling in the world, or kingdome of men, as it is for 


| the forme of man (Enoch, forry and bafe man, made of the earth) to be 


made Lord of the barveft, ruler of heaven and earth. Let this be the 
only ufe of it, co carry newes to all men, that he that knows not 
the myftery of the one, cannot unfold the Chidah, that hidden 
matter or riddle of the other ; for the {piri of Jofeph can interpret 
the dream of Pharaob’s Baker, as well as chat of his Butlers. 

2. The busbandman waites; The wordimplyes a wayting, as an 
over-feer, to give things their due, and to keep from harm ; hee 
tarries and abides by his field to fee that nothing be wanting, 
nor that any tare be pluckt up to the hure or difadvantage of che 
corne, bus will have them grow together till harveft. 


Whence weobferve, ssi a 
That there can be natrue and acceptable division made betwixt wheat a 
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_ sand tares, juft and unjuft, but by the per fee growth and ripeneffe of them 
both 3 the man of God muft be brought forth unto perfedtion, fo aljo muft 
the man of finne. Yea, the feed of God fown in that great field of 
the world, not in one age, bat in all ages thereof; az alfo the feed 
of the Serpent, or-tares fown by thatevill one, muft be opened 
unto the full meafure of fin, and righteoufnefle in the one, and in 
the other, or el/e noman can rightly divide between the precious and 
the vile. He cannot pluck up a tare ocherwife, buthe hurts the 
wheat; for no man can fcant a wicked man of the fulneffe of fin, 
but he bef{mears the Juftone, that holy one of God, wich what 
hee Kkeepes back from the wicked ; for if it be not brought uncta 
the wicked, as co its proper feate in its perfeCtion , it is lefc unto 
the Son of God, as he yee abiding under it. Thies Lord of the 
Harveft therefore waits asa carefull and diligent over-{eer, chat 
no fuch great inconvenience and cvill befall his field, or hinder 
the right and joyfull in- gathering of his harveft. 

They cherefore that go about to gather in the wheat , or binde 
up the tares, before they be waicers and over-feers unto fulnefie 
and perfection of both, that they can truly fay, che harveft is 
come, which is the end of the world ( namely of all worldly excel- 
lencies of the Saints ) thefe are thofe unskilfull fervants which 
know not the mind of the Lord, nor is their enterprize accepta- 
ble unto him. | 
. 3. He waits for the precions fruits of the earth, and tarries and a- 
bides to preferve all chings in order and place, tothe appearing 
of them, which are the abundant and fruicfull exercifes of mercy 
and juftice, which {pring up in the juft and unj. ft. 

Thefe are they which the Pfalmift {peakes of , when he faith; 
Mercy and truth are met together, juftice and peace bave hiffed each ether. 
For thefe are both alike innocenc end guiltlefle, precious, and of 
like difficulty to be found out, as they are gathered together, and 

zexercifed by the wifdome and power of God, who thrufts in the 
fickle of his wrath and difpleafure, as well as of his love and 

. good will, when the regions are white unto the harveftin the one 

refpe& and in the other. | 3 

Forit is alike precious thing in God to redeem and deliver the 

_cle& by man ; and yet to free man in point of his own proper na- 
cure and ability from being any caufe or furtherance in the work ~ 
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thereof, as it is tocondemn and deffroy the wicked by the Son cf 
God, and yet to free God in point of his own native properties 
and operations from being any farcherance of the work thereof, 
and without both the one and the other of thefe brought to 
light, che words of wifdome are not juftified. ans: 

in the one, he thar gloricch ( or ag the wordis ) praifeth him= 
felfe, itmuftbe inthe Lord, for the boafting of all flefh ie ex- 
cluded, 

Intheother , herhat is fhamefully difhoncured and bla{phe- 
med, itisonly inman, for the Son of God is moft glorious and 
excellent for ever, and moft precious fruits of jufiiceand mercy a-  _ 
rifeth from each of them, | : 

Inthe one, the Lord sloneis our (alvation and’ our ftrength 5 : 
and inthe other, Ob Ifrael, thy de ftrudtion is of thy felfe. 7 

_ ‘The fourth point is, the time of waiting, and that is with long 
patience. baa 
‘Phe fength of thie patience is anfwerable to the long fuffering of 
God in the dayes of Noah, who fuffered-hiay(elfe to be Mortified, in 
refpet of all {piricuall and holy things in Cain, even as Abel: wag 
by him flaine, and put co death ; forin Cain the life of righteouf- 
neffe never appeared, for he was deftroyed in his feed in the de- 
luge, in that refpe& never tc live ; onely none isto pnt him to 
death, nor diminith him in his living unto the flefh, in which re- 
{pec he lives tochis day, in thofe that wander in the wayofCain, as 
the Apofile ceacheth >». and fo Abels blood {peaks wrath in him 
untill now. 7 | 

And Adel is never to live after the fleh, nor bring forth an off- 
{pring in that way, and yet {peaks in that voyce of faith and 
life of Chriftin Seth, that fet one in bis fread, of whom Chrift came 
asan offering acceptable, and of {weer {melling favour before 
God for ever: 

This patience then hath thelength ofeternity init s;forhechar 
catinot expeét the reception, and rifling op of thefe fruits at an e- 
eernall diftance, as frefhand new in excrcife and execusion , as 
though they had never taken being before, both in mercy to the 
godly, and in terrourto the wicked: hecan never perceive, wor 
rightfully enjoy the prefent being of che one nor the other. 

Forif welook upon them according to the dimentions which 

God 
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God gives unto them, then are chey to come unto eternity, both 
the deftru@ion of the wicked in our ranfome, as the falvation of the 


juft in their parcha(ed poffefion , and they are both of them re~ _ 


ally prefent in that 2& of expe&ation , even as the Son of God is 
cne that is, and isto come: So that in patient waiting, we pof- 
feffe, and in prefenc poffeilion we patiently waite , elfe things 
are not looked upon, as having God in unity, but only as Crea- 
ture in relation to Creature: buc the Apoftle teititics, that Abra- 
bam in wayting for the Promife, had the prefent enjoyment of ir, 
and that ag the father of all che faithful, who only tnherit accor- 
dingly, and in no other way , and thence he bringe in the next 
point # | 

Which is the fifth in order , and that is the meanes of receiving 

of them’, and that is the early and the latter raine. 


This early and late raine, the Prophet Hofea calls it the firft rain 


inthe fecond, implying thac the reality of them both ig in one ad, . 


as the Son of God is fayd to be the firft and the laft, and yet bat one 
Chrift. 


Now we know, that in point of hu:bandry the firft raine gives 


properly the feed.to put forth root downward ; and the fecond, 
or latter raine caufeth to put forth into blade, eare, and full or ripe 
corne in the eare : Therefore the Prophet Tfaiab faith, that the efca~ 
ped of the houfe of Fudab (ball take root down-ward , and bring forth 
fruit upward. #3 
Now the rooting which the Sainte give both unto jaftand un= 
juft is from eternity , otherwife we give them not the proper 
dew of Chrift is from the womb of the early morning ; and the ground 
hereofis ( as hath been faid ) becaufe the ecernall is in the uni- 
ted, 
Lor th bis rootsand branches, and grow asa lilly ; and as the root goes 
down into eternity in point of time paft, elfe no proper meanee 
of growth, fa the branch in the heighe of ic, and fall corn in the 
‘eare, to the ripeneffe of ir, is unto eternity for time co come, elfe 
hharh it not the perfeGtion of its growth. 
And itisan a& of likenature in faith, and of like neceflity to 
(alyation,to give it felfe a being from eternity, a8 to give it felfe a 
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meanes of their growth; for the Pfalmift affiems that the birth= 


and therefore he is fayd to be a dew unto Ifrael, that be may caft 


being: 


eee Ee eases Sa er > y 
TT a ee - a ~ r 


eS 


Vil Fd 
Lie 

4 
, 
ae 
ie 
g 
4 
i 
iy 


Y 


4 
~~ 


re a Sie: ae Die BF 


‘ ' i ale 
Fee tes tens 


‘being to eternity 3 and hee that miffech in the one, and fianeth in: 
the other for hisecernicy to come, isbut from tradition. For 
wivhout the fecching up ofhimfelfefrom the one, and ftretching 
out himfelfe unto the other, he hath not the proper and effentiall © 
being of a Chriftian, therefore Chrift is defcribed in whomfoever 
he appears, to be he which was, and which is, and which is to come. 
Note here, that the miftake ofthis poine is che ground of all 
thas deceicfall doétrine at this day fo acceptable in the world, 
namely thac fuch excellent times , and alfo miferable dayes and 
places have been, which are not now to be found in the world, 
as I/rael, confidered both in Canaan, andin Agypt alfo ; and fuch . 
excelleng times are to come, a8 were never yet attained unio, a8 
in that new Ferufalem , calling of the Fewes, or Chrift coming to. 
reigna certaine {pace on theearth, asthe fole Monarchotthe ~ 
world, taking the letter of che word in which death confifts, to 
be their proper guide and directory, whereas the proper {cope 
and intencis, by an hiftoricali narration of things which have 
been, co fetch up things of an eternal] nature, to give thema pre=_ 
fent and reall being both in juft & uajaft, froma time fo carly,as 
none can ever déefcend beneath, to prefent it ocherwife:And alfo 
when the Scriptures {peake in way of Propheticall predi&ion of 
things that aretocome, men take occafion thereby tocarry us 
up in a phanaticall conceipt ; to look after that which never yet 
was, whereas the {cope is to fetch down things that reach unto 
eternity to give us the prefent enjoyment ofthem, which never 
any can get beyond, or climbe higher ; this deceitfull (piri of, 
was, or will be, but is not in prefent exiftence, could never en- 
dure the prefent appearance of Chrift. | 
But if bebe truly made manifefl, ic isa torment unto them, 
and they fay in heart, be comes to torment them before their time. Bur 
to conclude this point, we affirm that prefent precious fruit, to» 
gether with patient waiting for, isthe proper inheritance of the 
promife, containing both fowing and in-gathering in the king- 
dome of God ; and co feparate them, is to divide Chrift, who is 
ever in unity, and never without the fayd refpe&s, whereupon 
he brings in che mexe words aean inference. 
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—Verf. 8. Be yee alfopatient , ftablifh your hearts , for 
. the coming of the Lord-dra meth nigh. 


~ 


In which words obferve, 


1. The renewing of the exbortation ; Be ye alfo patient. 

2. Anenlargement thereof, drawn from the former metaphor or 
1 _. amplification, in the fe words, Stablith your hearis. 

3. Tbe ground or reafon of it ; For the coming of the Lord: 
| _ - draweth nigh. , 
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| B E ye alfo patient ; that is, do every one of you ftate himfelfe in 
the condition of the Husband-man, and perfonate the Hut- 
bandman in him(felf,that fo in patient waiting for,you may enjoy 
the harvelt of the promif in the precious & rare things of God in 
Chrift, and in the prefent enjoyment of them, you may expe& 
the coming of them in like glory, power, and virtue for e= 

_ ver, co. 
|. The earth brings forth fufficient for its inhabitants in one year, 
but ic hath not {pent its virtue, bur hath a new glory and ftore 
brought forth the next alfo, continuing ics virtue and ability 
therein from the beginning ; and fhall we think that ever the 
Sonne of God fhail be fo comprehended and grafped up together 
in his glory and virtue, that he hath it not to bring fortha frefh, 
bothin mercy and juftice, as though it had never before appea~ 
red; not fo, for in bis presence is fociety, and fulneffe of joy 3 that is, 
perfeCtion thereof at prefent ; and at bis right hand are pleafures for 
evermore ; thatis, adelightfull and pleafant renewing of them 

for ever. “4 | | 

Note here, that thofe perfons, that preach a defe& and imper- 
fcGtion in Chriftianity, they ever holda time to-come when there 
fhall never be more attained, though not at death, yet at the day 
of their carnallized judgement, whichis all one, as to hold that 
the Sonne of God may be exhaufted and drawn dry in refpe& of 
his virtues, as though he were not that jiving founcaine thag runs: 
afrcth for ever,.or as though the eternall were wrapt up in the 
ae bounds: 
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the glory and cop of fuch mens religion , chat teach or holdan 


bounds of time, and that infinke were now bcocome finite, thisie. — 


imperfection in the face of Chriffianity;and it is only cradition ~ 


that keeps them from preaching icin Crrift allo, for otherwife — 


they know not his psrteGion. - 

2. Heads farther in the exhortation grounded upon the for- 
mer doGrine, Stablifhyour bearts ; that is, fettle, fix, and conficme 
your fpirits upon this foundation , or two-fold piller in she 
Sonne of God, namely the reality of his immediate prefence, 
compleatly and perfe&ly, and chat keis no leffe compleatly to 
come ; therefore itis, that he comes in preaching peace to thei that 
are afarr off, e& te them that are nigh , alluding to the hiftory of the 


~ Jewesand Gentilis, but che body and truth isin Chrift, foricis 


no patradox to faith, to fay Chrift is che nearcft, and alfo the 
farthet of ; for faith is the fubjiftance of things boped for; chatis, it 
is theprefent being of things that yet are not, for hope which is 
feenis no hope. © | 
And it is the evidence of things not feen; that is, itis a plaine de- 
monftration of that which yet appears not; for he never appears 
but he hath anew manifeftation of himfelfe yee cocome, other- 


_ wife the Sonne of God would waxe old ; and that which waxeth 


ld, is ready to vanifb and paffe away 2 but he abides for ever, with-. 
out decay, like that eld commandement that is from the beginning, and 
ibat new commandement that is ftill co come, and {pring up afrefh 
in ali chac are increft therein. | 
Againe, weare tobe eftablifhed in this in like manner, that 
there is the prefent being of wrath in the wicked, and likewife to 
come, as though ithad never yet been ; for be that believes uot, 
wrath abides upon him already , yea and it is the wrath to comealfo, 
and t! er-fcre there is a fearfull expectation of wrath inthe wicked, for. 
there is a hoarding up of wrath, as havirg ftored up the perfection of 
it, and it is againft a day of wrath and revelation of the juft judgement 
cf God, which is likewile to come. | 
" In thefe things we are to have our hearts confirmed, andto 
fiand faft, as that Angel that frunds with one foot on the fea, and theo. 
xpon ihe dand, lifting up bis band to heaven, and {wears by him that crea- 
ied all things, that time (hall be no more ; and that with that courage 
and boldnefle, os ina lyon that roareth 5 for howfoeverallthings — 
| that 


_ that God hath made may be faid co be fabje& unco the circuit of 
time, yet is chere no time of that man of finne, chat time of tur- 
bulent trouble of the fea, found in che man of God, in that giiet 
reftin the land of Emanuel, Jefus Chriit, the oath of confirmation 
hath paffed thae pucs an end to all controverfic; no time of Sa- 
tan in the Son of God : neither is there any time, or age of man 
found inthat Antichrift and fon of perdition; an oath is paft, to - 
put it out of doubt, that in the one refpe& and the other, time 
fhall be no mcre; and he thatisan Angell, or mefienger from 
heaven, can boldly and confidently prociaime the fame. 

Therefore when the feaven thunders utter their voyce, and Fobn is ae 
bout to write,hearing them diftin@ly,yet is forbidden, for the fame . 
voyce hath a prohibition in it, and commands alfo to feale them 
up asa fecret. = : 

Por the myftery of iniquity is tobe fealed up, as a fevenfold ful- 

_ meffe and perfection thereof in that man of finne, and fave of the wic- 

_ ked, fo that no letter, nor chara@er thereof, be once mentioned 

as cecorded in that ftate and condition of Chriftianity, tha is by 

Jefus Chrift. 

_ Soalfo that fevenfold myftery of God in as plain and apparant voyce 

| Unto the gracious Saint, is to be fealed up in that flate and condition of the 

Sonne of God, fo as not one letter, or fillable thereof, no nota jot 

or tittle, be mentioned, as recorded in the-ftate of the man of fin, 

thofe Rolls of Babylon, Scatuces af Omry,and Chronologies of all 

Wicked Ababsand Fefabels whatfoever, for the voyce of the fe- 

_ venfold perfection of the myftery of God, is filent and {peaks 

_ hot in any of chem all. 

Note here hence, that fuch ag wrice bitcer chings tn the Sainte 
of God, as fin, and uncleanneffé, not yer purged and taken away, 
_ as alfo good things in wicked men, as remenders of that good [- 
_ mage of God wherein man was created, they know ntither che 
prohibition, nor yet the command given anto that great 
| Angell that comes down from heaven ; nor have they the 
oath of God upon them, for che confirmation of time, to 
‘put ic out of coatroverfie in the foules of men, how itisno 
more, ’ 


The ground of the feeling of the heart through patience fol 
~ lowes, 
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Becaufe the coming of the Lord drawes nigh, 


_ . By Lordhere, is meanc the Lord fefus, and by coming is meant 

ghis grouchor {pringing upinhis perfeCtion : The word draw, 
fignifies che continuation and extention of a thing co the utter- 
moft, asinehe Pfalms, draw out thy loving kindneffe to them that 
know thee, or extend and continue thy loving kindneffe to 
them that know or acknowledge thee, to be what indeed chou 
arte. | | 
And againe, wilt chou draw out or extend thy wrath unto all 
generations, or wile thou draw out thy wrath to generation and gene= 
ration; as if he fhould fay, is not shy wrath extended unto that 
generation of che sicked one, tha feed of the ferpent, in the ful- 
nefle and perfe&ion thereof, and therefore the generation of the. 
juft are cleared and a q it from.the fame for ever, fo that it cane 
‘ not be drawn out to generation and generation, in cafe chat one pof- 
fefle the fulnefle of ir. 

The word nigh, fi-nifies unity, and chat in the neareft bond of 
affinity, therefore ic is faid, thou (halt not come nigh thy kine; that 
is, to enter into contra& and copulation with chem, which is of | 
fuch nearneffeas two to become one fl-(h, where there is a leaving 
of fatber and mother, co becc me one inthat mutuall bond as nog 
knowing or owning any other. fa ae 

The argument chen ftande thus; that if che Son of God, who 
is before all time, yea from eternity, and is tha: Lamé fliine from. 
ihe beginning, hath (notwithftanding) excended and drawn out 
himfelfe to be kindred unto you, and become one with youin— 
the neareft affiance and unity that can be, raifing up himfelfein 
you 4 Lord and King, yea as Prince of peace, beiug your pre fent exaltaa 
tion, lord{bip, and autbory in your immediate condition, if n0 rime hath 
intervened, no ftate fwallowed him up, no Saint fo ingrofled- him 
¢o himfelfe alone, no perfecution prevenred, mor Princes of this: 
morld crucified the Lord of glory fo; but that he hatch drawn out 
himfelfe from eternity in refpe& of time paft, to become one — 
with you in the neareft bond, as to be bur one condition together - 
with you; one faith, onelove, one wifdome, one joy, one 
frrength, and authority, one rule and lordihip, yea one exaltati- | ~ 

: ON, 


-_ 


on, afcention, and preferment ; be ye then patient, and fettle 
~your hearts, waite and expe without wavouring, that from 
_ this unity and prefent being of the happy and blefled efate you 
fiandin, he will extend and draw out himfelfe in you, withous 
any obftruion, or interruption unto eternal! aye, railing up 
him(elf afrefh in you, as lord and king without all interruption, - 
inter miflion, decay or controule, but in all the va riety of his glo- 
ry {hall ever appear like himfelfche Sonne of eternicy, and of the 
_ blefledGod. . 


Whercupon he amplifies his exhortation, backing it with ar- 
guments in the next verfe, 


| 
Verf. 9. Grudge not one againft another, brethren, left 


Je be condemned ; bebold, the Fudge ftandeth 
before the doore. hats | 


't & Wherein we note, | 


1, The terme be gives them; that is, brethern, 

2. A duty, or debortation , Grudge not one againft another ; 
which be backs with atwo fold argument. 

i. From the danger, Leaft ye be condemned. | 

2. Keadin ffe for execution, and that in way of wonder, behold 
the Judge flandcth before the doore. | 


Baw word brother in this place, 
| brotherhood of the Saints of G 
| headds, my brethren; but alfo a certaine relation in brother- 
hood wiiich is between che faints and men of the world, fer forth 
unto usin that between Faccb and Efaz, which the Scripture fo 
‘often expreffeth, and allodech unto, Was not Efaw Facobs brother. 
|. faith the Lord, yet I have loved Facob,and bated Efau, andbave laid 
bis mountuine waft, and his berit ge forthe Dragons of the wilder- 
nefJe. , | 
* Por Chrift arifeth and is broughe forth, our of asneara kina 
with che men of the world, as Facob was unto Ejay his brother, 
Who had both one faiber,evcn Ifaac, and one mother, being both be- 


Liz : "gotten 


comprehends not onely the 
od as in the next verfe where 


gotten dt one going in of 
cothe Romans. ' 
_Even fo Chriftand Belial, Godand the Deviil, {pring out of 
oneaG ofunion, and co. junction of God and man, which muft 
of ncceflicy have ini.s divine wifdome and humane,elfe God and 
man ace nocexifliog therein, — | | 
Por the witd: me of God tran{cends al] creatures, and it is the 
exec) lncy of mao-Kince, thac his wifdome tranfcends all crea- 
"tures on the earth befides himfelfe : So that without the wif 
dome of God, and the wifdome of a creature, the creation of man 
“Se not, for he is made in the Image of God, 
__ Therefore inthe propagation of the Sonne of God, there is 
th w dome of God, fubje&ing and proftrating mans wifdome 
unio it felie, which is the bringing forth of Chrift the Sonne of 
Gad. 
. Alfothe wifdome humane fubjeGing and proftrating the wif 
dome of Ged unto ic felfe, as the Serpent didthe wifdome of 
¢ie woman, who was made inthe Image of God, isthe bring 


ing forth of Antichrift che feed of the Serpent the fonne of per 
dition. ! 


So that itis God and man conceived and‘broughe forth by 


the wifdome of God, which is Chri@ the Sonne of God, the Savi- 
eurofman-kinde. ~ | De 

And itis man and God conceived and brought forth accor- 
ding to the principles of humane wifdome; chatis, Antichrift 
the fonne of perdition and that deftroyer of man-kinde. 

50 that they are onein conjun&ion, and unity of God and 
man in the root, as near as Facob and Efau were in that one a@ of 
Generation, butin the fpringing up, and perfecting of them, they 
are as different and at as great a diftance as Jacob and Efau were, 
in chofe two nations of Ifrael; and Edom. 

And here note with me (my good freinds ) that man cannot 
be known (no not that man of God ) nor yet that man of fin, 
ina finple a& of creaticn, wichout re(pe& unto generation, nor 


in one fimple a& of generation, without refpect to that a& of 
creauion, 


Poras itis in nature, that all the wifdome in the world, in. 


the act af mans creztion, cannot ¢xoreffe or fet forch his multi- 
plicetion and continuation, on the earth, but with refpe& unta 


Hae to Rebecca, as the Apoftle reports un= 
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rhe a& and@virtue of g neration ; nor can icin the at&t of genera- 


tion, fer forth and d-clare maus beginning and originall but 
withrefpeCt unto chac a&t of creation; even fo no man can true 


2 


ly preach Chiiftin chat work of creation a8 we are Gods work- 
man{bip: crea‘ed-in Chrift unto good works, but with refpc& unto 
the act of generation, ashe w the feed of the woman begotten and 
borne of a virgin. | 

Nor can he be truly known in the a& of generation, but wich 
ref{pect unto that ak of creation, as the fpiric of God carries up 
his geneology, which was the fonne of Seth, the fonne of Adam, the 
fonneof God. 3 

For the wifdome of God, and the wifdome ofa creature, are. 
both in the unity; which is asthat unformed Chaos, in the begin~ 
ning; but Chriftis onely propegsted according to the wifdome 
of God, and Antiehrift is generated by the wifdome of a creature, 
which is the giving of every thing a foyme and virtue out of thac 
confufed and deformed Chaos. ; 
So that wichout generation, creation hath no off-fpring, 
and without creasion, generation hath no beginning or origi- 
nall. ? 
- Therefore the Son of Godis voyd, without the one, and ¢he 
other, and fo is that Son of perdition. | 

Note therefore, chat in that unity or a& of creation of God 
and man tobe one workmanfhip, there isa kindred between 
Chrift and Antichrift, as near in all re(peéts, as that of Jacob and 
Efau, confidered in chat lawful! contra& anda& of Lfaac and 
Rebecca. | 

But in that att of conception and fpringing up, according to 
the wifdome of God, andthe wifdome proper to a Creature, 
chere is that infinite diffance and difproportion, as is between T/> 
yael and Edom, Chrift and Antichrift, the fon of God, and rhe fon 
of perdition : Our Apoftle therefore doth wich good advice ex- 
hort the Saints of God not to grudg againft the men of the 
world, and that in the relaticn of brethren, faying 


Grudge not brethren one againft another. | 
Grieve not, orgroane not, 38 the word is, that is, let not the 
enmity that is in theavorld te vexatious uuco you : But behold’ 
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sin that way of fin and death, Gods wonderfull device for theine 


lee.of wrath and exccution of juftice in the world, and know 


that without that way of deftru@ion , falvation had never 


. ForifcheSon of God had not beene made fin in our nature, 
and yer fo as not to know fin, that is, never to approve thereof, or 
be (tained therewith in che leaft, for never was guile found in his 
mouth, being that Immaculate and {potle{s Lamb of God, alcoge- 
eher pure, without fuperfluiry or defe& :So that his nature in 
whatfoever is proper unto hian, is free from all guile and flaine, 
alchough he be found ina true fencein that condition which is 
finfull. 3 


_ Ocherwife our nature had never been made the righteoufneffe of — 


God in bim; fos whatfoever is proper and naturalf unto man, 
knows no fuch righteou(nefle, nor can it approve of, or be fa- ; 
tisfied cherewith ; therefore can wee never receive and accept 
thereof, bus wish che loffe and denyall of all chings proper to 
the nature of man, as confidered in chat off-(pring of the earth, 
which he is changed and renewed from by the wifdomeand {pi- 
ricofG.d, being turned from darkneffe into light , fram Satan unto 
God, a change which ail che Saiars participace of ; therefore can 
no fic(h boaft, for by this meanes doafting is excluded, our owne 
works ace utterly renounced. / . 
Even fo, che Son of God is become darkneff in the men of the 
world, as abfolutely as man is made light in the Lord, therefore 
fc is faid, that zf the light which is in thee be darkne fle, bow great is 
tbat darkneffe. For it chat whica makes light be become da: knee, 
there is nothing left co cure that darkneffe : fo alfo if mans na- 
ture which is in ic felfe is darknefle, be made light it felfe in the Son 
of God, as he affirms of the Difciples , tbat thy are the light of ihe 
world ( the fame chat is fayd of himfelfe )) what is ic thaccan im- 
paire or diminifh that lighr. a s 
So that as wicked men have changed the truth of God into a lye, 
and have changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made 


Tike corrnptible man, {o they ave changed the light of God into dark- 
teffe in themfelves. Ae : 


And herein Chrift hath given himfelf as a ranfome compleat, and 
every way proportionablefor ever, uncochat condition which 


) 


cule 


Stare Ss 


-- man-kind is brought back and redeemed into, which is to be the’ 


fon of che eternall and living God, to-dwell with him in that inex- 
cefible light which no fle(h can approach unto: and it is alike holy 
and precious act in God to give his holy Son to be judged, con- 
demned, and execuced in the world, and yet be no proper caufe 
thereof, as ic is co fave man by aarure finfull, and God himfelf 


~ the plenary cule chereofs for to juftifie the wicked, & condemn the 


juft are alike abkominatien ;yet God hath found a way wherein the 
ui one by nature (is and ever (hall be fo in the Saince ) isin 


the world condemned, and alfo that wicked one ( who isand- 


ever fhall be (0 in the wicked ) is juttified and faved in himfelfe, 
tharis,inthe Lord. He 
Grudge not therefore brethren (by unity and contraé in creati« 


On ) one #gctutt another, though im ac& of conception, and: 


fpringing up from that one Embryon, or formleffe fubftance, you 
become thus un.aturalized and divided into two Nations in dis 
rec antithelis one to ancther, quarrell not againft che work of 
God herein, but admire his wifaome, who hath hereby broughe 
to pafle our falvation, by the ftopping of the mouth of all flefh, 
that glory may for ever vedound to bins, and notto the creature, 

or itis as voluntary an act in the wifdome of man to choofe 


the way of death, in the preferring of the things proper to a: 
creature , before the things that are of God; as itis in the wif 


dome of God in Chriff, to preter and make choife of things pro- 


perto the eternal), before thofe which are momentany and mora 
tall, fo that the worke (ball never fay 10 the work-man, why baft thou 
made me on this fafbion ? Por nature wou'd nor give in exchange its 
own nature & difpofition for another, becaufe its lifeand being 


cleaves thereunto, which the nature of another mu‘ of necefliy 
be death unto it, which is declined by ail things. Donot mur- 
mure then, nor grieve,let noc the worksof God be any Way vexe 
acious anto you, bat behold with joy «nd sdmiration chat won- 
derfui) wifdome of God in chat comely order of his juftice, ho 


hath adorned himf{elfe wich as glovicous ornaments of wrath in- 


the execution thereof on the world, as he hath done in the di- 
firibution of his grace and mercy in that way of his onely Sons 


in the one is the thing given as a purchafe, and in the other is che 


thing purchafed. Our father Abrakam was well acquainied wich 


this- 
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thispoynt, when be bought that burying place of the fonnes of Heth, 
for him and his to be buryed out of fight: he would noc take it as 
a gifr, but gave out the juft proportionable worth thereofin mo- 
ney by weighe ; for he knew according to the truth of Jufice, 
thac ag there was a valuable confideration given for a place 
wherein co be buried out of fight (a8 Abraham faith of Sarab ) a 
like riches and dignity fhould bein the inheriting and pofffling . 
of the land by his feed, to teach us this point, thac according to 
the worth of thac which is given to be buryed in the world, 
which is the Son of God; where none of bis vertues nor graces 
ig declared, alike fhall be che worth of that eftate and condition 
of fuch as are rifen again in Chrift ( according to the rule of ju- 
ftice ) which is no leffechen Son-fhip unto the eternal] and living 
God. oh | ef 3 

This was in the heart of David, moving him not to accept of 
that kind offer cf Araunab the Febufite, concerning that tbre(bing 
floor, oxcn, and inftruments, but would pay a valuable price for 
them, becaufe be would not werfbip the Lord in offering of that which 
coft not a valuable price. : 


And this is wrictenaccording to the letcer (as all other Scrip- 


-tureis ) inevery mansheart, and utters it felfe (if noe ftifled 


through defire of gaine in all merchandizes of the world. | 

Such therefore as have critically brooded upon the Scriptures 
to hatch a temporary and humane death only, to be the death of — 
Ghrift Jefus, the Son of God, telling us ofan ayry vertue or effte 
cacy thereof meerly imaginat y 5 for they know not how any rea- 
licy thereof fhould reach unto us through ages paft ; for fay they, | 
his death was fo long ago, and buc of part of three days and three. 
nights continuation, for whole ones they cannot make them all - 
and ic was only the humane natare that dyed » Which is only a 
{eparation of joule and body, and neither feparated from God. 
By which do&trine it follows, that mans refurreion and life is 
only artjoycing of foule and body, without any unity or con- 
junGtion with God, which is the overthrow and deftru&ion of ~~ 
che doctrine of Carift, and fo of che fate of the Sonne of God, |. 
and of falvation. | | eedeee 

For there is as reall a departure from God in the day of the 
wicked, whofe flate and condition confifis of God and man ( 0- 
ae Be therwife 
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-_ therwife no eternall wrath ) as there is a coming to God in the 


way of theSaint of Ifrael , whofe ftate and condition confifts of 
God and man, otherwife there were no eternall mercy and fa- 
vour ; the dodrine of the world therefore teaching a*monarchi- 
call Ghrift, and a kingdome bounded by time ( at leaft in point of 
time paft ) it is of proper ufeto whet and {harpen the fpirits of 
men, to hunc and feck after a State and Kingdome of that nature 
and conftitution which man exercifeth , and not the Sonne of 
God... . te i ts belt Thee ny 
Thefe men have tyed all fin originally to one nian'in the fall 
(as they by tradition call it) bue yet know not how, nor’ by 
whom the entrance of fin came : But carry us to imaginary An- 
gels futable co the reft of their doétrine , neither know ‘they: the 
‘way. of the derivation of it, which is of fo great concernment. 
~“Byen fo they having tyed all righteoufnefs unto-one particu 


« 


 Jarand individual! man in his refurreGion, compaffed and fur+ 


rounded by time, but are ignorant of the way and mater of che 
derivation of it ; forit is whole Chrift derived’, or: elfe: falvati- 
‘ort is imperfe & and‘may med : But the fpirit of Chrifi¢ oras fonte 


| “ince it) the'influence of the fpirie, without the body compleat, 
Gs but a part of Chriff, thé Soh of God divided (ab by this-way 


of derivation he is) isas found a do&tiinejas'to fay Paul was cru- 


| cified for you. 


~ To conclude'this pointtherefore§ the work of Godiin‘order- 
‘ing of the flate of the wicked ertily‘known and rightly, jadged of, 


Fs of no more difqutet, grief, orvexation unto the Saints'of'God, 
_ 'ghen the work of God in our falvation is; no, though our bro- 
- ther che Lord Chrift be fo given up unto death in thetn , as never 


‘to live in them any more, for dt # our ran foe, the juftice and equity 
| ‘of the purchdje payd for the eternal releafe of eur foules 5 torsthe falva~ 


|, PRE FP & ) £4 
| pure afe. < 


gion of God holds firm in all refpects, wherein the heartiofman, 
“or fubtilty of Satan’can put forth ic felfe; that as there“is com- 


‘pleat falvation free without money, or money- worth; ‘as alfoin 
conqurh by force’and ftrength, fo alfo in point of fri&neffe 


of ju ict, in giving a valuable and confiderable pricein way of 


Be 4 


ephe ipitit then'of grief, vexition‘and angui(h,: cleaves: unto, 


| Geitisshepréper portion of the’ brotherhood confidered fh E- 
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dom, and not in I/rael, found in Mount Seir, or as the word figni- # 
fies, the mount of che Devill, and not in Horeb, che mouns of — 
God. f | | t 
‘Therefore the argument againft grief and vexation at thisbro- 
therhood is added, viz. Left ye be condemned ; that is, fretting, — 
grieving, and vexation at che wonderfull work of God, is con- — 
demnation, and properly is the pratice of that Fornicator, and — 
prophane perfon Eau, when he hath fo luftfully and prophanely — 
parted with the bicth-right, to fatisfie his corrupt and carnall 
defires, bred and begotten in hunting after che'things of this life, 
~ which is co purfue that birtde of the morning (asthe Plalmiftcalls — 
Chiift ) co put him to death, for the glory of the fiefh and of God — 
cannot fubfift and fland together. : 
The word (Left) in this phrafe is not ufed as afuppofition, — 
butas a certain affirmation, as where one Prophet faith, left He- 
xehiah deceive you: Another expounds it, Hezekiah doth deceive — 
you. So alfo where one Evangelift reports she words of Chrift, — 
Left the people faint in the way : Another repeating it, faith, Tbe 
people will faint inthe way. So in this place, left ye Fe condemned, ig, — 
yee are under condemnation whofoever fo doth ; for that isthe © 
condemning fpirix that frets and gricves at the works of God, — 
which is ever foundin the world, who can never endure thas — 
way and manner of the tranflation of the right of inheritance © 
from him which ie born after the fleth, unco bim which is born — 
after the {pirit: bus vowes the death of sheSon, which ever puts 
_ anend unto mourning for the death of the father alfo : now tobe © 
condemned, is to be pronounced and held guilty, as to juftificie — 
to acquit and make righteous, as the Apofile oppoferh them , It 
is God (faith he) that juftifies , who then (ball condemn ? chat is, icis 
God that acquice and makes righteous, who then can make guil- 
ty and finfull? : 
To be grieved and vexed then at the wickednefs of the world, _ 
’ $e to be under guile and condemnation ; that is, when men can 
not ju@ific and give excellency unto that work of Gods juftice in” 
his execution of wrath on the world,and rejoyes therein through — 
that ranfome given to refcue out of that condition, as well as he © 
can be glad of chat exercife of mercy in that inheritance and pof- 
feffion which he is pus into, for the glory of God in our 
ine 3 , falvation | 


Cee 


falvation confifts in the one as well as in the other, and is alike 
glorious, and to be approved ofin them both, according to the 
nature and manner of Gods operations found, and converfane 
inthe one and in the other, and in them both compleat falvation 
is made manifeft. | | 

- Noris ic the proper ftate and condizion of the wicked, fimply 
confidered in it felfe, thac makes wretched , but as ic hath refpe® 
- gothe face of the juft, for wich refp<& co hoch is condemnation 
compleated. 

Note here then, that he that cannot be freely willing that che 
{pirit of grace and of God fhould fufferloffe in the men of che 
world, ofall its proper life, verte, and operation, as it is chat 
whereby the men of God live, move, and a& in ail chings. 

That man can never give confene,that that wicked {pirit of the 
world which by nature is proper to all ficth, fhould ever be made 
in che excellencies of the Son of God, or furnifhed with the 
ftrength and operations of God. 

Hence itis, that men have carved out unto themfelyes a better 
thing then Jj, the man of firength, vigour , and courage; anda 
worfe chen Eno(b, the man of bafeneffe and forrows ; that is, chey 
teach a better eftate and condicion then thatof man, which ie 
only in God himfelfe ; and fo they make Chrift not to be very 
God, which is to deftroy Chrift unto themfelves ; and they fet up 
a worfe thing then Antichrift, which is che Devill, and in che one 
and the other the form, the faith of Devils in themfelves, which 
is to believetremblingly, that there is one God ; but to believe, 


| that of ewaine he is made one new man in Chrift, chat wifdome 


and confidence they attainenoc. 

So they conclude a God-head out of Chriftianity , and then it 
is out of Chrift che wifdome of God, and fo heis properly che 
tormentor of the world ; and they concludea Devill out of man, — 
_ “and chen he hath not the wifdome and corrupt will of the fieth, 
and that isnone bue the Son of God, the Saviour of the world, 
whom they account not only a one baving a Devill , but as Belze- 
bub the prince of Devils, which is no more then to preach Chrift 
for Antichrift, and Antichrif for Chrift, and thefe are taken as 
men fitto make Preachers, and able to corre& all erroure in the 
world ; for asit hach beenin Councels and Synods ; even foit is 
| K 2 now 3 


onl tint mtn Si Sale A” gedaan aA 


nowsbuit herein Tet a reat point of the Jeceipt and foare where 
in the world catcheth itfclf, A ae OF dlp re cye 
And thefe are the men that groane, grumble, and grieve at the 
works of God, both in jufland unjaf, for they can neither en-- 
dure the work.of God according to the excellency and top of 
perfeGtion, as it is in Chrift; nor yee the work of God, accord- 
ing as itisinthac man of fin, Antichrift, who goeth about as a roa- 
ring Lyon feeking whom he may devoure : but they cannos abide to 
heare that he chat is man is that man-flayer. from the begitining,anid (0 
grieve that Cain fhould bave bis proper due, vee iad 
“And when ever the Gofpel appears in the truth and reality of 
it, they bold it comes to torment them before its time. For either it yi- 


lifes thac which they exalt, or elfeic exalts that which they fo 


one nor the other. . a 
And fuch as holda ftate and’ condition between the fonne of 


vilifie , ‘and the time is never feafonable to them neither for the 


God, and the fon of perdition ( which is a reall condition pro- — 


per co the fons of men ) they have ig from the fame principles 
from which the place of Purgatory doth (pring , which the fame 
men feem fo zealoufly to condemn and approve, as Do@ors 
of that kingdom which cannot ftand, being divided in it felf, but 
is in the way of the fall, and not of the refurre&ion3and fo much 
for the argument drawn from the danger, Left ye be condemned, 
The fecond follows, which is the readineffe for execution, and 
that in way of wonder, Bebold the Fudge ftandeth before the doore. _ 
“Behold, that ie, admire and wonder at the appearing of this 
figne alfo, namely that the righteous Judge of all che earch, that 
renders to every one according co his work, hath no other door 
to come in at, no other way of entrance, whereby to paffe fer~ 
cence of abfolutian or condemnation ; no way to quit the juft, 
or condemn the wicked; no way to exercife mercy. or feverity, 
but only through this two-fold cflate and condition of man- 
kind, namely the crucifiers of Chrift according tothe flefh, and 
the crucifiers of Chrift according to she fpirit, . 
~ ‘Pherefore he that finds a condition, way or a@, wherein God 
is only as a bare {peGaror or elfe exercifech fome- what befides,or 
out of the way, cither of mercy or wrath, among the fonnes of 


men, let fach conclude of another eftate ia man- kind belides thefe > 
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Bar let fuch know that they are not of che {pirit of Abrabam, 
the friend of God ; for he acknowledged freely the Lord to be Fudg 
ofalltbeearth , in that d:ftruGiion of Sodome, and deliverance of 
jut Lot, which chefe men deny, it chere be another way of the ad- 
inifration of che Creature, whereinro the Lord enters not, for 
he hath no way of entrance in the way of his adminiffrations a- 
mong the fons of men, but only at this two fold door ,. either of 
mercy or wrath. ; 

Lier fuch look to this point who makesa good and commen- 
dable way of adminiffration in. meer civill atiayrs 5. wherein the 
prace and favour of God is not properly exercifed in that way of 
Chrift, neither is the wrath of Godin cxercife as in that.way of 


~ Ancichrift : Buc (uch will find chat he who is not of the faith and 


works of Abrabam , hee is of the law of the ficth and f{pirit of the 
world; and he that hath the (piric of the world, hath not the fpi- 


ricof Chrift , And whofsever bath noth the [pirit of Chrift, the fame is 


none of bis-: and they that do not the Werks 0 f Abrakam, they are not the 
children of Abrabam, but of their father the D. vill y, who fe workes they 
do, and will do. For this two-fold door is che only way of en- 
trance in all che wayes of adminiftration belongimg to him who 


is chat righteous Judge of all the earth. 


Therefore he is fayd to ftand before the doore, or as the word may 


bewead. wii the doore ; thatis, hath fetled and confirmed himfelf 


to be Jadg ofall, with this way of entrance, for adminifiration 5 
for che word ftand,,in this place fignities to minifter, as in the ac- 
miniftration of the Pricits and Levites in the houfe of the Lord; 
Ic is faid, that Fudab rejoyced that they ftood before the Lord : So the 


Prophets are fayd to ftand befere the Lerd, when they Minifter with 


power. and epthority from him. 

And che word tranflited (Before ) may be read with, by the al- 
lowance of the fpirit of Gad 3 for where one Prophet faith, Tam 
a fisanger (before ) thee as my fathers were: Another reporta the 
famethus, I am a ftranger (with) thee as all my fatners were. | 

And where it is cranflated to be the fpeech of che King to Hd- 


- man, he will force the Queen (before) meinthe roony, Another 


the Scriptures. 


tranflates, be will force the Qieen (with) me in the room, and 


: 


many the like ; for che Hebrew words, ethpenei, and liphenez, are 
both one of the fame fignificatiom, and put cue for-another in. 


To. 
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er of the Gofpel, in being a favour of life unto life, and a favour of 
death unto death , confitts in this two-leaved gate, as the pbrafe of the 


* 


To conclude this poynt, the wonderfull and miraculous pow- 


Prophet is ¢ and here icisa door of adouble or rwo-fold entrance 
of one eternal a& in the diftribution of mercy and juftice : For be- 
hold, the Judg hath no other entrance, but with refpect of ope- 
ning this two-fold work of the myftery of God, and the myftery 
of iniquity ; for the performatice of all the workes which have 
been, are, or (hall be exercifed and done among the children of 
men, the truth whereof is ever repined at by fuch ae are ander the 
power of condemnation, from whom he feparates the Saints, 
whereupon the next words are brought in as holding a confimi- 
licude among themfelves. % 


ere 


Vert, 10. Take my brethren the Prophets , who bave {poken in 
the name of the Lord for an example of {uffering affii- 
Gion, and of patience. 


In which words obferve, | 
4. A reiteration, with an addition of the terme Bretbres, My bree 


thren. 
3. Adoration, leading them.to the Prophets for a patterts , who are 
defcribed unto us, ) 
y. By their {peaking of the word of tbe Lord. 
2. By their fuffering affliction and patience therein, - 


ie H: gives the terme Dretbren here a8 he did before, but in a- 
nother refpeé&t, for he excludes that brotherhood, as ha- 
ving ref{pe& co that of Efau, therefore he focaks unto them con- 
junGively, and aflumpsively, my brethren. ! 
So that icienct the phrafe of Scripture thatis onely to be 
minded in the anderftanding of the will of God, but what it is 
that God intends in chat place by ufing fuch a phrafe, fo eccom- 
panied wich its coherence, otherwife we may take Antichrift for 
the true Chrift, andatre true Chrififor Antichrift, and che God 
of this world for the true God. 


For . 


Pe by 
For fometimes the word Gods in the plurall number intends 
Idols, a3 the Apoftle teacheth, there are Gods many, and Lords manyy 


. that is, Idols cut ous unto places, and offices in the world crea- 


aia fet up by men, but unto us faith he, there is but one 
God. | 

And fometimes the plural Gods, Elobim fignifies the true God, 
the Creator and maker of al), a8 it is fayd, In the beginning God 
created the beavens and the earth, &c. And fometimes the fame 
word is taken for the holy and godly Judgesin Ifrael, as when 
the fervant after his {even years fervice would not depare from 
his mafter, be was to be brought tothe Gods, the word is Elobim;. 
that is, co che Judges, to have his eare bored through to ferve him 
for ever. 

$0 alfo the Scriptures makes report of falfe Chrifts in the plu- 
ral number,and the crue annoynted is given in the plurall phrafe 
alfo, where the Plalmift faith, Zouch. not my Chrifts, and do my Pre- 
phets no barme; andfo Antichrift, ftiles himfelfe Chrift in the 


fingular phrafe, as well as the true Chriftis fo exprefied, as the 


Evangelift reports, many (bal! come inmy name, and (bal fay, lam 
Chrift, and (bal deceive many ; there is joy in the ftony ground 
wherethecorne withereth, and never comes to good, as well as 
in that harveft which is ripened in the kingdome of God, where 
they return with joy, bringing their fbeaves with them: there is @ 


- vighteoufneffe of the Scribes and Pharifees which enters not into the 


kingdome, as well 2s that of the Sonneof God, who is the Lord 
our rigbteeulneli, the very kingdome it felfe,and the inlet therein- 
to alfo, 7 

Yea, there is a faith of Devils, as well as the faith of the Sonne of 
God, as the Apofile declares, Thou beleives there ie one God, thou dof 
well, the Devil alfo beleives and trembles. 

The phrafe of Scripture therefore without the fcope and in- 
tent thereof, is the common deceipt of all che world where the 
Scriptures are read, and che reft have the fubftance thereof writ- 
ten in their hearcs. 

So that no humane learning (which is but the Dilucidat ion, or 
Eucifer of thofe principles ) can poffidly give light to Jead co the 
true knowledge of the Scriptures : The mif-apprehending of 
this point runaing away withthe phrafe, as men by their aed 

| cordance 


| 
f 


cordance heap up phrafes of Scriptureto confirm their do&trine, 
whereas every one is of feverall incerpretation, never minding 
the iatent, bat onely the found of words, is the very caufe ofall — 
the principalicies, powers, the rulers of che darknefle of this 
world, and (piricuall wickednefle Cor wicked (pirits as the word. 
ds) inhigh Recs which are fo elevaced, confecrated, and judged 
of fuch neceflicy in the world, for from hence ari(ech the un&ion 
of the King, as being fec in chat oficeand roome of that Kang of 
Salem, Prince of peace, and from this is the Bifhop confecrated,and 
inflalled, as bearing the office and place of that great Bifbop and 
feeder of our foules : and out of chis miftake arifech all thofe offices 
and officers, refpectively, fanding in relation to the one, and tO 
theother, whereby the pare word of eternity, comes to be pro- 
rated and adulterated by bringing it inco copulation with va- 
nifhing things, which perifhin the CUES. nat Ae coke sacl whe oe 
Submitting it unto the glory of the creature, and not the'crea- 
ture tothe glory of bim, who # God bleffed forever, Amen, 
Note here, that the laws and orders of men in the world ftan- 
ding upon the letter of the Scripture, in found. of word, and not 
in the fence, in the hiftory which alters in form, aiid norin the 
myftery that abides for ever 5 hence it is that they are buile upon 
the fands, as Chrift reporte. : u 
And.when any people comes to fee into the defe&s of the foun- 
dation which.another people ftand upon, they encourage them= 
felveg; co pulldown the building of another, to make their own 
more firme, fo that which the world takes to be the frengthand 
fatery of it felfe, comes infew years to be the depopulatingand 
ruine thereof... 6 : | 
For ic is a8 poffible to give as good ground and argument for 
one way and order fet up, upon the fayd principles, as for ano- 
ther, as for water in bapti{me,and men of ripe years, as wine in 
ahe fupper, and infants counted the feed of the Chu’ ch debarred, 
and for the curting off the fore-skin of the fieth,as wel as either of 
them both , and upon this ground comes in that continued 
work, and.great imploymenc of reformation in the world, and 
thall never be accomplifhed by the change of titles of officers, and 
formes of inftitutions ; fo long as they are placed uponche fame’ 
foundation, namely the bare. letter of the Scripture : but the 
aa beft 
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Be be We 
belt perfection is will be brought unto, is to perfecute Fo/eph for 
interpretting the dream. 

In this point of che leteer or phrafe of the Scripture , and the 
true intent and {cope thereof, confilts that threefold temptation 
broughe in by Satan againft Chrift, and Chrift his effeGtuall an- 

_ fwer thereunto ; in the one ftands the fubtilcy of the Devill, and 
in the other the wif{dome and minde of the Son of God. 

2. And hence he brings in the dire&ion leading us to the Pro- 
phetsastoa pattern how cocome tothetrue knowledge of the 
_ minde of God ; thatie, to the true interpreters of the Scriptures, 
_ for the Hebrew word Nabi, and the Greek Propbetes, fignifies 
_ fpeaking, interpretting, and uttering words and Oracles that come imme- 
diately from God. 

So that we have no tiu: example, copy, extra&, draught, or 
pattern of the law of God, the order and compofure of the king- 
dome of God, but by having recourfe to the true interpretation 
of the word of God. 

And there is no true Prophefie of any private interpretation, but boly 4 
men of God {peak as they are moved by the (pirit of God ;, that is, there 
_ isno true interpretation given of any part of the word of God, 
when it is bounded toany particular. time, or age, or confined to 
any particular time, or age, or confined to one particular perfon 
alone; but as the fpirit of God remains the fame in ice motion, fo 
doth the word of God inits expreflion and creating virtue ac- 
companying the fame in Chrift, andieis a thing too fublimeto 
be congealed into inke, too fecret and hidden to be princed upon 
paper,too precious to be piled up in Libraries,and of too prince- 
like a {pirie to enter into contract with, orbe fubfervanc unto 
any fchool ofhumane learning. 

For ic is che {piri of the Sonne onely, that knows the minde 
of the father, and itishe and not another, that muft reveale it un- 
to us. 

So that if ever we receive that fiery law of the /pirit,we muft afcend 
into the mount of God, namely inro the height of the condition of 
hii who fits at the right band of God, being that whereby he mani- 
fefls his wifdome and skill, power and glory (even as.a man ma- 
 nifefts his art and skill by his right hand ) which oo art, powers 
nor policy of man can ever reach or attaine unto. 


| L This 


in declaring how the things of God are cransformed through the 
carnall conceptions of men; into the priuciples and rudimencs 
of the creature, and fo is in them become a profane Grecian, 
which nsakes che Son of God focomplaine, th-t bis village is mar= 
red more then any man, and bis forme more then the fons ef men. . 

~ And thisis a language will peak in Cain and ali nis potterity, 
when inke and paper fhall vanith at imoke. 1 


Thereis alfoa skil to tranflite the tpiric of man into the prin- ‘ 


ciples and «xcellencies Of the Sonne of Gd, as betag therchy 
become that holy Hebrew , of Heber, yeathetecd of Abraham, 


and Sonne of God, to {peak according co that Voyce of the’ 


blood of fprinkiitrg which hath inte power to paife over the 
~deflroying Angell torever ,it chefe were as truly tranflat:dor 
interpretced in the world as che letcers and ({iliables of the Bible 
are into our native tongue, wee (hould {ee nore eminent and ex 
Cellent Schollars appeare then now we do. , 

_ 4. And here the Prophers are deicribed to be fuch af fpeak in 
the name of the Lord; thacis, inthe power and anchoricy of che 
Sonne of God; for to peak in the name of Ged, is co fpeak in the 
authority and power of God, which comprehends not onely 
{peech, but action alfo ; that is, thofe fignes and wonders, and 
mighty works which accompany the preaching of the Gofpel in 
the confirmation ofit, teftifying the prefence of God, accompa- 
nying the word, making it good by a@ and deed, according to 
the expreffions thereof. | 7 

For the word of God‘is never truly uttered without the ap- 
pearance of a figne and wonder, anda great work no feffe then 
fuch az holds proportion with God for the confirmation of the 
fame. 

Now we know a wonder is a monfter in nature, {uch as no 
nature in its proper inftin@ brings forch, it goes beyond che 
bounds, abilicies, and precin@s of any natarall confines whatfo- 
ever, ard without fuch works, fignes, or wonders, the Gofpel is 
never cruly preached; for if ic fhould, Chrifts promife wenld 
faite, bur beaven and earth {ball faile, before that one jot or tittle of the 
word of God come to corruption. S 


one great Prophet in the interpretation and unfolding ofthe word 
of God, or in the tranflation of the originall language ; that is, - 
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So that there is no {peech or do&cine of the Gofpel, but in its 
expreflion ic frames, conftitutes, and brings forth, a work of 

fuch nature as no fimple nature whatloever canbring forth,’ 
therefore a wonder and a figne, to be admired, yea truly miraca- 

lous, forno nature can reach thereunto, in the utmoft extent 
thereof. Q 

~ For asitis true, that there isno operation of the fpirit of 

God, in the way of @hrift, but itis above and gocs beyond the 

nature of the creature, having the power and glory of the Crea- 
tor init, nor is i¢ attainable by any, or by ail creatures. 

Soitis true alfo that thereis not any work, or operation of 
the Gofpel , which thedivine nature fimply and abliraQively 
confidered canbe fayd to be in any capacity or pofiibility to 
attaine thereunto, but the poflibiliry of God todo all chings 
ftands in his making himfelf to be fuch a one, otherwife itis un- 
attaniable in che nature divine fimply and fingly confidered, be- 
caufe there is no work of the Gofpel wichout man con{idered in 
ir,no more then there is a Chrift without mans nature who is the 
fubje& matcer of the Gofpel. 

Andas Chriftis not without mans nature, no more is any 
work of the Gofpel ; for.as thedivine nature cannot of it felfe 
fimply and folely confidered,dye,nor afcend,neither defcend,be- 
ing incomprehenfible. 

No more can the humane nature confidered fimply in ie felfe, 
have in it eternal life, comprehend all things, or be omnipotent 
but in that unity of the Gofpel, che Sonne of God, they are all 
brought to paffe, and all in a&, and being in that one Chrift, no- 
thing in him therefore whatfoever 3 bu: being fet forth and 
brought to light, there appear a wonder, o miracle is wrouphr, 
a figne fet up for the confirmation of the Gofpel, fuch as no na- 
ture fimply confidered can attaine unto, or bring forth; fo that 
if che true word pf the Prophet, or of interprecation be fpoken, 
this true and miraculous work muftencvitably appear, tranfcen- 
ding all nature in the utmoft capaciry thereof. 

And therefore that faying holds firme, that we have a Medj- 
tor made bigher then the heavens, a work and wonder above all na~ 
ture {imply and folely confidered, and therefore Chrift ix that new 
creature,yea the beginnitig or bead of ihe creation of God, for God is onein 
L 2 the 
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And thus the Prophets a'¢ inveited with power and authority 
to {peak in the name of she Lord, not onely in word, but in 
woik alfo, afigne and wonder accompanying the word at all 
times, which makes them moft noble, and God-like, to the cutting 
off of the Jpirit of Princes, becoming terrible to the Kings of the 
carte. : 3 . : | 

2.. Whence he brings in the {econd: defcription of atrue Pro- 
phet asthe means whereby this power and ant 
ned; and-chat is, through fuffering affliction 
senee. | 


horicy is attai- 
5 and long pati- 


By fuffering affiGion in this place, we are to underfland a be- 
ing cot off trom being fupporred by any earthly power, carnal] 
policy , of any temporal glory whatfoever, with re{pe& to 
friends or alier,or any earthly relations which fade and vanith 


away, which haman {pirits fcek unto,and rely upon, for the pro-= 


mioting ot chem{clyes, 
For onely in the loffe and laying afide all thefe things, atrue 
Prophec comes to be invefted into the mower, wifdome, and ex- 
cellency of the Son of God, in whom is found‘all friendfhip, all. 
offices, andall relations whatfoever not ontly compleated, bus 
ato erernized co abide for ever, in whofe power and authority 
by this means they go forth. 

By this means it was that Mofes became fo greata deliverer:for 
he refusing to be called the Son of Pharaohs daughter , cboofing rather to 
fuffer adverfity with the people o f God, in the ioffe of all {uch kinde 
of glory az Pharaohs Courc afforded, became an effeGual] inftru- 
ment to manifeft chat power and glory, throughout all the land 
of Aigypt, inche deliverance of Gods chofen, and overthrow of 
his encmice. 

Again, take Eliab for an infance in this point, comprehendin 
allthe Prophets, ashe did in his appearance with Chriffin the 
transfiguration, and you fhall finde hia complaining that he ig 
left alone, as cut off froma}! relations from carnall apoftatized 
lirael, aud bé life fought after to be taken away alfo, by the policy 
and power of the whole kingdome of If:ael under the Govern- 
meni of that wicked Ahab, 


Fora true Prophet és to endure hardneffe as-a good fouldier of Fe fus 


ee RA aE : = 


spb nae sb ihepes aici ining ans sulci cenitnns gpa 


tbe work, not onely in making, but as one made in€ brift. : 


PR APIA eG I 


€hrift, 


= eg 
Ms 


Dees les 
Sy F 
re 


Ghrift, and no man that warretb iniangleth bimfelfe with the affaires 
of this life, that he may pleaje aim who bath chofen him to bea fouldier s - 
For no jupertority,dignity,or advance,no place of office or aten= 
danceno conjunGion or relation of this life, but muft fuffer 
wrack and ryine, in the true profecurion cf the authority and 
fpirit of a Prophet, otherwite the name of God is not called up- 
on, a8 Chrilt witnefleth, faying, For whofoever of you be be, that 
for fakes not all that be baib, he cannot be my Difciple. 

The bond of family with refoe&t to wife and children, mult 
give way (o this ; che bond of trade and imployment muft give 
way to this, the bond of office and place to upheld chis cotlering 
temporary order amongft men , muft give way to this, the bond 
-and tyeto particular congregations of tittuler Paflor, Teacher 3 
or in any other way, hireling miniftry, which are much alike to 
family, cares, relations, and employments to maintain a tesnpo- 
rary credit and lively-bood in this ik, the power and fpirie of 
Elia breaks them to peeces 5 if che {picit of God breath, it {naps 
them all like Sampfons bande, which were but as flax when it 
{mele the fire, though the world in the loffe of the lock, by ics 
Dla’s , who hath bewitched them, to ftand ingaged unto it, 
contrary to the exprefle word cf Chrift, which faych, If any 
man come tome, and bate not bis fatber and mother, and wife and chil- 
dren, and brethren and fifters, yea and bis owa life alfa, be cannot be my 
Di{cipile. 

Whenidid we hear of any of the Prophers or Apofiles tyed un- 
to wife, children, congvegation or family, who have fpoken in 
the power and authority of the Son of God, or what earthly re- 
lation was any of chem tyed unto : We read of Hofea marrying @ 
wife of fornications for a fign ento the people, and alfo of Peters 
wives mother, which are but (lender arguments to encourage 
men to fir downe and dwell by temporary relations, and make 
them a (ufficient fence and guard to put off all God} calls and in- 
timations, to attenc upon him in any other wey, if it make not 
for the fuppore and fupply of fuch -engagemen's 5 where ig there 
4 nan thatackn owledgeth a call from God, if it make not for 
the promoting of himfelfe in temporary things at the leaft in his 
expectation 5 andif it prove contrary s hee takcs icup as a fore 


burden 3 what ever becomes.of the caufe of God, it muft : fub-. 
| €rvanit. 
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fervant to thefe chings ; no marvail though the world be voydof — ‘ 


thejoyfull prefence of God, when wee rejoyce in nothing but 
what ( in effet ) che bruit beafts feek after. 

Od}. But it will be faid, that bow ever the Prophets , Apoftles, 
and Corift bimjelfe went on in the negle& of all temporary relations, yet 
bow carejull were the Patriarchs in the prefervation ard mayntaining of 
them. . 

Anjw. To which we anfwer, thas the Prophets, Apoftles, and. 
Chriit him feife teach in their praGice, how we ought to fland af- 
fexed wich thefe carchly things, and how to demean our {elves 
cowards them in this our pilgrimage chrough the world. 


And ch: fathers of old teach us by their demeanor, what care. 


and refpe& we are to have in the confervation of fuch relations 
which arc fpicituall, and abide for ever , as they are confticuted 
in Chtift, and converfant in the family and houfe of God, 

Obj. It will be fayd, that men uniting themfelves to particular con- 
gregations, as Paftor, Teacher, Elders, Deacons, and Members , is of di- 
vine inftitution, and ought to be mayntained and contended for, aceorditg 
ta the pradtice of the Apoftles, and thofe feven Churches with their 7, An- 
gels, or Meffengers particularly de(cribed and fet forth in the Revelations. 

Anfw. Yo which weaniwers; thac fuchas the falvation and 
faith is which we contend for, and maintain, fach is che Church, 
but we contend for the common falvation and faith once delivered to 


the Saints sand fo we do for a univerfall Church and congregation of — 


the firft-bor , whofe names are enrolledin beaven , once and for ever 
coniticuted; & chat dodtrine and prayer which is of leffe compres 
henfion, that icreacheth not univerfally to involve the compleat 
my fticall body of Chrift, it is a private (pirit, and not confonant to 
the doGrine and incerceflion of Jefus Chri, which hath a like 
refpe& to all the chofen of God, and thac in all times and ages. 
And for thofe particular Churches mentioned in Scripture, 
they are all reprefented untous in thofe fever Churches in the 


Revelations, which all vanifhin the opening of heaven, in the. 


fourch Chapter, and are never heard ofagaine, which only fey 
forth unto us in their feverall vertues, and feven-fold falnefs and 
perfection therein, the ftate of that Church governed by him only 
that fits on the Throne, adorned wich thofe 4, lively weights, and four 
and twenty Elders, farnifhed with thas Angelicall and fulnefle of 
| Miniftery , 


Miniftery , fet forth by feven Angels, {ven Trumpets, and feven 
Vialls, inriched with all thofe excellencies, declared throughous 
that whole booke, and the perfe@ion of this one only Chuich is 
fignified unto us, in the veriue of chofe feven, as the excellency 
of one {pirit of God is (et forth anco usin that report of fever /pi- 
rits of God being about the throne, and this one Church is bgnihed 
and iet torch in that of Philadelphia, which hath nothing but com- 
mendable things found in her, andno re proof, uncomelinefle, or 
in p rieCtion ac all. | 

Againe, thofe feven Churches teach unto us, that one Congre- 
gation or Synagogue of Sathan, wherein is contained that feven- 
fold wickedneffe and fulneffe of finne, in that Babylon che greac, 
the mother of whoredoms, and proper feate of wickednefle in the 
dand of Shiner, to which it is ali conveyed and carryed in thai E~ 
vah, which che Prophet Buchariab {peaks of,and chis is fignified un- 
to us in that one Church of Laodicea,commended in nothing, bug 
condemned in ali things according to juft deferts, having a- 
tracted all wickedneffe from that Anpelicall Miniftry by curning 
the truth of Godintoa lye, and this Church is ruled by the Dra- 
gon, the beaft, and the falfe Prophet 5 in all thofe abominable 
practiies and filchineffes fec forth therein to the end of that 
Book. 

He therefore that fers himfelfe asa P.ftor over one particular 
people or congregation, and yeci¢ is not withou: reproof, nor 


' Goth his exercife inthe word and do&rine, comprehend all the 
flock of God, & concerns ch: fhace of ev. ry Saint of God particu- 


larly, chat man will be found « feeder osely-of che mother of har-~ 


_ dors, and as a Dragon to devon: rhe man-child wich Herod, when 


he appears, and noc as cha: good fhepheard who giv:s himfelfe 
for che flock, nor having thar {piric of che Apait< that the.care of 
all the Churches i upon bim, ag ail in one, and one in ail, as the.true 
Spoute faith, craw me, we will run after thee; A fingle eye hath ve- 


Ape& toall Saints alike, hath alike care of them, and they area 


like precious unto him ; the Son ot God never diretted -he vir- 
tue of his death, or Jabour of his Fave to fome of his chofen 


before-others, buc menin thete daves have framed a paftorall 


(charge co be a far paflure for themicivis, or elie the call of God 


fpeaks not therein.. 
Eas 


But a true Prophet is ander the loffe,and in the departure from: 
ali chefe shings,and thereby is inveRed with the powerandautho- 
ricy of the Son ef God, {peaking tn his name, words of wonder,: 
and admiration, and not as the Scrives. “ Wis 
And they do not onely fuffer themfelves to be difpoffeft of 
thefe things, bac chey have long patience, or under-abiding in this 
‘condition, italeers mor, what change foevercomes uponthem - 
in this woeld, forthey are not leffe j-alous of that which the 
world counts profpericy, then they are of that it calls adverfity, 
and are as watchfull under good reports as bad, knowing a like 
fnare in both. 
Not as fuch as feem to fuffer for a time, and are zealous againft 
the common pradtices of the world, till they have gotten fome 
ae | , high place amongft men, and then they cometo comply wich 
ea ‘the greateft worldling, and converfane with worldly affaires, 
ee ehat can put forth it felfe to be a confociate, or fuffragator unto 
them. : 
Note for conclufion of this point, that atrue Prophet knows 
his liberty, how that allthings are law full, but all things are not expe= 
dient ; all things are law full, but be is not brought under the power and 
dominion of any thing ; he may marry, but foasthough hehadno 
wife, he may ufe the world, but as thoughit wereofnoufeunto 
him at all; and he may buy, but foas one chat never intendsto. _ 
poftefle, for he makes no ftore or treafure of any thing that is ofa 
perifhing nature, no not of the worlds ordinances of Chrift, ag 
they call them, being of fuch nature as are onely comprized 
within the narrow confines of this mortall life, which they can- 
not extend nor draw them out beyond, and therefore things that 
perith as bodily «xercifes which profit not. * 
So that whatfoever a true Prophet makes ufe of inthe world, _ 
he abides under fuffering of che loffe of it, and is disjointed from 
ir,in the enjoyment of it, in point of that {pirit, wherewith che 
men of the world purfue and make ufe of the fame thing, beco- 
ming 4 pilgrim and ftranger, to wharfoever the common fpirie 
of the fons of men account themfelves at home in, and is no more 
contracted, or affianced unto the things of chis life, then he thall © 
be when in refpe@ of chis mortall life, he is no mere to converfe — 
with thefe traafitory things, and affaires. 
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Whercupon he brings in the next words in way of anfwer toa 
queftion, might arife as thus 5 If the Sainra of God fuffer affliGtion 
under fo long continued patience, wherein chen doth theic ref 
and comfort confilt, the an{wer iz, 


Verf-11. Bebsld,we count them bappy that indure.Ye bave 
heard of the patience of Job, and bave feen the 


end of the Lord, forthe Lord is very pittifull 
and of tender mercy, 


In which words obferve thefe particulars. 


1. The efteem bad of enduring and fufering: Behold we count 
them hapy cha: €ndare. 

2. A pattern thereof propounded ; Ye have heard of the pati- 
ence of Fob, 

3. The end God aimes at and attains therein; And have feen the 
ecd of the Lord. 

4. The ground & reafon of the effecting and accomplifhing there- 
of, forthe Lord is very pitcitull and of tender mer- 
cy. 


Ei * for the efteem and account had of fuffering, it is brought 
in by way of admiration and wonder, Bebold, itis no leffe 
then a miracle, thac all happineffe fhould confift in darance and 
fuffering ; for the Saints of God upon erue account can fum up 
the bleffed and hapy eftate and condition in one continued a& of 
fuffering, which all the world is fomuch afraid to undergo; 
chaeis, they fuffer che loffe of that exercife of {piric in its enjoy- 
ments, wherein the honour, riches, prsife, and proper profperity 
of all ficth doth conhift (narurally confidered) which is the defire 
and fupport af al! the men of the world, in the lofle whereof 
the Saints are made parcakers of that fpirie and life of the 


Sonne of God which {prings up and exercifech its virtue and 


power in them, wherein all true bsppineffe doth confit and €x:re 
cife it felfe. : 


Which all carnal! men decline, deteft and abhor, for they will 


wr M never 


of finne which are but for a feafon before thofe riches and treafure a iE 


men, ) 
~ Who is the man, but when the the fuffering and the fufferer 
fcem both to be removed out of the world, wiil not feem to ap= 

~ prove of the work 2? Abrabams departure from his fathers houfe 
to gotoaland heknew nog whether, and.his abode in the fame 
Jand asa ftranger and fojourner, not enjoying a foots breadth 
thereof, asehe martyr Stephen reports, is approved as an exceél- 
lent thing by all now in our dayes : but would be counted great 
folly, co give ita prefent being ina Prince to forfakehis royalttes 
to undergo the croffe of Chrift :. So alfo his feed going down in- 
to Egypt, and fuffering hard bondage under cruel] task- maffers, 


‘with their cedioufnefle and dangerous travel inthe wildernefle 


» enduring fo many cruell affealcs of the heathen, and in their en- 

trance into the promifed land, by shofe feven nations greater and 
‘fronger then they, - 7 ) 

The difpertions and perfecutions of the Prophets & Apofiles, 

together with the fufferings and death of Jefus born of che Vire 

_ gin, thefe being all taken onely as things paft, curned as into hu- 


mane hiftory, out of which may be collected carnal! experiments 


and policy ; who is the man that wil nor lend ameareunto chem, 


_and icem to approve them? yea the very Scribes,Pharifer,and hy- 


pocrits cannot bur trumpet out the fame of the Saints in chis. 
point of fuffering,faying, That if they bad lived in the dayes of their = 


father 


ondici- | 


he of all 


in £83) 

. fathers they would not have perfecuted the Prophets as they did, but in 

the mean time do nothing elfe but build che Sepulchres of che 

- Prophets, by their ere&ing of temporary ordinances, carnal go~ 

_vernments, hamane infticutions, and appoincmenrs formed and: 

framed from the pattern of the bare lecter of the Scripiure, un- 
der which they keep buried, the very {pirie and lite ofch: Proe 
phets,Apofties,and Chrift himfelf,ftifling thereby the very vircue 
and power of thofe ipiricuall and heavenly appoiniments of the 
word of God among the fons of men, | hier 

fn thoie cternall extentions and operations thereof, then the 

which, a greater cruelty cannot be attempted or maintained 
for as the blood fhed in ail generations from Abelto Zacharias, — 
comes juftly upon chat prefentzge & people who thus deal with 
the Prophets 5 even fo that compieat power, glory, and prefenee 
of the Prince of peace, and innocent Lamb ot God, which hath 
appeared in any, or all ages of the world, ought ( according to 
the law of cruch, juftice, and equity ) to be fet forth, made mani- 
feft, and acknowledged in che prefent generation and age of 
the world, whois Jefus Corift yefterday, and to day, andthe fame 
for ever, though che world know him nor, nor will acknowledg 
him fo tobe. ; 

Note for conclofion of this point, that onely the fufferinge 
of the Szincs of God is an innocent fuffering ; for they donot 
wrong unto, ute cruclry againft, or contradi& any of the 
proper creatures, or workmanthip of God, who is che Creator of 
all things. 

For howfoever it be true, that the wifdome and fubrilcy of 
man be the proper inftigator aud ftirrer up of all perfcution 
and cruelty againft Chiiftin all ages, yet icis not that wifdome 
fimply confidered, 28 a work of God, but as it hath through its 
own voluntary propenfity, fuckt in, and drunk up inro ic felfe 
the wifdome and word of God to the corrupting and falfifying 
thereof in it felfe, and thereby duth truly become Satanical, which 
condition is ne proper work of God. 7 

Even agfraile man in chac way of Chrift, is become:the poe. 

tent and eternal fon of God, and nocihe proper feed, and off- 
| > Spring of man. | 

, So that isis the {picic and power of Satan, chat che Sainte kill 
eee: | M2 and 


and crucified in themfelves, and oppofe in others, where, orig. 
whouilocver it appeart, and not any proper creatare of God, 
and therefore the Saints onely are innocent fufferers, that being — 
allthey fuffer for. 

- Even asitis in the wicked, is is nor the (pirie of 2 fimple crea- 
ture which they oppofe and perfecute in the godly, and kill and 
crpcifie in thenfel ver. es : 
Eat itis the {pirit and wifedcme of Gd which hath drank in 
the foule of the creature into ir Elf, throug’ the aullifying of 
oa all humane excellencies and glory in which the wifdome and 
glory of God doth confift, fo chat icis che wifdome of Godia 
this a&, which che world oppofeth and per fecures; the (ufferings 


of the Saints therefore are onely innocent, and miraculous, for 
they go beyond the power of any nature confidered only in it 4 
ielfe, which (offering of che Saints he works up Into one, asa 2 
pattern of ali che reft, andthatis the fecond point, . iM 
: a : aS 
Te have heard of the patience of Jub, . . cy 

ete >| 


2. The fufferings of all che Prophets are here gathered toge= : 
the, and compofed in one, namely in Fob, wherein we fee the li- 1 
berey of the Scriptures in propounding it felfe unto us either in ‘ 
the fingular or plurall form, and that in the grace of fuffering, | y 
wherein the Saints are made exemplary, for che Mffcrings of all » a 
the Prophets are here gathered up and ccntred in one particular, : 
namely in Fob. Pee e. 

Forif che (offerings ofall the Saints haveunityinone Sonof = 

God, and be all of like nature, virtugand power in him, then 
bath that one act of fuffering of the Son of God (once and fore- 
ver )-alikerefpe& unto every particular Saint of God, and hath 
its plurality in them, being of like nature, virtue and cficacy — 
wherever ir appears; for whatfoever is in that great Prophet‘of 
the Church, ie of one fimple and eternall 2&, and isas unpoflible 
to carry a differing nature or virtue,as for God to changeinany — 
 ofhis cxcllencies, 3 ? OS ee 
Por it becomes the Captaine of eur falvation in bringing many’ fons to 
«glory to be made pir fe through fuffering: fo that there are many fons 
ple fec,and ye t there ts but one onely fon: fhip, which onely fom 
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thip every one hath who isnot a baftard, and no fon, and isa fon 


~ only by the vircuc and dignity of chac one fon-{bip aid not of a- 


ny other, in apy re(pc& whatfoever. 

~ And yer there is but one fons becaufe all have acceffe unto ibe Fa- 
ther by onte [pirit : and cherefore it is chat God is faid to call bis fon 
out of Algypt,when fo many thoufands of Ifrael marched oucfrom 
Pharaoh, dcing but one body of lira}, which is faid 10 be done al- 
fo, whin Jetus, alone, afcer the death of Herod, recurned, being 


“tranfported by Jofeph and A/ary, as one of no ficrength withouc 


{upporr, a great difference in humane ceafon between that Infane 
and that Army that none of the Nationscan ftand before; Gut 
in both conhfts chat harmony which is in the natures of Chrill, 
therefore it is a faithfull {aying, that if we be dead wi'h bim,.orin 


him , we {ball aljo live in kim , if we [uffer togetber (or in unity.), 
wpe ball alfo reigne in unity , fo that the fufferings of Chrift are as. 


truly multiplyed in the Saints as the glory of his reigne and fon- 
{hip ir. ) . 
And yet it is crue, that as there is but one fon, fo there is but 
one fufferer, fo: be bimfelfe bears our fins in bis own body upon the trees, 
that is, in hie body myffticall, and notin an hiftoricall body, and. 
of (uch nature is the tree whereon they are born. He bore our finnes 
chat is, all chat which is their fin in the worlds account, namely. 
the contradiGing and abrogating of that law of the carnal! com-. 
mandement, ftanding in ordinances, whichis done, notona 
wodden crofle, orgibbec, but in or upon that tree of righi cig: 
nefle, where onely it is found to be abolithed, that we being dead jo. 


finne might live to righteoufneff2 , in which the ftripes do confift, 


whereby we are healed. 
So that the fufferer'is but one compleat and compatted body;. 


the place whereon this fuffering is onely found, is but that one, 


tree of righteoufnefle , namely of che righreoufnefle of God, 
through the faich of Ghrif, where che fleth is onely crucified un- 
to an erernall ftrength, and yet there are many fufferers : and. 


therefore it is the voyce ofalithe Saines of God thatever were, 


are, orfhall be, a8 one joyne acclamation or out-cry , written, 


- Gn-their hearts forever, For thy fake are we killed all the day long. 
 (thatie, once and for cver ) and.are counted as.foeep for the flange: 


s 


yee S 
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Ss .. the Saints of God bave beard of the patience of Fob, oc the fuffe- 
ae oe rings of the bated one, as his Mame {iznitics, OF One that endures: 


_tmyficall and fpiricuall Job, and che patient fufferings of Fob, 


nature and glory of thofe ineitimable fufferings comprehended 


~ dy, and riding upon an Affe, and upon a colt, the foal of an Affe. 


ot ele 


3 ~ 


We conclude then, that the fufferings of all the Prophets, : 
Seers, Or interpreters of che minde of God, are comprizedin our. _ 


are extended unto, and of an examplary nature ia all che Pro- 
phets; chatis, ofa teaching and leading virtue in every Saint of - 
God, fic to be imitated, and worthy tobe followed ofall the reff, 
otherwile due honour is not given unto Chriftaccording tothe ~ 


pee 
has ae 


in his myfticall and royal! body innocent. | | gi 

Buc heis carnallizedin the do&rine of che Croffe, asin all 
other puints, the world deals with him in the matter of the 
Gofpell. ; | 


3. Itis taken for granted therefore, in che nex: place, that 


enmity ayairft bimfelfe, asit is faid of him whom che world haces. 
even unciil now. Coaftder bim that endureth fuch contrad:Gion of fin- 
ners againft bimfelfe, leaft you be weary and faint in your mindes, as 
aowing ic is che portion of him aiways, in Who.nivcver he re- 
ally appears. ie : | 
The word tranflated b ard in chis place, fignifies co know, and 
thatupon fuch termes ot certainty, as-ro Become one with the 
thing known, agicis tatdthac Adam knew Eve bis wife, no conely 
to be mad? onein ContraG@and E'pouiall, as Jofeppand Adary 
were, Who yet nocwtthftanding kuownor onethe other; buteo 
be made one individuall (uofi tance in their feed, having one form, 
and one (pirie and life init, and foche pacience of fob: or che 
futfcrings of Fob, yea of Jefus, arc known in the Saints of Gods that 
is, they are one entire, fimple, and undivided a& in bim, and in 
tbem alfa, bearing the fame forme, coataining che tame virtue, 
fudje& to the fame reproach by the menof the world, as alfo, of 
like joy, and acceoration as of old anto the godly, by whomic. | 
is (aid, Rejoyce grea‘ly O daughter of Zion,. (bout O daughter of Ferum 
falem, bebold hy King cometh unto thee, be is j«ft faving bimfelfe, lowe 


{ 


» Contider, che word of God broughe not forch in the begining: ae 
the {un moon, and ftars, or any creature upon the face of the 
#arcb, co be of one nature and virtue in oneage of the world, and 


A 
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_ofanother nature and virtuein another time or age thereof, no 
more doth the word of God bring forth the fufferings of the Son 
of God, to be of one kinde and viriye in one man of God, and of 
_ another kinde, power or virtue in another man of God, orinone 
/ \ageto be really prefene with the Difciples,and in another age to 
_befar remote, for they are all one individuall a@ in that one 
multiplyed Saint or holy one of Ifrzel. | 
And fo‘are the fufferings of Chri according to the (piri, in 
the man of fin, and fons of Beliall, wbich crucifie the Son of God a- 
_ frefh unto, or in themfelves , puiteng him to an op-n fbame : it is not 
onein Pharaoh, and another in Herod ; it isnot of one nature or 
kinde in Gain, and of anotherin Judas: itis not oncin the Scribes 
and Pharafees, and another in the wicked Lawyers and Soul- 
> diers 5 it isnot of one nature and kinde io chat Antichrift and 
fon of perdition, and of another nature and kindé in the Devil 
and Satan. £3: . 
But itis one fimple and eternal] a& of that one man of fin, 
multiplied into many Antich rifts, which are now working already in 
the world, according to the power of the Prince of the ayre,the {pirit which 
now worketh in the children of uibelief, unto which Chrift {peaks as 
unto one, faying, what # thy name? the an{wer implies both the 
fingular and plurall number, my mame is Legion, for we are ma- 
ny. | 
Por we muft remember that what foever the law faith, at faith unto 
them, or as the word is, in them who are under the law; that ig, 


o 


whatfoever the law of che fpiric {peaks ; now the law of the fpi- 
rit of life isin Chri Jefus, according to which he fubmits tothe 
will of his father (ibat ancien: of days )in all things, as alfo rules 
over ail temporary and carnall power ; for thereis nothing in 
Chrift as wherein he fubmics, but is hath the virtue of authority 
therein alfo, and whatfoever this lave faith, ic faich icin all that 
are fabj¢&s unto the fame, and gives being to what it uteers, ag. 
the word did toall things in the beginning ; fo that if it {peak 
of faith in any, it (peaks without refped of perfons according to 
| that impartiality which is in ic felf-fo that where it wccers faich, it. 
ig in the powerfull work of faith, asa work wherein the Son of 
_ theecernall is involved,in whom ic hath its virtue and power :4€ 
| Meuteer alone, is theds it abroadin che heart in the laboar of it 
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-agthat wherein God dwels, who is: compofed of ic; if it fpeaks a 


of hope, it is not deter: ed, but fprings up in the foule as that tree 
of life in the Paradife of God: and it ic (peak of fufkering, it creates | 
the Coffe, not in any other form and vircue,but in thae wherein 
cakes its being from the beginning, even asic was at the firft, 
with the creation in the operation of the word in bringing forch 
all creatures to exifiand havea being. : 

When ic made the Sua, it formcdic in chat virtue chat abides 
the famein all ages; and fo dcis with all creatuces receiving 
their being and virtue by that words even fo whatfoever the 
law of the (piric faich,ic gives the fame being and virtue thereun- 
ro in all that are under chat law, whether ic concerne humiliati- 
onor exaleation, death or refurre&ion, the being of the Lord 
the Saviour, or the faved of the Lord. | 

For what orin whom. foever it fpeaks, it faith ic to the realli- 


ging of it f:lfeia the thing fpoken, and thar without exclufion of 


any one particular, or including any one more then the reft, 
which are found under the fame law. = 
~ ‘Por as unto us there is but ore God, fo there is but one Image 
of that God, which is his wifdome tnade manifeft in Chrift, 
which is the proper and perpecuated form of Chrift, whereinfo- 
ever heis manifeft, and ofalltrue Chrittianicy in all ages of the 
world. ; 


We muft therefore either take Chrift, ora chriftian forme bee | 


ing under the law of the {pirit (and then thereis no other feat to 
fethim in, bucunder the domision of the flefh, that law of fin 
and death) or el fe the Croffe expreffed and maintain:d :ccording 


eo that law of the {pirit ia the (ame in Chritt, and in every Chri- ¥ 


ftian in all refpecs. | r 
For it is that circumciffion made without bands; thatis, without 
any wifdome or ability pro per unto, or atainable by man, names 


ly the cutting off of that fuperfuous forerkin of the Ach; which — 


is Coperfluous co the fulneffe of Gods wifdome and power, which 
is the proper hinderer and obftiuéor of the propagation of che 
Son of God. i 


° ° 3 . } e - ‘4 § 
Therefore this circumciflion is to be exercifed uponevery male — 
x 


in the family of God (and thas by divine inflitution) that is up= 


an every one who have that mafculine {pirit of the Son of God, | 
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“to acquit them felves like men of God, by faich,con quering and over 
coming the world, for this circumcifion onely brings the foule 
, of man into a capacity of having the power of God to be exerci« 
fed therein, in which is that fulnefle and perfeCtion, that all 
things natural dr proper toa creature, are altogether fuperflu- 
ous, and therefore ic is faid co be Circumcifion, or cutting round, 
_ foasno beginning or end of this virtue can ever be found out, for 
_ ics eternal. a : 
__. Againe, there is alfo the law of the carnal commandement, 
orthe carnall law, and whatfoever that {peaks, it faith it one- 
ly inthem, and in all them (refpectively ) thac are under chat. 


law. | a 
And this confifts in carnall and remporary ordinances and ine. 
Riitutions, fuch appoincments as fade and perifhin the ufe, fuck 
as abide not wich man, or he not with them for ever; and what 
‘this law faith,fc faith icin all and every particular that are under 
_ the fame 5 that is, icreallizeth it felfein every heare wherein it 
_ Speaks, fofming and framing a work therein according to the 
word gont out;for she word of God {peaks that language in a f- 
gure, which mans heart naturally (peaks,taking chat (by viewing 
it by his own light) co be the fubftance and reality of the minde 
of God, in hisintent; but is but a fhadow, a figure or fignificati- 
on thereof, thereby carnallizing the word by transforming it in- 
to the fimilitude of a creature, and not into the glory of the Cre= 
ator, fo that the imaginations and dictates of his own heart give 
' a temporary forme unto an eternall word, whichis that carnall 
_ Taw of fin and death in himfelfe, fubjeQing himfelfe thereunto, 
- fothat whatfoever the lester faich which kils, it @ithic in him: 
whois licterall, and hath the power of engagement, and binding 
that party over to the onely acknowledgement, and pra@ice 
_ thereof; and fo the word of God becomes a tormentor unto 
_ mnan; for ic being held, or imprifoned in this unrighteoufneffe, Or 
_ narrowand ftrait confines of humane principles and capacity, 
and yet in ic felfe infinite and eternal, cannot poffible move there- 
in, but mult have refpe& unto ics own nature, which is iafinice 
- Incomprehenfible, and eternall, wheréby the foule of the creature 
_ is fet upon the rack, hanged on che gibbet. laid under an intole- 
_ Fable preffe, caftinto the flames, overwhelmed wich the flouds, 
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being extended and intangled with that which is infinitely a= 
bove, as alfo below and beneath, and in all refpeés beyond the. 
-reach of all hamane abilicies, and fo continually devifeth and 
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_ frameth out more ways of tcrture and cormenc untoit felfe, then 


“§ 


ever mans heart in any tyrant could invent for the fhame and 


horrour of the body. 


In which refpe&t that compleat condition ceafeth to be the — 
flate and condition, or to be led by the proper principles ofa 


meer creature, or workmanthip of God, and becomes Shedim, as 
the Caldean phrafe iz,that is che deftroyer of mankinde,in humane 
and facanical]. ee 

So that the diGatcs of fuch a heart are the proper fuggeftions 
of Satan, and ics operations, the proper works of darknefle, and 


theonely path wherein the wrath of the Almighty treads for e- 


ver. 

Note alfo, that there isin them who are under che law of 
the fpiric, a dire& Antithefis unto this exprefled of the wics 
ked. : 
Por the {pirit of man being taken into unity with the word, 
and fo gathered up into the wifdome and power of God, works 
nor moves not but by principles proper unto God, which are of 
an eternall and incomprehenfible nature ; and yet the fpirit of 
the creature cannot move, but with refpe& to the preciu€s of 
time, in whichic is, but ic goeth forth in and by eternal] priaci- 
pies, fo that there iz in the Son of God diftin& operations, yet e 
very one ofan eternal nature and race, , 

The one giving delight to the work through variety & change 


+ . 
4 
‘ 
* 
¢ 
* 
PSs 


i: 
& 


of action ; and the other gives liberty, eafe, and freedome unto | 


the foule therein, having fo large roome and fo f{pacious a fphear 
to walke and exercife it in, the bounds whereof can never be tro= 


den out, like the Sun in the firmament whofe progreffe nonegan | 


hinder, nor flop, or prevent the health under its wings from the 
exercife of it felf; nor can any take out of order thofe fixed fears of 
the morning, that fight from [uch an eminent and noble diftance in ibeit 
cour fes for the deftruction of this wicked Sifera, even thofe bright mor- 


Pt 


ning ftars that fing together,e» (ons of God {bouting for joy in thofe Nobles - 


of I/rael, in laying of the firft foundation of the earth fo as it [ball never 


be removed; who are, as far above the power and dominionof _ 
. | ? Satan, © 


Satan,as the heavens are above the earth, out of the gun-fhot of 
being infifted with any corrupt do&rine, or of being hurt by any 
of che tyrannical praGices of this prefent world. 

Such is the ftace and condition of that myfticall body of our 
Lord Jefus, the di&ates of whofe heare are che motions of that 
fpirit of holineffeand power, and his operations works of the 
Son of God. oe 

And of fach nature is che law of the (pirie which isin Chrift 
Jefus, and ofall fuch as are under command,and in the authori- 
ty thereof. ; | 

The Saints then, or brethren of cur Apoftle, know the pati- 
ence of Job, mot at a diftance, but in the neareft conjun@ion;(o as 


being made one withic, ic being an entireand undivided croffe 


and iuffering, and is brought in che next fencence, viz. 
And have feenthe end of the Lord. 


Under the word feene is comprehended the exercife of all the 


fences which is ufuallin Scripture, as being filled in chem all by 


che Croffe and (utferings of Chrift; as ifhe (hould fay , yee have 
feen, ye have heard, ye have tafted, relihed and felt the (ufferings 
of Chrift, for his name is an oynment poured out, the (weet favour and 
feent whereof fills the whole houfe; fo that your hands bave handled the 
word of life in this point, as really as Thomas handled the humane 
body of Chriff, when be put bis finger into the print of the nayles, 
which faitaed him ¢o his Croffe, for the confirmation of his faith 


of tuch reality is the Croffe of Chrift, as to make us to fee, touch 
and taftfor our fatisfaction the power and vercue of the Lord, o= 


therwife we can never handle the word_of life to micifler and 
ferve in the fame as Minifters of she San@uary, and as able Mi- 


nifters of the Gofpel , uot of the letter, but of the [pirit , for the letter 


kills, but the fpivit gives life. 
So that our hearing or knowing of the patience of Fob, name- 
ly our being one with Chriftin his Crofle’, alike as we are one 


wih him in any other grace or vertue, is thac which opens unto 


us the {cope of the Scriptures : fo chat we fee Godsend and aym 
in d) fling unco us all carnall things sis the fame that appeared 
in Job, to give double in that which never failes ; for we never 
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Sau ienarmcaiinpedh ten cain, men anteater ae 


read of any more lof unto 
for ever. 


We fee therefore Gods intent and endin the Croff?, fo asto 
make it our joy and confolation, fo that we rejoyce in per fecution, 
in tribulation, and veproach, knowing that Gods end herein ig only 
to m:ke bis power maniteftin as, for in al the/e things we are more 
then conquerours, knowing that our vi@ory ftands both in being 
the Refcuer, and the refcued : fo that che Blory and joy of them 
both is made oneinus, which no earthly Conguerour can ate 
taine. So thac our laughter is that {pirical Ifaac, che j>y of the 
whole earth; for howfoever we know our felves Cin rans na- 
ture fimply confidered ) cobe like Sarah, barren of all che fruits 
of righceoufneffe, and defticuce of chac immortall {eed of God, 
and alfo our Lord fimply confidered , to be paft age; for being 
brought forth and made manifeft in time in one chat is but of yes 
flerdays continuance, whoin himfelfeis that Ancient of daycs: 
Yee the end and intent of the Lord in the conjun tion of thefe, by 
vititing of us in chat way of the pramife, is the bringing forth of 
djaac, according to thas tinie of life proper to the Son of God, 
who is the joy and laughter of all chat heare ir, {0 a5 to approve 
of it, end give credic thereunto, according to that unwavering 
faich of che Father of the faithfull, who ftaggered nor. | 


Therefore the end of this Croffe is manifefted to be fon- hip 


Fob, bat as though be were en tiched 


unto God, as itis fayd, My fonne, my fonne, de|pife not; that is, ho-. 
nour and embrace the chaftning of the Lord, in the cutting off of 
all foperfluicy of naughtinefle which mans nature is fubje& unto, 
for the end thereof is that child-like difpofition, being naturali- 
- zeduato the Lord, . 

Yea, Gods end herein isto receive and embrace us as his pecu- 
liar ones ; For what the Lord loveth be chaftneth , and fcourgeth every 


fonne whom be receiveth. | ° 

This is that through which we pirticipace in bis holinefe, and 
are poflefiors of that integricy which is innone but himfelé. 

For bee correQeth in cucting offal! fuper uous branches, to 
this end that we may-be made partakers of bis beline ffe. 

Yea, the end of the Croffe is to inveft us in our filiall portion, 
for if you endure chaftning , God dealeth with you as fonnes, for what. 
fonne.i be whom the father correcteth not ; and that for this very end, 


& 


namely 7) 


(£93) 
namely to fic him thereby to exercife and bear up his own fpirits 
nature, Office and authority. | 
Such is the Lords end and intent in our undergoing of the 
Croffe, to beftow a double portion on us as he did co Fob, 


which is the proper right of the firft borne of Gad, appoinced 


by the Law in Ijrael ; For where it is faid, the Lord gave feb 
cwice asmuch, the wordis, Added double: The fame phrate is 
ufed by Elifba, where he dcfires to receive a double portion of 
che fpiric ot Eliab, or that fpicit of partition , whereby to divide 
Jordan aright, as his Mafter had done before him ;the word pro- 
perly fignifies the mouth exercifing the part of two, which is the {pi~ 
tit of Prophefie confidered in a doubdie or cwo-fold refpe& 5 thac 


fs, asitcontayns the fpitic of interceflion, in laying open and in- 


terpretting the ftate and condition of man-kind before God from: 
which the Saints are freed and delivered ; as al(o the laying open 
bfore the fons of men the ftate and condition of the Son of God, 
opening and interpretting that to which we are delivered, both 
thefe werein Fob; the one fignified in his praying for his friends, 
thatthey might be delivered from unrighteoufneffe ; and the o- 
ther in the names given to his daughters , declaring his prefent 
joyous, and delightfull condition. Likewife the {pirit of Pro- 
phefie is fignified unto ur,in chat he feeth his feed unto che fourth 
generation 5 which number foure hath inic the myftery of che 
extenfion of things, as in the gathering of che ele& fromthe four 
winds, or foure'corners of the earth : to alfoin chat four times 
ten, or forty dayes faft of Chrift, his continued a& of obftinance 
from the wayes of fin and death is fignified, ae in chat four times 
ten, of forty yeares cravell of Erael in the wildernefle, declares: 
che Saints fight andacknowledgment of the works and wayes of 


‘the Nations, ia all their performances, to be unto them a3 4 bare 


ren, dry; wild and wayleffe wilderneffe for ever. Likewife Gods 
vifiting of che fathers upon the child-en co the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate him, is for ever 5 for whom he hates 
once, he hates for ever which vilication theholy man 7od feetis 
his {eed freed from by the {pirit of Prophetie in this eftate and 
condition of bis reftauration , and eternall enriching by Godin 
way of this double portion. 

~ Borasthe office. of Kingdome and Priefi-hood are. the inhe= 


ritance. 
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ricance of the firf-born in che family 5 fo alfo is this double pore 
tion in Prophelie, or mouth performing the part of twaine; thatis, — 


he hath the mouth to perform the part of the fonne of ( Man ) 
namely in exercife of the fpirit of God in interpretting and lay- 
ing open the ftate and condition of all flefh, and by the vertue 
and authority of che high Prieft of God, which is done not un- 
to terrour, griefe, or controverfic, but unto peace, joy, and re- 
conciliation with God, asone that is entered within che vale. _ 
And thus the mouth and breath of prayer is opened and 
drawn out with boldneffe before che Lord at the throne of grace, 
as coming in chat name and authority of Jefus Chrift, who is a 
Prieft for ever after che order of Melchifedech. : 
Againe, in this double portion is the mouth of the Sonne of 


-of God exercifed as from heaven, opening and interpresing uns 


to the world the mind of che Fatherin thar fice and condition 


of Jefus Chrift, freely offering and making cender of che love, - 


bounty, good will, and mercy of God unto the Sainte ; and chis 
is-done in that Princely fpirit, and bounceous riches and libera- 


- lity confifting in the power and authority of a King, which 


chings are comprehended in che righe of che firft.born, and are 
the portion of Fob in this his reftauration, wherein we feethe 
end of the Lord, andin whom the ftate of all the Saints is pera 


fonaté and involved , and no other end isaymed at, or effected. 


by God in all che fufferings of the Saints, but to give in exchange 
for tranfitory and vaine things , an inheritance mortall and undefi= 
led, which faderh not, referved for us in heaven, or inthe heighe of 


of thac eftace and condition of the Son of God. For the confire 


mation whereof, he brings in that argument propounded in the 


next place, whichis the fourth point. . 


Fer the Lord is very pittifull, and of tender mercy. 


To pitty, pare, orto be indulgent, is to refraine from impo- 
fing any penalcy or burthen , it is to forbeare to vex in the leafts 
even ag not In pittying or {paring a perfon or a people, istoexs 
seute deftcu&ion to the urtermoft; This pity is exercifed inthe 

pirit of Chriftianity, and of Chrift, as when the fonne of forry — 
man is acknowledged to be fuch, as there necdsno other weight 
saci . but — 


_ but his own proper propenfity, tocaft himfelfe down unto death 
_ forever ;norany other fubrilty bug bis own to intrap and en- 


fnare him unto the will of Satan for ever , then only do the coms 
paflions and pitty of a facher move upon chat heart, fo ag to adde 
no forrow thereunto. 

Againe, ts pitty or commiferate, is to redeem, releafe, and de~ 
liver from whatfoever might annoy or difquiet the party which 


is fubje& co diftreffe s cherefore ic is fayd, that in bis love and pitty 


be redeemed them, and bare them (as out of the reach of any harm ), 
all ihe dayes of old. 


So chat when che heart declixeih the heip ofall creatures, as 


infufficient to lend a hand from any of their proper abilities to 


help or refcue out of srouble, and that wretcheducfle whereunto 
all A:th is by nature fubje& 5 chen doth the pitty and compaffion 


_ ofa father, as being author of all tenderneffe and compaflion, 


move upon that foule , effecting Gods end by fuffering of the lofe 
of the abilitie and power of the creature : For when Fob abhor- 
red himfelfe, as being but duftand athes, then the Lord ftirs up 


__himfelfe to releafs him not only from the bitcernes of his friends, 


buc repayrs all his loffes with the right and priviledges of the 
firft-born of God. Suchis the cenderneffe and pitty of the fpirit 
of our good Shepheard, gathering the Lambs into bis arms, and car- 
rying them in bis bofome , and gently leads [uch as are with young , yea 


| _layes dovene his life for bis flocke : And this is the ftate and conditi- 


on of all fuch as find chem {clves fatherleffe in refpect of any love, 
pitty, or com patlion exercifed towards them by the {pirit ofthe 
world, of whom iris fayd, Albur {ball not fave us , we will not ride 
upon hor fes, neither will we fay any more to the works of our bands, yee 
are our gods, fer in thee the fathers find mercy: 

Por he is notonly pitrifull, but of tender mercy , whereby the 
day that (prings from on high bath vifited us: Or that morning Sunne 
which is che light and glory of the world is rifen up upon uz, to 
Bive light to fuch as otherwife fitin darkneffe and in the thadow 
ofdeath, even that light of profperity, joy and gladnefle, peace 
and plenty , which arifech out of the light and inheritance of the 


firf-born, unto whom the full inheritance belongs , with what- 
“Peever the Father was, is, or fhalj be, in all his encerprizes and o« 
q erations.. 


For 


eS ticle {96 ] Se : 
- For the nature, office, and operation of the SonofGodis ours, 
through thefe cender mercice, bowels, and compaffionsofaFa. | 
ther which cannot withhold from an only Son, not only free- | 
ing us a8 amercifull high Prieft, trom ail evilland fin, but asa’ 
mof bountifulland liberall King, fupplying aud furnifhing us’ 
withall good ; for it we fee the end of the Lord in our fuffering © 
the loffe of corruptiblethings, we are fure to feel che tender mer- 
cies of acompaflionate Father, communicating himéelte with us — 
© im all che thingsincorruptible and eternall, wichout whichheis 
: not, and therefore isceafed to be mercy and tender pity inthe’ 
world,that fo as a Father is in his Son, he may be what he is only 
in us : Whereupon he brings in aNeminene and univerfall prohi- - ~ 
bition, backed with anexhortation, togethec withthedangerof 
not obferving the fame, contained in the next vere, 3 


- aye | 


Verf. 12. But above all things my brethren {wear not , neitber by 
beaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other 
oath ; but let your yea be yea, and jour nay nay, left — 
you fall into condemnation. , 3 


~ “Wherein ‘obferve thefe particulars. t 
a. The necefity and weight of the charge, in thefe words 5 But a~ _ a 

bove all things. 7 ae a 
2. A loving infinuation to move unto obfervation; My brethren. 
3. The chargeit felfe, or inhibition ; Swear not. | 
4. Aninftance in particulars not to be fworn by, that is 1. Noe 


by heaven. 2. Not by theearth. 3. 4 univer{allcom- 
prebending of all things contained iu them both ; Neither by a- 
ny other oath. . 


5. ‘An exbortation confifting of affirmation and negation ; But let 
your yea be yea, and your nay; nay. 
6+ The danger en(uing the not obferving hereof; Lett you fall 
into condemnation. | 


3 ND firft of the charge, Sweare not. By {wearing in this i 

place is meant any Covenant, Contrrad, or betrothing un~ _ 
toa thing, as tobe engaged as fublervant thereunto 5 that ie, 
co when 


~ 


when we are obliged and bound over, as being under the autho- 
rity or command of any thing further then itis foundin, or fers 


ving unto the compleating and f<cuing forth the myfticall bo- ; 
dy of Chrift, that fon of eternity. | 


~ he 


| Nowa man is under the command and power of a thing,when , 


aites thereupon, fo as to obferve and anfwer to thetime and 


‘opportunity thereof, In the rejeion or negle& of any otker 


thiog, which might take up the opportunity , and hinder or ob- 
Rru& thecine, whereby that his Commander mighe be defrau- 
ded of ics incereftinhim , whether ic be office, dignity, allyance, 
relation, {lochfulneffe, or operation. 

And firit for office and dignity throughout the confines and 
government of a Kingdome, they oughs noc to captivate a Chri- 
ftian, bat muft be fubfervance to the kingdome and call of Chiff, 


whote kingdome is not of this world, or things therof. 


When did Abrabam that high father of the world, I/ase and ja- 
cob, who were heyrs with him of the fame promife, feccle and e- 
ftablith their Scepter in any part of the earth, as tyed by place 
and office there, and were not as pilgrims and firangers, Randing 
in readinefle as that righteous one of the Eaft, to anfwer Gods calls, 
and to follow the Lord at bis foot , who made the nations as ftubble unte 
his fword, and as driven flubble unto bis bow. | 

Or where did Mojes, King in Fefburunn, pitch his Tent to make 


his abode longer chen it pleafed that cloud of witneffe to exercile 


its abode upon the Tent, bring ever ready to depart wich the mo- 
tion therecf. 

Which bore witneffe in ics two and forty removals in the wil- 
derneffe, co thofe two and forty generations, or refurregtions of 
Chrift, from Abrabam co the womb of the Virgin, as alfo to che 
over-fhadowing of the Virgin by the fpiric of God, in that con- 
ception of the Son of God, from all the {corching reys and fun- 
thine of mans glory and fubclecy in that day-time of our falvati- 
on; asalfounto that fiery light of che fpiric breaking forth ia 
Hfrael, through chat Croffe of Chrift, a3 in a. night fo dark and ob- 
fcure unto the nations. : | 

And to what people or places were any of che Prophets of 
God, or Apofiles of Jefas Chrifttyed, or engaged, by any em 


| Wary orterrene band, except imprifonmentby che saber hat 
aan 1s. ida fo 


< : 


refolutions, might appear and make i: {elf evident. 


Or were the Judges and Law-givers in Ijrael tyed todayes, 


times, feates, and circuits, as men making merchandizes of meng 


eftaces, credics and lives, that in cafe an Oath be bidden and gi- 


ven in exchange, delivery muft be made without controverfie ; 
and many times the caufe is as currant, as when the flrongett ca- 
‘ries away the parfe on the high way, though a poffibilty may be 
to finde out the falfhood of the oath afterwards, when there is 
lefe no hope of redemption : And as for chat mercinary and bel- 


ly- god-like bond, to be engaged to places and people under the. 


names of Paftorand Teacher; to evadethe troubles and travels 


of Prophets and Apoftles. Let that fuffice which hath already | 


been fayd, only let fuch look themfelves as in a glaffe, in that 
young man of the houfe of Fudab, and yet a Levite, joyned unto 


their congregations, as he tothe family of Mica. Read Fudg. 17. 


and lee them read the effe& of their Minifiry in that range kind 
of Levite, whois of mount Ephraim, joyned unto his Concubine 
of Bethlebem Fuda, according to what it brings forth between Ben- 
jamine and Ifrael, fer forth untous, Judges the 19. and 20. Chap. 

Againe, in point of family, as in kindred and relations, the 
words of Chriftholds firm, and are to be valued at the fame rate 
we fet upon him: and he faith, He that for fakes not father and mo- 
iber, wife and children for my fake and the Gofpell , i not worthy of 
mee. : | 
And againe, He that bates not father and mother, wife and children, 
breibren and fifters, yea and bis owne life al{o, be cannot be my Di{ciple. 
The reafon hereof is, becaufe all natural! relations brought unto 
she highef pitch which they tendunto, is to idolize the thing, 
by fetting it in the place of God, requiring a due refpe& and ob- 
fervation thereof inthe negie& or contempt of what ever might 
hinder the promoting thereof, which cannot fland wich a due ob- 
fervationand refpe& of that relation, as itis ordered and eterni-~ 


zed in Chrift, but muft make a nullicy of it; for the coming of — 


Chriftin all chings # glory to God in the bigheft, and not to the 
ahings of the creature. 


When the man called by Chrift, defired firft to goand bury bis fae 


thers that the earthly relation may have chicfty, and come in the 


fo che veriue of the Croffe in its courage, conftancy, and Princely — 


fir | 


4 
‘ 
i 


fi ft place, 


unio us in che call and relation of Chrift, 

For Chiift is about his Fathers bufinefle; not when he attends 
on fofeph and Mary, but when he is dif{puting and convincing the 
Doors of the carnall Temple at Ferufalem. 

But carthly relations in their proper intent ( without which 
the life of ic is let ouc ) ever fet theméelyes in the firft place ; for 
what is a Husband ora Wife, unleffe they make each other the 
higheft pitch of their love, which is the pointed up pinacle, 
which the Devill fets Chrift upon according co the flefh, wherein 
the ftrength of his eemptations confifts ; and where it takes, ic is 
the prefumptuous finne, which our fpiricuall David is freed from; 
for who dares nos to love wife and children to the higheft poyne 
thereof , without feare of finning , being the proper finew to tye 
them together, and the life-blood in the Veynes, to give motion 
and agility in all conjugall refpe&e, making each other the ob- 
je of defires, hopes, obfervation , diligence, care and motion, 
that nothing, no not life ic felfe thall hinder, or be thought too 
deare co maintaine the credite , comfort, and Well-being of one 
another, , 

_. And here it is to be noted, that when the Scriptures take upa- 
ny of the Creatures in their nature, relation, operation, or in a= 
ny refpedt, it is not done but with refpe& unto the wifdome and 
{piric of man, for whofe ufe al! things were made and are, and 
that co declare thereby either the myftery of God , or the myftery 


_ Of iniquisy, or boch. 


And that allufion cannot be ofa capacity to fignifie unto ug 
the mind of God wrapt up therein ( whether a thing cerrible to 
nature or lovely ) unlefle wee extend it unto the farche poynt 
which ic intends or inclines after, and that is Satanicall = as for 
example, when it takes up a Lyon to expreffe it felf by, a Dragon, 
Tyger, Wolfe, Leopard, Beare, Fox, or Serpent, we muft look 
unto the proper purfuit of the creature to the utmof extent of 
his difpofition and pra@tice; which being centred in man asthe 
{cope and intent of all Gods works, itmuft be found there in the 
Breatelt cruelty, fubrilty, and tyranny, which is no leffe then the 
Devill, that roaring Lyon, Seeking whom be may devoure. 

| O 2 Againe, 
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- Againe, ahen ictakes up lovely relations, as Husb ied to wife, 03 
and wife to Husband, Pather to (on, andton to Father, we muff 
carry them unco that point which nature depraved purtues ia 
this world ( Per in the Kingdome of Godthete is neisher marrying nor 
givir gin marridye ) and then ic idoiizeth the pacty beloved, fees ie 
in the place of God, and fo becomes an idolatrous afft Aion, yea 
itis that love of the world which is enmity with God, having the 
fpiric of the Serpentin ic, and therefore co be hated. ty 

For it {wears and engaperh unco the things of this world,con- 
trary co the charge of our Apofile given in this place 3 and ioisa 
ccue metaphor, and in way of diflinilicude, or antitbelis, holds 
dircQ proportion with the things of God, and fo firly fers ous 
the nature of the love of God in the Saints. 

Whofe temporary relations, or lives are not deare anto them 
for the caufe of Chrif, in mayncaining chofe that-are reall and e- 
ternaliin him : and inthis true fence of the height and intent of 
them, are all hated for Chrift, and:no bond-at all to hinder them - 
in their courfe inthe promulgation of che Gofpel. j 

For where find we any of the Prophets or Apoftles cf Chrift 
chiangled with wife or children, friends or famlics, as a tye to 
hinder them in the purfuit of che things of God. Indeed the A- 
polile faith, Have not we power to eate and to drinke, to lead about a 
fifter, a wife, and power not to worke as other Apoftles, bretbrenofibe © 
Lord, or in brother- hood of that Lordfhip over all things: Yee 
~ did they practice or defiftin doing, or notin doing thefe chings, 

only as the progrefs and propagation of che Gofyel might be fur- 
thered and promoted thereby. ; 

But icis che policy and practice of the world'to adjure & con- 
jure things fo rogether by humane tye2 and bonde, knowing that 
all carnajl relations flye for refuge unto a Diabolicall engage- 
ment, even as every {piritual relation flycs to that bond and oath 
of God... : 

For thereby.the {pirit of the world fers perfons-and places to- 
gether, toclaym mutual! intereft to the negle@and vilifying 

_of that bond of the {piric which isin Chrift, proftrating them- 

{elves to the fei vice ard ufe meerly ofeach other. i | 

But the dodrine of Chrift faith on this wile ; Yee have heard that 
it barb been {aid of old, thou {balt rst for [weare thy felfe; but I fay unto” a 


i] 


| 
q 


q 


i 


eae 


St 


you, fweare 1st a! all;thavis, takenot anerg2genent upon thee, 


to as to jubmitunto, or be atthe fervice and command cf any 
thing whatfoever 5 thatir, not ihe proper ftate, place, office, rela- 
tion, operation, or co.dicion, as it is founded in Chrift, or con- 
ducing thereuntc.. a 
_ By which, acd ia whom we aremade L: ri ofall things, and 
fo fubjr& co none befides him alone : For of bim, and through bim, 
and for bim arc all things, and to bim the glory of all appertains and be- 
long:. : 
Thereforeit is, That tbe fabboth is made for man, and not man for 
the fabboth , for the fonne of man is Lord of the fabboth. Aud hence it 
is that it is fay, that the woman wus made for the man, and not the’ 
man for the woman ; that is, all chings more weake and effeminate, 
whatfoever they be, are made to be fubj-&, and of the fervice of 
that mafculine {pirit of the man of God, and not the man of God 
to be {ubje& to any thing which hath noc the ftrengch and autho-- 
rity of the Son of God in It.. 

‘Now in that Chrift was not nade an high Prieft bat by an 
oath, andyce gives fri& charge not to fweareat all 5 we are to 
confider wherein an oath doth confiff, which the Apofile to the 
Hebrews dcfcribes in a two- fold refpect, that is, the oath of God, 
and the oath of men. The oath of men is never taken inthe way 
of Chrift, buc without the oatk of God he exifts not ; the oath 
of God is never taken in the way of Antichrift, buc without the 
oath of man he never war. 

And firftfor the oath of God, weareto confider the {peech of 
the Apofile, where he faith ; That ben God m de or built the promife : 
in Abrabam, becaufe there was not a greater to feeare by , bee (wore by 
bimfel fe ; where he transforms the promife inco the oath, making’ 
them as one thing. 

1. For the Promife of God , the Govenant of God, and the Oati- 
of God, are but one intire 2& or flate of the Son of God, only 
differ in variety and ceall diftin&tion of glory. The promife be- 
ing Gods voluntary and free tender of himfelfe in Chrift, toge=: 
ther with mans acceptation in a voluntary and free return of 
thankfulneffe : It isin God voluntary without compulfion , free 
without any reftraint in himfelfe, or deferc in man; Ecis che ten- 
der of himiclfe, elfe could not have in it the bounsy and benigni-- 


ty of God. And. 
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And it is accepted by man ina thankfall acknowledgment 
thereofin Chrift, which is voluntary, without compulfion ; for 
the Son of God is not compelled to acknowledg the bounteous 
liberality of che Father, and it is free withoug reftraint of him- 
felfe, for he makes a compleat furrender of him{elfe ynto God, 
and wichout any defercin God ; a8 confidered in the vilification 
of che fpirit in the men ofthe World, wherein is no defert > OF 
thanks worthy atall but in himfelfe, and exaltation of the fame 
fpirit in Chrift, moft worthy of all renown and acknowledge- 
mente, as the author aud giver of all things, 

Even as the unworthineffe of man confifts in that flate of the 
exalration of che flcfhin the man of fin, or men of the world, but 


as it is f{ubmicted unto God in Chrift : (o the man Chrifis he, to 


whom of due defert every knee fhall bow, and congue confeffe the 

worth and dignity of thas Lord Jefus the man of God > and Savi- 

our of che world. | 
2. Again, for the Covenant of God, itisa mutual] and conju- 


gall engagement of God and man in the faith of Chrif, where. - 


by they become mutually and reciprocally at the fervice and afe 
ofeach other, for therein is chat {peech made good and fulfilled ; 
The man bath not power of his own body, but the woman, neither bath 
the woman power of her own body but the man, God vouch fafing unto 
the Son of man all that help and glorious {upply that isin him- 
felfe, and man bringing forth, and making manifeftin hinifel fe 
all thofe glorious excellencies and vereues which are in the Son 
of God, and fois due benevolence given with refpe& unto all 
conjugal! duties appegtaining and belonging unto that holy Co- 
venanc and Contract in that E(poufall of Chrift Jefas the Son of 
God, ast ok 

3. The oath of God is the immutability and unchangeable 
condition of this eftate of our f piricuall Abrabam, taken 
into the promife and hopeful! expectation of God ; taken in- 
to the Covenant and prefent enjoyment of God; taken into the 
oath of confirmation, and unchangeable eftare and condition of 
the Son of God, wherein itis impoffible that ever God thould 
faile or forget himfelfe, as not to abide and remaya the fame, fo 
that he fweares by himfelfe, wherein Abrabam is a party , elfe it 
cannot be an engagement, and {0 is involved in the fame condi- 


tion 


: apy te ee 


! 
| 


| 


tion with God ; for where it is {aid ( God (ware by bimfelfe ) is is 
word for word, If I bleffe thee not ; thac is, if thou be not blefled, I 
am not bleffednetie my felfe: Therefore he faith, Surely in blefing 
Trpill bleffe thee, and multiplying, 1 will multiply thee; thatis , if ibe 
bleffed, then thou art the fame ; if | be multiplyed in my vertues 
and ¢xcellencies , then thou alfo art and doft the fame. 

Note from hence, that a Chriftian and God-like oath, never 
{wears by a thing greater then he that {wears ; for if he do, he di- 
vides himfelfe from Chrift, divorcing himfelfe from God in fal- 
fifying the Covenant, in adulterating that holy and perpetua- 
ted bond. . 

Aad therefore he adda the oath of man to be fuch as {wears by 
a greater then himfelfe, which is to make God and man to be two. 
eftates and conditions, which is that which hath ever made a 
nullity of Chrift ( who is one ) and holds the fouleina fate of 
unbeliefe, andis properly that oath which God {wearsin the 
way of his wrath, which excludes men from ever entring into 
his reft; in the one man isin the oath > bat nocaufe originall of 
the unicy and contra& between God and man s3and in theother, 
Godisa partyin the oath, but no caufe or originall of that 
breach or feparation from God » €xclufion out of che land of the 
living, or undergoing of wrath : The one is the fhutcing of the 


_ Bate of heaven unto the world by that clofe and undivided eftate 


of God and man, being the fame conditica 3 the other opens the 


Gravefor the Rebels in the wilderneffe, that Hades, and ftate of . 
_ death, by feparating God and man from being the fame exiftence,. 


and fo ever look after a greater chen themfelves ; for the obtayn= 


_ ing of whom, ibey return back in their hearts into Egypt, feeking 
_ fhelcer and proreftion in the power and authority of the arm of 


- fileth, exercifing ic felfe in che men of the world, 


i 
1 


Even agit dotk-the Saints of God, to maintayn God and man. 


ia 


| 
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It ftands the world upon therefore to maintayo engagements 
between creature and creature, as the intent of the word of God, 


and fo in all things to havea re{fpe& to one greater then them- 
(elves, which muft be another, and not their condition, which is 
theonly ftrengthning of the arm of flefh, and buckling of the 
Joynts of the kingdomic of darknefs together, to become their on- 
lyrefuge. 
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co be one and the fame condition in Chrift, in the knieting rogee 

ther ot chat my tical body ot Chi ift 9 in tbe perfed fupply of every 
part unto a perfect man, and fo meke thar undefiled and all-(afff- 
cienc Son of God the only place of their refuge. 

The oath of man is framed by the wifdome of man, andis the 
very top and pinacle of bis prefermens and perteCtion. . 

And the oath of God is framed by the wifdome of God, being. 

the mafter-piece of his work, the beginning or head of his Crea- 
Crone * : 

The wifdome of God is his coun{ell held, or advice taken with 
fraile man, arguing from caufe to effect, and trom effet to caule, 
concluding both in one individual act and being; che refule pro- 
otrly {pringing out of divine nature which comprehends all - 
times , concluding man together with ic felfe in the fame condi-. 
tion, and that upon fuch unden yable principles, as cavy in them 
the bond of an oath of the moft higheft and moft eminent nae. 
cure, which che Apofile calls the oath cf interpofition, becaufe 
that inthis fate of Chrifthe comes between the blefling and the 
curfe, in fuch fort that nothing of true happineffe can poflibly 
paffe by, or transfufe ic felfe into the curfed condition; for the 
vertue and excellencies fpringing owt of divine nature, being the. 
glory of the engagement, all things tending to happinefferepayr 
thicher, and gather themfelves into one there, even asalllightis © 
gathered into the body of the Sun, and is ali the feale and fignet_ 
ofGod to confirm all true happinefle to take ics beginning and 
make its abode there for ever, being an immutable thing or word 
abundantly declared inall the heyrs of che promi€e, nee 
(Again, che wifdome of man is that countell held, and advice 
raken with the excellency of God , arguing from caufe to effe, 
and from eff & unto caufe, ever conclading a diftance in theone 
from the other,the refulc properly fpringing out out of mars na- 
ture end aptitude, which mouldech things in the precin&s of 

dime, and concluding God to be concerned in the ching, as bring 
thecaufe ofall caufe, and fo arguesa diftance’becween the caufe - 
and the effe&, God being before as the caufr, and his word afters. 
wards as an effe@ ; the divine nature in Chrift, before from erer= _ 
nity,the humane after in time : bue the Gofpel isa myftery , and 
fuch argument is naturall and humane, to make God eternall, 
an 
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and man in time : but the Gofpel ecérnizeth man in God » and 
makes God in time, in the {on ot man. 3 
2. This wifdome argues a diftance in place, of caufe and effca, 
as the vertue of our falvation isin Chrift as a caufe > being only 
_ facta perfon as lived in fuch an age of che world only , but the 
effe@ is in a Chriftian, being another ,’ which is’a meer huniane 
fpeculation, and/no myttery ofthe Gofpel. ° see Liege 

3. Again, it argues a diftance in point of eminency, arid prin- 
-«Cipalicy , as che caufebeing more principall, and the eff: lefle 
_ principall, as though the bitch and’ bringing forth of the Son of 
God in the royalcy of hie operations , were noc a “thing of like 
worth and dignity chat the cone: ption and fraiding of him is, 
according to that patiern of the law of the ipirit,{een only in the 
©’ Sothae this wifdome arifeih from , ‘and carryeth in it princi- 
_ ples undenyable to kcep a diftance and loof between God and 
- mnan, and therein the poine ot unbelief contifts, which is the flage 
of death, in which che fon of God is made a curfe in the men of 
_ the world, as. man is mad: a bicifing in the Son Of God in Chrift: 
and this alfo is an‘oath of ifiterpOlition’ y’for hereby the Son of 
_ God b. ing made a curfe for us, in: erpofeth himfelfe becween the 
_ cuife and the bleffcd ftate: So as noching bearing the nature ofa 
_ curfe, fin, death, or any unhappineffe can pafleby , or defufeie — 
|. felfinto that happy ftareand condition of Chrift; but all attra&te 

— At felfeunto that which hath fo vilified and made a nullicy of the 
_ Son of God: and this is an immutable word or thing, even the 
_ word and ftate of the curfe which abides for ever, which God ex- 
| plains and makes manifeftly to appear unto the heyrs Gf Promite, 
_ which ftand upon this ground of the impofhibitity of God, co lye 
jor taife'to remayn and be for ever, chat which once he is withour 
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of unbelief, that his glorious refurre&ion is not found in the 
men of the world from the beginning thereof unto this day , and 
isa principall produ&.of che Schools of humane Learning ; for — 
the more refined reafon is voyd of the fpirit of God, and theclo- — 
fer tyed to Grammar-rule, in conftruGting the word of God, the 
more are fuch fealed up in the word of the Curfe, fo that you 
{hall feldome fee a great Artift embrace che fimplicity of the Gof- 
pel in chat Croffe of Chrift.. ii Hits baa | as 
. And with re{pe& to the oath of man, Chrift faith in a word- 
_ forever to.be obferved, Sweare not at all; which our Apoftle ac- 
cords with in this place, faying, Above all things my bretbren fweare 
not, et Pe ees | ; . 
Note fron hence, that he which holds himfelfe under a grea- 
ter bond to utter truth, having taken the oath of men, then he 
is without the fame, who never Knew what the power and vercue 
oftheoathofGodis. . ss | 
And if the weightineffe of a caufe require an oath, and not re- | 
guired in a thing of Ieffe moment.then men hold the preaching 
of the word of God, either to be but a triviall thing ; or elfe why 
do they noc tender an.oath to.the Minifter when. he goeth about 
to fpeak shereof. Se era ! . 
Nore again, that as men holdebemfelves under.a greater bond 
have taken the oath of man, then they are withoutit ; evenfo | 
when they are invefted into offices and places thereby , they ac- — 
count and reckon of themfelves.as. being better, and of greater 
account and efteem then others of their brethren, the fonnes of 
men. | | 
_ To conclude this point, wide is the difference between the — 
oath of God andthe oath of man; theone forms and fetsin place _ 
and office the Son of God, the other forms and officiates the fon — 
of perdicion. Ae aithaad thasbett iat - 
. The one fweare the Lord liveth.in him, in truth, in judgement, — 
and in righteoufneffe, and onely glories therein, and the other 
{wears the Lord to be another thing, ftate, and condition befides. 
him(felfe ; che one fwears with Jacob, by the feare of his Father 
Zfaac, reverencing she ftate of, I/aacto beone with God as Abra- 
bam was, and the ocher {wears by the God of his Father Nabor the 
idolater, who ever worthips that which is acknowledged to yes | 


nother, and not himfclfe. c 
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The Saints are ever to {wear in the name & authority of God, 
but never to {wear by the oath of men; the world ever {wears in 
_ shename and authority of men, but never in that name and au- 

thority of the Son of God. 7 
_ 2. The weight of the charge therefore is to be confidered in 
thenext place in chefe words, above all things {wear not ; We con- 
cludethen, that it isa thing of greateft worth and weighe in 
Heaven orin earch, never to {wear by the oath of men, but to 
receive our authority and confirmation in all things by che wif- 
dome of God, and not by the wifdome of the world, for the 
one irvetts as a fonne into the Preifthood, and way of reconcili- 
ation of God and man; and che other aga {lave and vaffal of 
_ Satan fers in the ftace of death, cruelty and wrath, in the fepera- 
tion from God; therefore of greater weight and concernment 
then all chings befides. 

3- Coufider the cerme he gives them, my brethren; as if he 
fhould fay in more words, except yee be of my fraternity; chae 
is, of the proper off (pring and broiherhood of the Son.of God 
(ft fo of bis ficfo, and bone of bis bone ) ye will never yeeld over 

your ie.v:s unto this inhibicion,nor oblerve this charge given by 
God, for none but the off- {pring of Gud wil difingage chemfelveg 
_ from the language of this worid framed and contrived according 
to the reafonings thereof, in che wi{dome of man, no more then 
there is any to be found but the feed of the Serpent that will dif- 
ingage, dis} -yne, and diflocate themfelves from she language and 
oracle of God, contrived and uttered by chat wifdome of God in 
Chrift ; prove your felves therefore by chis, whether you be che. 
brethren of Chiff, belorging to one and the fame Father, poffef- 
 fors of the fameinheritance, for ocherwife no heirthip of heaven, 
no fhare in the tender compaffions of a father, no virtue nor grace 
of the {piric, no crown of life laid up, onely for them that waite 
- for,and love the reality of Chrifts appearing, in the vanifhing 
_ and not appearing of all corruptible things at the brightneffe of 
_ his glory alone, in what thing, relation, or a& foever they 
may teem toftandin, uncous, foas not tobe engaged unto 
> any of them ; for explanation whereof he gives an inftance 
_ what weare not to fweare by ; firft particularly, and chen univer- 
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4. And firft, we are not to fwear by heaven : By Heaven, or 
height, as che word imports in this place, is meant Principalitics, 
powers, dominions, the ralers of che darkneffe of this world, 
which the Apoftle files {piricuall wickednefle, or wicked {pirits. 
in high, or in heavenly places, {uch as are eminent and glorious 
in the eyes of men; according to the judgement of humane wif- 
dome ; now the Saints of G.d are not to {wear by any of thefes 
for however the oath of man {wears by the greater, yet the oath 
of God which is onely upon the Saints of [frael cannot be bya 
greater then himfelfe, fo that he is not engaged to any of thefe, 
buc all are fubfervantunto him, and heis above themall, for be 
is King of Kings, aud Lord of Lords, a8 it is wiitten upon his vefture, 
and upon his thigh or loines, as in his ftrengch and ornaments of | 
his power and authority it doth eppear, therefore Chrift gives 
the reafon why we are not to {wear by Heaven, becaufe faith he, 
ic is the throne of God : Now the throne is at the fervice of him 
who fics thereon, and not he to be engaged to the throne: fo that 
the Principallicies and powers of worldly Governments, are the, 
very thrones or chariots, wherein the Son of God fits for the ex- ’ 
cecution of his wrath on the world, and they all fland ingaged to 
be at his fervice, as that proper matter, and inftrument, wherein 
the wrath of the Sonis kindled, and excecured. | 

_ For there is a throne whereon Chrift fits to rule with a rod or’ 
{cepter of Iron, wherewith he breaks to peeces asthe (heards ofa. 
potters vcflel, as well as there is a great white throne, that from 
the prefence ofhim that fits thereon, this heaven and earth which 
are not to be fworne by, do fly away, and no place for them (in 
that dominion) is to be found. > shite ‘ 

For Afbur is ibe red or {cepter of bis anger, and the ftaff in their band’ 
is bus indignation ; unto chefe high places the Saint of Ifrael is not 
to be ingaged, for they aréall fubfervanc unto him 3; and thence 
ic is that Nebuchadnezzar that great King performed that peece of 
fervicecto Daniels friends, for the deftru&ion of fuch as were his 
immediate aGors therein, for the manifeftation of a miraculous 
deliverance through the appearance of the Son of God in his 
powerfull prefence wich his people, when as they would not 

{wear , or beingaged tothe authority and power of that high 
place, or great King ; the like wag in Pharaoh, whofe wrath Mofes — 

fear ed, sn 
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feared, not becaufe he faw him who is unfeeable ; and in Herod 
whom Chrift looked upon asa Fox fitter co betake himfeitc co 
the holes of the earth in his carnall power and policy, then co 
hinder him in thac worke the wifedome of the father of ligh s 
had preicribed him ; in the doing of which work he denics his 
mother to have any intereft in him, in that way of the earth, fay- 
ing, Womsn, what bave Ite do with thee, my boure is not yet come ; 
_thatis, my timeis not to come under any carnall command, 
or authority whatfoever. 

Note in this point how contrary the praGice of the common 
miniftry of the world is, in feeking to be ingaged unto earthly 
power, as to fit under chat fhadow and proteGion, as their onely 
defence, having confidence therein, as though there were no o- 
ther fafety.; fo that if they can but ftand (wich acceptation) by 
the elbow of a great man, and watch fora nod, ora beck, to fig- 
nifie’a permiffion to give thankes, pray, or to preach, they counc 
it their cheif honour and hapinefle, and cake it for.a proper in- 
{piration of che {pirit untothem, and fo icis of thae fpiric where- 
by they are led. 

2. The fecond particular by which we are not to {wear, is the 
earth; Neither by the earth : The word tranflated (earth ) fig- 
nifies a bafedegenerate ftock, fuch as in the judgment of man are 
as perfons illegitimate, not being borne or brought forth unto 
the excellency, and defired privliedge of the Sons of menin, and 
of the world. : | | 

- ‘Thefe we are not to be ingaged unto, or to fwear by, whether 
in refpect of che ftace and condition of perfons, or of any thing 
bafein the worlds account; the Saint of Ifrael is not to be taken 
4s bound over, or ingaged unto thefe things, as for their defenoe, 
government, fupply, reliefe, releafe, or redemption and delive- 
rancein any refpec , fo as to berequired, and Jaid claime unto 
by the world, :as their right dae, or asa debt from his hands, no 
more then Satan can lay claym unto any thing thatis in Chrifts 
for the Son ie free from paying tribute unto the world in a:] the. 
children of the kingdome, onely as time, place, nece ffity, occafi- 
on, conveniency, and expediency gives and frames a fitneffe and 
opportunity thereunto; fo do the Saints a&, or refraine from 
aing in all things which the fpirit of she worldingageth ic felf 
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‘anto, as being bound and yet moft free 5 that is, they are all firm. 
ly bound overin themfelves for che liberty and propagating of . 
the Goipel of God, and they are free likewife from whacfoever is. 
ougof that ftace and condition of the Sonne of God, from yeil- 
ding any tribute, or being any way fo ingaged, as that it thould — 
make any crue challenge, or lay any claymor title unto them, 
no more then chat rich man could lay claym tothe fervice of 
Lazarus {0 muchas to bring him onedrop of water to cool his. 
tounge. a ee . 
Chrift renders a reafon why we are not to {wear by che earth, 
namely, becaufeicis Gods footfool; fothe enemies of Chriff 
are faid tobe made his foorftool, by the Pialmift; for as che 
powers of the world are as the throne for the exe:cife of Gods 
di(pleafure, fo in the exercife and execution thereof, they are 
troden duwn under his feete, as fach as are of bafe condition and 
off-ipring whereon his feet are fet, as being vi&tour and congue- 
ror of tnem for ever, therefore the promife is, Thou (balt tread upora 
the Lyon, and the adder, the young Lyon and the Dragon fhalt thou traur- 
ple under feet. 4 
3. In che chird place, che prohibition is of uuiverfall extent, 
comprehending all things contained in this heaven and earth ag 
is de(cribed, in which heaven che aGions, relations, and confticu- 
tions are multiplied, as the heavenly bodies in the vifible hea- 
vens are,in their corftitutions, motions,operations,and re{pee, 
which are innumerable. | : 
The things of the earth alfo, in their feverall forms, kinds and 


Virtues are all comprehended in thefe words, Neither by any o= 


ther oath ; the worid therefore in its exalted and troden upon 
eftaces and conditions, are as full of variety in the one and in che- 
other, and with refpe& toeach other, as che heavens and che 
earth are, which are here elegantly alluded unto, and yer true 
Chriftianity is tree from being ingaged co any thing ( ir felfe one 
ly excepted) noc confifting of any nor of all chem ;tor the Son of 
God not having agreater {wears by himfelfe, and is ingaged to 
man: befides, the {piric and life of true religion is ingaged to 
nothing but ic felfe, and unto thas upon oach wherever it ap- 
pears. : | 
And pure religion and undefiled before God and the Fatber, is to vifite 
| , . the 


| furry re 


the fatberleffe and the widow ( according to their neceffities ) and to keep 


our felves unjpotted of the world ; chatir, ic gives outit felfe and 
yeelds fufficient fepply onely co the facherleffe » namely to fuch 
as are cutcf from that race and ftock of the men of the world, 
and fo are without father, as Melchizedech is, and ever was, and 
wili be, and in that refpe& the Prophet faith, For with thee the fa- 
therleffe they finde mercy, who are not propagated, and borne of 
Ref, nor of blood, nor of the will of man, but of God, for that which 
| H borne of ihe flefh is flefo, but that which is borne of the fpirit is. 
 fpirit. - | . 
The ftate of the widdow alfo religion fupplics and is ingaged 
unto as toit felfe, whofe covenant and contra& with the things 
of this life is broken, and aliogether diffolved, and made voyd, 
who are come to that age and gravity of the Gofpel, as of three 
{core years and paft, thac is paft bringing forth according co the 
wifdome of the flefh, who are fuch widows that bring forthin 
that kind, as the Apoftle faith, wax wanton and will mary y; that is, 
enter into contract and ingagements with the things of the. 
world through their divorce from Chrift ; Religion is in no fort 
obliged unto fuch, but onely to the modefty and gravity of che 
- former. | 
_ And therefore it is faid, to keep it felf unfpotted of the world, 
it makes it felfe immaculate and undefiled, by che eftranging of ic 
felfe from the proper operation of that fpiric of the world in all 
things ; for ic neither eates nor drinks, marries,nor yet gives im 
Marriage upon the fame grounds and principles which the men 
of the world do, in fo-much that Chriftianicy is that Virgin-like 
Efpoufall which conceives and brings forth by that fpirit of pu- 
rity not found elfewhere but oncly in is felfe, which the worid 
“ftumbles at more then Jo feph did at Mary,before God refolved his 
doubr, when he concluded to put her away, and co have no fel- 
lowthip whith her, which all the worldnot taught of God pro- 
ceed unto, concerning the Saints of God, as ingaged thereunto 
by that fpiris of uncleaneffe, whereupon cur Apoitle brings 
in the next poine 
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But let your yea be yea, and your nay nay. : 


& ‘That is, whatfoever you acknowledge your felves to be inge- 
= ged unto affirming it to be yea, let that ingagemenc be acknow- 
ledged to be alwayes, and in all things the fame without denyall 
thereof in any thing whereinfoever it may be concerned : as for 
inftance ; if ever you were ingaged co God & nothing clfe,as men 
for the aicf part acknowledge traditionally they were in the 
creation of the firft man Adam ; or if you acknowledge that here= 
after you fhall be ingaged onely to him and no other if you can- 
not make this yea; that is, to be always the fame withouc any 
negation at all, ic is not che confeflion of faith, no true profeffion 
of Jeius Chrifl, ya it muft be concluded upon, and acknowledge 
both in the preter,prefent, and tuture tence, or eLf< it 18 not pure 
religion and undifild before God even the Bacher becatteas 
therwile itis not che ingagement of the Sonof Godin whom 
alone all purity doth contift; tor ifany thing, ac any time, or 
time it {elfe, for one moment, inter pofe becween God and man, 
betereen the Father and the Son, icis not that unity ond faith of 
the Son of God who never admits of any time, or any thing to 
interpofe becween the Father and himfelfe, in chat (ubfiting uni- 
ty of his. 
a. This exhortation is laid down in way of negation, let your 
nay be nay ; that is, ifever you finde a tine wherein you deny 
your felfe to be ingaged to Satan, either in your creation, or in 
Gods determination, or if ever you expec atime, or way, and 
means wherein and whereby you fhall be difingaged unto htm, 
and thac fully and perfeGtly, then fet your nay be may; thavis, 
let it be refolved upon that you were nver ingaged unio him, ~ 
neither are,nor ever fhall be at no cime, Nor in any refpedt, elfe ig 
is not that difmgagement of the Sonne of God ; for Satan never 
came to finde any thing in him, bearing the leaft rin&ure of his 
nature, or that held any correfpondency with that evill one in 
any refpe. ; gy ai ook 
But | cannot but wonder many times, when I think ofthat 
rofeffion of Chrift which is made inthe world, whichforthe 
moft part is of fuch things as themfelvas cannot but acknow- 
ledge 


iy, : 
: = x 
 <t e 


a ” , 


ledg were never found in Chrift, as ignorance, pride, errour,ab- 
fence from Gud, felte-love, enmity, difobedience, unbelief, and 
the like, at che leaft the relicks and remaynders of chefe to refide 


- inthe ftate of Chriftianity , not Knowing that chefe things are to 


be confefled , upon that condition wherein the Sonne of God is 
transformed by the worldunto, and in ic felfe another ching 
then by nature he is, in which confrflion there is the vertue of 
granfmifiion of all (in and unrighteoutneffe into its proper place, 
even as in the acknowledgment of the righteou {nelle of God, itis 
co be tranfinicted ino the ftace and condition of Chrift, or el& ic 
is nocan acknowledgment and confeffion of faich. 

And (0 fin is confeffed upon the head of the Scape-goat to be 
carryéed into the wildernetle which is defolate and wayleffe unto 
the people of God : neicher ishe nor it that is the goate, nor the 
fin in thac true ref{pe@ found in I/rael any more, and {o fin is (et 


on its probafe and place of its perpetual! aboad nor only in time 


co come, but paft alfo 5 thar is, in Babylon, in the land of Shyner, 
the place of confufisn ; wherein note,rbac.che ftri€teft order com. 


_ pofed by the wifdome of man ( which is in trath and fubttance 


confonant to the leccer of che Scripture ) men being tyed there- 


_ufiro as a rule to walk by, is that proper confufion of Babell unto 


a Chriflian unity, becaufe ic makes man the fore-runner, and not 
the Lord Chrift, who only enters within the vale, where the true 
oracle ig uttered even as it is true, that when the will of God ac 
cording to the law of the fpiric, is the moft diftin@ly made ma-- 
nifeft, ic appears to be the only confufion in a carnall mind, be- 
caufeitlayes waft thofe proper principles whereby it adorns ie 
{lf with all ics ornaments. : 

- Nore here, how neceflary it is for mans wifdome to moderate 
ie (elle in che making of Lewes, and binding men under penalcies 
€o take chem as rules for all co walk by, 

And here we propound a queftion’, whether one La‘v of God 
be nor of like weight as another ? for char diftin@ion of the firft 


Table being more eminent then che fecond, is meerly humane ; 


for doth not Chrif center borh in ewocommands, and affirms 
thearto be of like weight: and che Apoftles bring all inco one, 
faying, lowe fulfils’ the whole law: Sothat the cwo Tablesdo 
each unco us the unity of God and man, and that both a-cor- 
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ding to the Jetter of che Law, and alfo of thefpiric, and therefore 

the Law is broken by Mofes at the foot of the Mount, asconfide- 

red in the Levicica!] Prieti-hood, exercifed in the Rebels in che 
wildernefie, and che Law is preferved and kept by Mojes in the 

Arkeunto this day as the Scriptureaffims, asicisexercifedin — 
that way ofthe Spirit, in Fofbuab or Jefus, who leads into the 

Jand as that Captain of our falvation. 

But however the queltion flands concerning ftri@tneffe of Law. 
in two commands of the fecond Table, which are of the fame 
weight and importance to every Chriftian, the oneas the other, 

| and thacis:he not killing , but prefervation of life, and the nct 
committing of adultery in the prefervation of chaftity. ec 

Is there not then alike care to be had, and provifion made for. - 
the prefervation of life, mm refpe& of its exiftance and being, as 
there is to preferve chaitity , chat fo man may appear in honour 
and temperancy. , | : 

If chere be a like care to be had in both, chen I demand how 
it comes co pafle, that men make alaw to execute death upon 
that faG@ of adulcery, which reacheth unto the very Embryon, and 
unfoimed fubfance of manin the womb, that fo they may pre- 
vent a Baftard-like brood, and that impure and Mcontinent com | 
verfationof menintheworld. ; | 

Why are they not alike carefull to ordaine andexecute a law 
upon men, in cafe man and wife know each other , when there is 
no poffibiliey of conception, whereby che life of man feems to be 
deftroyed.and cut off, as confidered in the very fame capacity and 
principles, and fo upon the like ground murder committed. 

- This cafe may feem to be the very point of Chrifls argumeng 
brought forth by his pra@ice againft the Scribes and Pharifees, 
who ftood fo ftci€ly upon the letter of Mofes writing, when they 
brought that woman taken in adultery unto him. ; who in pre- 
tending the fulfilmenc of che Law, out ofa malicious {piric feeke - 
to enfnare the Son of God, .to kill him, and put him to death, 
which murchering litterall (pirit of theirs he convidts them of, 
and acquits che woman, in chat dowble a& of his, in writing on 
theearth, having refpe& unto the writing of the two Tables of 
ftone, fignifying unto them shat killing letter bearing {way in 
themfelver, whereby they foughc co take away his life, nari ‘ 
then 


then the womans > by putting the force and dignity of the Law 


to ftand in carnali and flcthly obfervance , and foconviGed them 


in his firft writing upon the earth, as having broken the §, aw, as 
Mojes did the firft Table; and therein their confeiences accufe 
them as guilty of murder, and {6 they abfen: themfelves from 
Chrif. Ms 3 
And in his fecond writing onthe earth > hee fignifics thac law 
. Of the fpirit, which is for ever kept and peeferved in him felfe, 
wherein is found no condemnation » but an acquittance from all 
fin and unrighceouineffe, and therefore the woman efcapes with. 
out condemnation, when none bu Chrift, according to that law 
appears Withher, te | 

A Commentary might be writ of this point, bue thus much 
only as clofely as may bein way of cautiun , to prevent men in 
their fo confident proiccutions > formed from the fetter of the 

Scripture, as they picce-meale it out of che wildome of man, le@ 
it prove no better in conclusion then the Wifdome of che Serpent; 
thac whi' ft chey entice to the eating Of the fruit of one tree, bee 
cauie of the fairneffe and benef of it, they do not corrupt and 
deftroy another in chemf{e!ves in fo doing, before they be well a= 
ware of it. 

For if fuch mens wifdome and wills had taken plase in the 
dayes of Fuda ind Thamar, they would have made abreach inthe 
Geneolepy of Chrift : And if ihey fay they would have topped. 
ex:cution till the children had been born » then they would noe 
have flocd co the plory of she Law 3 which after it be truly difcers 
ned, flands in feleritas inexequendo, 

Wee are then to attend - he mind of the frist of God in this; 
namely that our yea be yea, and our "dy, NAY, Ws ein che {cope of 
the Scriprures do confilt,being the trare ot mare nd with vefpe& 
unto God, which is in one a@ and for cy ry #09 Notin the rela 
tion of any one Creature or Cre. tures,¥ib re oe@ unto orhers s 
that ig, to any meer creature Or Creattireg 9 hich may now he 

yea. it is, and immediately nay, it # not: but in Chrifticis nor {Os 
who is the end of all law, the tcope ot all relatione, and the yery 
end which all operatione drive at, & prefie unto. ashe is crucified 
according to the ficth, orelfe accord ng to thes icits in which 
re{pce&, yea remayns Jed, and ndy remayne nay, bot ia the wey a 
: | Q2 hrift, 
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Chrift, and in the way of Ancichrift : So that he chat tcacheth a. 

nother thing to be che intent.and meaning of the word of God, 

what ever ic is chat may one time be, and acorher time not be in- 
the fume flare & condition of men-kind confidered, that 1s a do+ 
&rine undér che fate of condemnation: Theriore he backe it with 

this argument, Left you fail into condemnation, The wo.d tranfliced. 
Left, is not {poken as a fuppotition, buc as an abfolute affirmati- 

on, You are fallen into condemnation : Ag in the Peopheiie of Ifaiab, 

the words of Rabfbekab are, Left Hezekiah deceive you: For whicts 

in the book of Kags is written, Hezekiah deceived you. Soalfo 

whereove Evangeltit faith, Left the people faint in tbe way. Ax0- 

ther rehearfing che fame ftory, faich, The people will faint in the 

way, as2 certain conclufion thereof ; and fo jx is here, éf your 

yea be not yea, and your may, nay, you are not fallen into condemnati~ 

on; theretore Chrift affi.ms, that whatfoever is more ( of the very 

fame point ) is of that evill one, that is, ef the Devill. 

We areto know then, that fuch Dodtrine as ceacheth, chat ic. 
was yea, that certain Angels, and alfo man were madein happy 
eftate and condition, bur afterwards ic was nay, for the fame 
face and condition became evil. Ic was yea, that Chrift dyed, and 
afcerwarde ic was nay, he lived againin che fame refpe& that hee 
_ is fayd to be dead, according co the fcope of the Scriptures : Al- 
fo that it is yea, the Saints of God are fisners 5 but hereafter it 
fhal! be nay, for they fhall bave nay fin ; in the fame refpeQ confi- 
dered further, it is:or was yea; that the worlhip of God is or was 
tyed to fuch a form, zccording to the intent of Scripture, bu: it 
is or (hall be nay ; ic either isnot now, or hereafter fhall not be 
tyed to fuch a form as ichath been, or now is., according to the 
intent of Scripture. | : 

Do@rine of this nature is more then to lee yea be yea, and nay 
be nay, for it nakes the fame thing to be borh yea and nay, which 
the Apoftle affirms to be the word of God , Bot but it is yea and A- 
men, the fame for ever in.the word of Blefling, a8 alfo in the word 
of the Curfe. 

This do&rine then is thar way of the fall, and defe&ion from 
God brings men under the ftate of death and condemnation, as 
here our Apoftle affirms,and hath not falvation and life by Chrift 
contained in It. | 


— aa 


| Weare not igdorant of che manifo!d obj:ions which may a7 
rife in mens hearts, backed by carnall Miniftry in way tee 
| wifdome, drawn from the lecter of the Scripture, which we have 
> not ceafed to {peake unto as che Scriptures have given us 0C- 
cafion. ; | 
; Wee fhall here propound two, and {peak ‘a word to each of 
them, 
Firft, the fall of man, which 28 it is carnallized fecms to inter- ie 
_ pofe fin becween God and the ele&@ for atime. 
Secondly , the confeflions of the Saints of God of a miferable 
 condicion for prefenc. 
To the fii ft we anfwer, that there is a miferable defeGion from 
God, and alfo a happy gathering up into unity with God , both a 
with refpe& unto man- kind, and no other creature whatfoever 
in heaven or inearth : And as for that Doétrine of Angelsin that 
acceptation the world takes them, it is a meer fiction brought 
forth by humane wifdome,brooding upon the Jetter of the Scrip- 
tres 5 for chere is no ele& Angell which confifts not of the fame 
nature which the Angell of the Covenant doth, which is Chrift 
Jefur, God and man, in one fubfiftance and being. | 
And again, if there was a fin in the fall of Angels before the 
fin and fall of man, how could the Apoftle confefle himfelfe in 
that faithful! faying, worthy of all acceptation (or to be embra- 
ced of all che Saints fo as to acknowledg the fame ) That Chrift 
Fe {us came into the world to fave finners , of whom Tam chiefe ; or as 
che word is, Iam the firft : So that if there be a fin before the fia of 
man, how can man be fayd to bethe Grft finner; this do&rine 
‘therfore makes voyd the crath of the Scriptures in every founda- 
_ “tion thereof. 
We grant then that there is an abfolute and reall change both 
| inthe Son of God, and the fon of perdition , but what change is 
Strom that fi ft a& of the manner of the being of each of them once 
and for ever, wichout other muration or cnange otherwile ; 
| That isto fay, 15 the Son of God ; the wifdome proper unto a 
creature is in che firft a& and manner of his being changed and 
| > the wifdome and principles peculiar to God 


transformed int Go 
himfelfe; and this eftace is, and abides the (ame for ever whichis 


Chrift che feed of che woman. 


L Again, 
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Again, in the fon of perdition, the wifdome of Godis changed 
and transformed into the wifdome and principles peculiar toa 
creatare, and that in the very ficft a& and manner of his being ; 
and chis eftace is, and abides tor ever the fame, and ig Aatichrift 
chat feed of the Serpent’, yea that very Serpent the Devill hia- 
felfe. 3 . | 

Even as Chrift is not only that feed of the woman, but alfo 
that fpirit which over-fhadowerh her, even God himfelfe. ~~ 

Furthermore, the word of God never exprefled it felfe, but asa 
word of wifdome s theretore 1: is {ai4 by the Pfalmift, O Lord bow 
mansfold are thy workes, in wifdome baft thon made them ail. So fayth 
Solimon, Lhe Lord by wijdome layd the foundation oftbeearth. And 
the Apoftic fayth, Corift the wa/dome of God, and the power of God, 
Theretore out of hus chere is no wifdome, fo chat there is no 
expreflion of the word of God, or any exiftance of the work of 
Gud, bur with reipr& uato Chritt. theretuce che firt words and 
Workes man'feft-d by God in che Scriprures is che preaching uf 

~Chaft, which is che glad tydings of faivation » the Go{pel uf 
God, which was never Known, nor ever thal) be, bur in the dearth 
ang ce. rection of Chrift, and thar through the tender of bim in 
wooin the day /prings from en high to viftte us. So thacin the framing 
of heaven and carth in the beginning , this mercy-feate is ereted, 
whereon thofe two Cherubime do ftind, the death and re(yrres, 
&ion of che Son of God, ard from this mercy-teate > and from 
becween thefe two Cherubims the word of God isever utrered, > 

nd did never in any ocher way expreffe ie (lfein the world, 

Thergfore the life and refurreétion of the Son of God in his 
Saints, and his death and defcention in men of the world > do 
f ceeach other, as holding proportion, and being of like capaci- 
City, even thofe cwo Cherubs of mercy and Juiftice diftriputed 
in Kingly authority, where ever the mercy-teate is {et up in the 
publication of (he Gofpel ; and chis life and death holds propore 
tion in poyne of rime fo as never life nor death were ever before, 
or fhall be after them. 

The do@rine therefore of Angels and manin a ftate ofinna- 
cency, and yet out of Chrift, being changed from that which 
they were from the beginning, is no doGrine favouring of Chrift 
in the Gofpel, nor word of lite and falvation. But only as thofe 


fayinge 


fayings of old of the Scribes & Pharifcez, which our Lord Chrif 
fo carefully corre&teth , as fuch as wese corrupters of the Law, 
walking according to the oldneffe of the letter , and not in the 
newneffe of the fpirit, for argaments of that nature are not con- 
fiftant with the doétrine of the Gofpel, and faith of Chritt Jefus. 
Por to affirm that manis fometines in Chrift, and (omerimes 
out of Chrift in the fame individual], is ail one to afi-m > that 
the Sonne of God is iometimes in favour with the Father 5 and 
fometimes out of favour with him ; which is no leffe then to fay, 
that fomerimes Chrift the Saviour of the World is erve God, and 
fomerimes he is no God, and then no Saviour at that time at all. 
And note’ here for che conclufion of this point, that the do- 
_- Grine of the Gofpel is nor yea and nay, bur yea and Amen, once and 
| forever.. That the Son of God never was, nor is confiderable, 
knowable, or fpeakable, but in che compleatneffe of his my ftcall 
body ;in the contriving and device whereof, the wifdome of God 
doth properly, yea folely confit, for all other things point as 
‘with the finger chereunto:So ehac to deprive Chrift of thas work- 
man{hip at any tine, firft or laft, is to deprive God, only and in- 
finitely wife, of that his wi{dome, then the which greater Sacri- 
dedge cannot be, What change therefore may be concluded io ap- 
pertain and belong unto the Son of God, the fame alfo belongs 
unto the Saints of God, and that is once for ever. 
__ Por aa there is but one death of Chrift, fo there is bue one 
change as one eternal a& : and as death is confiderable in a two- 
fold refpe@, fo is the change, and are of the fame rife in point of 
time pzft, and of ihe fame race or duration for time to come. 
_ No marvaile therefore though men cannog calculate the 
_ Gime when Angels (according to their Do@rine ) were created, 
| phan the Devil! ( as they form him ) took his beginning and 
rife. 

Buta word of the next point obj: Ged sgainft this eternal Gof 
pel which that Angell that flyes through the midft of heaven preacheth, 
_ being at a like diftance frora every parcofit, all chings being be- 
_ yond comprchenfion, and heis alikeneare unto all, for the midft 
_ Of heaveen is che center of che world, where al! points of the hea- 
- Yens meet and unite chemfelves in one. 

_ And chis fecond Objegion confifts in the Confeflions of the 
; j . alnts 
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Saints of God, and isa confirmation of the poynt. for which | 
we will inftance in one forall, and thaz is the A poftie Paslwhois 
frid co be fi fa Saud, and afterwards a Pant; who firitl breathed out 
- fluughters againft the Saints, and afcerwards payers, Bebsld be prays; 
*: once fayd to be the chiefe of finners , and ageine mot inferiour tothe 
= chiefelt Apoftie of Chrift : once perfecuter of the Church, and after- 
waids a Preacher of righteou/neffe in the conflétution of the Church : 
onc: a blajphemer, and afverwards utters tbe bigh prayfes 0} Godz 
once engaged co the high Prieft of that carnall and degenerate Sy- 
nagcgue of the Jewes, by lecters received co execute their enmity 
on all that call on the name of Fefus ; and afccerwerds ‘o engaged to 
the Saints of God, as to be facrificed, or poured out as adrinke-offering 
upon the fervice of their faith, 
Yo which weaniwer 3 That whatfo:ver is {aid of this boly Apoftle 
in point of evill with relpra unto that vitious and deprav’d nature ef man, - 
it is fpoken of bim only as perfonated in that corrupt cour fe and condicion 
of the carnall Few Jo % to declare and {et ext unto all the world that 
ftock and race of which by nature be comes, even as all men pring out of | 
the duff , which is the proper meate of the Serpent wherewith be is nou- 
rifbed and kept alive according tthe fi-(b, and according to the proper bent 
and propencity thereof brings forth nothing but enmity , corruption, and 
fubtilty. 
For ir is duft and Gods image which are the materials of mans. 
being in his Creation; for there is the feed of mans witdme asa 
creature, as well as the feed of Gods wiidome as a Creator, 
which cwayn are mayntained for every or elfe Gods workman= ~ 
{hip thould faile and come to nought ; butitis co abide in bork 
refpe&ts, and that in the height and eminency of eactrof them, 
which could never be in one and the fame fubje& undivided, for 
they are inconffant 5 therefore man-kind cannot be known but 
with refpe& unto feed and generation : and fo thefe are both 
found in their height in Caine and Searh, who is fetin Abels ftead, 
and in them the whole work 18 broughz to light, which before 
lay but asin the Chaos or Embryoa in the man and the woman, 
fo that neither 13 to be annihilated : No man fball kill Gaine, a mark 
is fec on him by God, as a feale ro confirm his lifeto che fiefh, rhe 
very prints and charaéters of hamane wifdome rurningic felfe 
(as feale tothe wax ) co the word or wifdome of God: So that 
| as. 
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as the Sun which hath dominion of the day,and the Moon having 
dominion of the night, fhall never faile, but are thofe faichfull 
_ ~wisneffes ofheaven : fo the fight of Gods wifdome bearing rule in 
__ the day of falvation : and the wifdome of man as that other great 
light ruling in darkneffe over all thofe Lucubrations of the men 
of the world, are thofe faithfull witneffes of Gods mercy and {e- 
verity for ever. 

Paul therefore fets forth himfelfe ; that is, what he andall men 
are with refpe& unto that wifdome exercifed in that legall, and 
literall worfhip of fach as put Chrift to death » namely the car- 
nal Jew; thereby declaring unto all men from whence, and from 
what ehe word of life hath refcucd and delivered him, in whom 
the flate of all the Saints is perfonated and involved » for the 
word of God is not of that narrow {cancling and capacity as te 
center it felte only in one particular man, but ic takes in al] men 
that belongs unto that proper inheritance which it intends in ite 
expreffions. 

_ The fcope of the Scripture then in Pau! asin all other of the 
_ Sainis, isto preach Chrift, and centers not in any particular 
“man otherwife, and fo declares from what heis changed, as he 
is man to be made the holy one of God for ever: Not that Pant 
Was in any time of his life of thas corrupt and carnal fpirit of che 
_ wicked Jew; for bla(phemy againft the {pirit of God fhall never 
_ be forgiven: Alfohe faith of himfelfe , that he was called and 
| fan&ified from the womb, and that hee faw Chriftas one borne 
_ out of due time, or as an abortive ; that is, he reckons himfelfe in 
_ the wifdome of God (which gives him his being , and makes him 
tobe that which he is) as one born out of time 3 that is, before 
_ alltime, for no time can comprehend that ; and as one that Re- 
_ ver faw the Sun, that is, the glory of the Creature, to place an 
_excellency therein, bat only in that light which thined round 
_ abouc him in the way to Damajcus, 
___ Sothat we may not give thefe execrable things any keing, or 
_ time,or abode in che Apoftle of Chrift, no more t! e1 we can give 
_ Unco him ro be a fervanc of fin at thac time when he fairh, So then 
_inmy mind I my felfe ferve the law of God , but in my fl-(b the law of 
_ finne, which things areinconiftant in one individual! fubje&. 
_— For the word of God is an eternall word, and expreffech not 
R ig 


se felfe but wich refpe& unto an eternall a& ; itis nota tranfient 
and momentany thing,when it faith of Chrift, Iam a worm and no 
man, anobjed, a {corn, a bubble, a vapsur, a vanity, a nothing 5 to be in 
the belly of bell, and in the heart of the earth, to be (hut up, and cannot get 
out; Thetechings are not momentapy expreflione, and cranfient 
acts, for the word and work of God is no fuch thing according 
co the true and reall intenc and operation thereof : Buc they are 
reall manifeftations and declarations of what the world hath ie- 
ally made of the word and wiidome of Gad in chemfclves. 
And fo are chefe expreffions of Paul crue manifeftations, what 
_ the condition of a carnall Jew is, and bow they deal with Chrift 
the wifdome of God, and ever will do in whomfoever he ap-— 
pears 3 from which fpirit that gloricus change wrought, once 
and for ever in Chrift, bach freed all the Saints, and fet. them in 
‘the liberty of che Son of God, which o:her wife are no better, bus 
by nature the fame wich others. ae | 
So that it is not creation of man in being made one with God, 
wherein bleffedneffe doth. properly coniif ; buc ic is chat genera- 
tive ver tue of the immorcall feed, bringing forth unto God, to- 
gether with that a& of conjun@ion , whereunco truc bleffedneffe 
is annexed; therefore Chriftis truly fayd to be made, and alfoto 
be begotten. ; 
For out of that a& of Creation in the unity of God and man, 
not only the wifdome of God makes it felfe manifcftin giving 
form unto Chrift che feed of the woman , but alfo chat wifdome 
of the creature, namely of man, which gives form tothe Serpent, _ 
who was more wife then any beaft of the field which the Lord Godhad 
made: And thatis the feed of the Serpent fo brought forth, that 
is, in confulting with the wifdome of God from humane prin- 
ciplee. | 
This is a faichfull faying then of Paul, and worthy to be em- 
braced ofall men, fo asto utter che fame language, That Chrift 
Fe fus came into the world to fave finners, of whom I am chiefe : For he — 
that cannot acknowledge himfelfe to be che firft or chiefe of fin 
ners, thatis to fay, in his grand Anc«ftor being made one in that 
a& of Creation, as he comes of the earth, and fo in that way of — 
the unbeliever is the firft pervercer of che Word of God to deftru- — 
| @ion, chough in himfelfe in his proper fubfiftance in che way of © 
he 


the generation of the Son of God, hee is once and forever freed 
thercfrom, in that deliverance made by Chrift: fo that itis none 
of his inheritance or portion, otherwife no man can ever ace 
knowledg himfelfe to be bleft and poflefled wich the firft and chief 
righteguineffe chat ever was, namely that righteoufnefle of God 
in Jefus Chrift, nor know himfelfe to bea firft-borp of God pik 
heyr of the promife, and an inhericance of Jife that lafts for ever. 
And fo we come to the fourth part of the Chapter, contayning 
that fruicfulland wholfome benefit, which {pring from the death 
of Chriftin all crue Chriftians, the fi: whereof is layd downe in 
the next verfe. 


Verf. 13. Is any among you afflicted, let bin pray 5 is any merry, 
let him fing. 


: V Herein we are to obferve a two-fold propofition , layd 
V down interrogatively, together wich a two-fold anfwer | 
given thereunto, hae 
The-firlt whereof is this 5 Hol si Thal ceed ¥ ticle : 
Is any among you affliéted, let bim pray. 5 
By affliGtion in this place is meant diminithing or weakning, a 
the word imports, and fo Pharaoh affliGed Ifraelin Agypt, to 
_ weaken and diminith them , left they fhould grow in multitude, 
and fo wax coo ftrong for him and hit people: but God makes 
ule of that his dealing wich them, coincreafe and multiply chem 
exccedingly; for shat which weakens men in the'worlds account; 
proves chrough Gods device to be the firength and power of the 
Sain:s of Gad..,., | Penh ea: Ig MAE WOES CATS SSR y 
heretore our Apoftle puts.us upon this gucttion. $3 Is. any among. » 
you afiidied ? Being that he had told chem of what.natacephedeath »7 
of she Son of God is in the godly, namely to bereaveand difpoil . 
them of all che tirengthy glory, excellency, and goedlincfle of. 
| man, fo.asit becomes as the withered erafle, or. decayed flower.- 
ofthe fild, when the fpicic of the Lord, breaths suponsits yeas 
| though they be weaknec and diminilhed in all fach,re Speke; {0,as 
they havenothing of chat natureto truft or. betake chemfelyes 
ante, which can ftandchemin any ftead, ia _ 
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Asif hee thould fay, hath che Gofpel and word of the King- 
dome made fpoy] and prize of all things among you, or in you ? 
hath ic routed and layd you waft of all fuch tranficory wayes and 
perfunGory worfhips ae the carnal! and litcerall Jewes dc com- 
monly boaftchemfelves of, and comfort and content themfel veg 
in, of which Paul faych , If any man might boaft of , be much more, 
circumcifed the eighth day, of the ftocke of Ifrael, of the tribe of Benja- 
mine, an Hebrew of Hebrews, as touching the law a Pharifee, concern= — 
ing zeale, perfecuting the Church , and touching that righteoufue{s which 
is in the law blameleffe : And where {hall we finda Church extant 
in thefe dayes which {peaks by any other fpiric then this, which 
runs in the fincke and channell of fuchexcernall and cxtrinficall 
inftituticns, ordinances, genealogies, pha: ifaical righteoufneffe, 
perfecuting zeale, and cribe-like divifion of rule and govern- 
ment. : 

But what faich our Apoftle of all chefe things ? But what things 
were gaine tome ; that is, as the very wealth and riches of a carnal] 
Jew, thofe I counted loffe for Chrift, yea doubtleffe, and I counted all 
things but loffe, for the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Fe{us my 
Lord, for whom I have fuffered the loffe of all tbings , and count them but 
dung, that Imay wiane Chrift. And for this loffe, diminution, or af- 
fli&ion, our Apoftle prefcribes che cure and remtdy in whomfoe- 
ver it is {uffered, in'chis his anfwer piven. | | 


: : ‘Bet bim pray, 
The word (Let) hiath a like Emphafis, asthat of che Creation at — 
the beginning, Let there be light, and it was fo, and hath inic the 
very force and vertue of creating the {pirit of prayer and interes 
ceflion in thae heart, in which this Joffe, diminution, or affi@ion 
is found’, fori fignifies az much as Amer, {6 be zt, or fo it #, or 
fo it foall be; fo'that it fits the foule with the fpitic of prayer, as — 
the world was furnifhed with light by the fame phrafe in the be- 
ginning, wiebout which fpirit or breath of prayer the foule is 
without life) even as the world was in darkneffe without the cre- 
atlonof light , ‘oras che body thas breaths noc is dead, fo is the 
foule without prayer. i 
Concerning praying therefore being fo neceflary unto the er : 
5 © 


of theSon of God, confider, 1. The fignification of the word, 
2. How iv ie to be taken ia this place as an an{wer to the interro- 
gation, or ¢ffeuall and forcible fentence. To pray, is to make 


_ . anappeale, icis an appellation , or intercefion 3 for the originall 


word in ihe Hcbrew tongue, which che Prophets ufe for prayer, 
is Hithpallel, which fignifies to appeale, or prefent a mans felfe, 
or caufe co the Judg, and it comes of pillel, which fignifies to judg 
or determine catifes, for which appeals are made. 

1. To pray therefore, is to make our appeale from one Judge- 
ment-feate unto another ; that is, from the judgment and deter- 
mination of mans wifdome, opinion, and fentence, to that wife 

‘dome and device of the Son of God, who judgeth not as man judg- 
eth: For as farre as the beavens are higher then the arth, fois the way 
of the judgment of God higher than all the Thrones and Judge- 
ment-{eats of the fons of men ; therefore the Apoftle tells the Co- 
rintbians that were carnall , That it feemes a {mall thing to bimto be 
judged of them, or of mans judgment, or of mans day, as the word is 5 
that is, by the light under ftanding or wifdome hamane , only he 
fiands to the judgment and wifdome of God, foashe judgeth not 
bimfelfe ; that is, by his own wifdome as aman, but by the wil- 
dome and light of the fpiric of God : Therefore the Pfalmift com- 
playns, faying, Many there be that fay of my foule, there is mo hope for 
bim in God, Selah: but he appeals unto God as to his fhield , and 
the lifter up of bis bead , Lut thou O Lord art a field about me; that is, 
defence from all adverfe power fet forth and fignified in Abfo- 
loms confpiracy 5 and the lifter up of my bead, or head-fhip, in fet- 
ting meto be head of the people, and not Abjolom , and that only 
through thy wifdome, where the wifdome, counfell and craft 
of Achitopbel cannot take placesprayer therefore is an appeal from 
onejudgment-feate to another. | 
9, Prayer is to fpeake, or plead a caufe : fo faith the Prophet 
Daniel, Whilft I was {peaking in prayer, pre fenting my {upplication be- 
fore the Lord my God, for the boly mountaine of my God, even while I 
was yet [peaking, the man Gabriel, or the ftrength of God came flying 
vebemently and tonched me. Icis a word or foeech by which the 

“firength of God hafts it felfe, and makes {peed to lay hold upon 
the foule : So David cals it a fyeech, faving, My beart was bot with» 
in me , whilft I was mufing the fire burned, and I {pake with my tongue, 

Lrrd make me to know mine end, &c. 3. Prayer 


<a) ae ae 
Fete 


3. Prayeristo fupplicace and intreat; fo faich the Pfalmif, 
Return we befeech thee O God of hofts : And again, I befeech thee dew 
liver my foule: And again, Save ow I befeech thee O Lord, O Lord 
I befexch thee fend now profperity. So {ayth Mofes, I befeech thee foew 
me thy clory, Prayer is the ofh-e and property ofa fupplicanc, 

4. Prayer isco judg and determine a caufe ( as the word figni- 
fies ) cherefore David faith, Heare me when Icall O God of my righ~ - 
teou{neffe ( or juftice ) that is, of my juft and righteous caule + and 
agayn, fudge me O Lord, for I bave walked in mine integrity, I bave 
trufted in the Lord, I (hall not flagger : And againe, Hearemewhen1 ~ 
call, and anfwer my prayer. 3 

Now for Gad vo judg che caufe of his Saints , t6 heare prayer, 
and co an{wer when they cry unto him, is to give right fentence, - 
and co determine the matcer : which thing is not done in another 
ftaceand condition , but in that individual] being and ate of a 
Chriftian in chat Saint of I/rael, or holy one, the judgmenc is noe 
palfed, and fentence given of the caufe and matter, by or from a- 
nother fubfiftence or being : but in that fubfiftance and confiftance 
of the Son of God, the hearing, anfwering, judging, determi - 
ning, and paffing fentence of, or upon any ciufe or matter pre- 
fented by prayer, is no further off, nor at any other diftance fron ~ 
the ftsteand being of a Chriffian, chen che caufe or matter is 
which is prefented, for they both flow from, and are a&s of the 
fame {pirir, as man afcending inthe word of God for {upply, and 
the word of God di{cending in man, to declare its fulnefle. 3 

So that there is in prayer a juft appeale from the wifdome and 
praGice of the world unto God; and there is in ic alfo an hams | 
ble fure and reall a&@ of a fuppiicane and increater for favour, 
yea and the pleading and laying open of a righteous caufe before 
the Judge of all the earth, together wieh the hearing, anfwee” 
ring , judging, determining, and pafling Sentence chereups > 
on. | 

And every one of thefe are as really intrinficaH, and of the 
fame nearnefle toa Chriftian, makingall for his proper teing” 
and fubhiftance as well one of them as another neither thall he for: 
ever be without any one of them, but they fhall be as an harmeni=" | 

ous mellody in the foule or life of a Chriftian for ever, which if be ay 
we deny, we hold not the unity of taich according to that compleag) 
ee _ and) 


— 
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and my fticall body of Fefus Chrift, but makea fra&tion therein to the 


deviaing of that holy one ot God, which is chat ftate of unbeleifs 


_on which wrath abides, 


Su that when a Chriflian ceefeth to judge between finne and 


Tighteouineile, between Chrift and Belial, when he ceafeth to 


difcerne the difference between light and darkneffe, between 


_God andthe Devill, then prayer thali have an endand ceafein 
_the fpiric of a Chriftian, and noc till then; foricis the very 


ireals of the Senne of God, whereby he lives the life of God eter 
nally. ‘ 

. Notefrom this poinc, asic hath been often declared unto us 
how the prayers of the world, not onely in fec forms, buc in the 
more refined Preifthood fall (hort of the nature of the intercé {lion 


_of Chrift, who ever lives to make interceffion, not only for, but. in ue, 
;withous ftraining of the word, fo that they deny the nature of 
the prayer and interceflion of Chrift, in chis great point of its 


continuation. 
And fo in like manner their doGrine muft needs fajl fhort of 


what meflage of life and falvation, and fo much for the fignificati- 


on of the word prayer. 

2. The fecond point isin what acceptation it is to be taken 
here, and that is for an appeal, implying hereby chus much, as if in 
more words he fhould fay, have you loftall your own humane 
and fading excellencics, in the proper life and {piric of all your 
earthly and momentany relations, for che moft honourable loffe 
of them is, when we are cut off from them in our hearts, in the pre fent 


> injoyment of them, asin covenants, contra&s, and combinations 


with the creature, chat carnall and topped up height of all your 
places of worldly dignities : have you picked ont chat common 
fiamp, inall your relations and operations, which the {pirit of 


the ferpent fets upon them, making them appear beautifull and defi- 


rable; and are you diminifhed and corre&ed,as having all {uch fue 
perfluous branches lope away from you, as-veilding no fhelter, 
nor glory or (afeguard unto you. Take it for granted that itis fo, 
yct hereisa fufliciene fupply and remedy, make your addreffes 


_ aad appeal unco Godin Chrift, in whom they are all full, and 


that in an eternall compleat and perfe& fupply, as things that are 


onely proper and peculiar to the glory and duration of that ed 
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aall Son of God, and not eo that mortall, fading, and thamefall 
race and pedegree of the fons of earthly men, whofe breath asa 
vapour isin cheir noftrils ; forin Chrift you fhall have and be 
both king and fubje@, and fo (hall never fail nor betray himéelfe, 
which no earthly man cam attaine, for he is chat ruler in fubmifion 
as the Apoftle to Titus calls him ; for there is che truth of rule and 
fubmiffion in Chriftas one, and both in the urmoft excellency 
thereof, though menranflate che word, at a charge to obey maz _ 
giftcates, Tit.3, 1. To that eff & the Apoftle fpeaks, I Fobn who am 
alfo your brother and companion in tribulation, and in the kingdome, and 
patience of Fe [us Chbrift ; or as the word is rightly rendred, in the 
kingdome and under-abiding of Fe {us Chrift:So that he isa companion — 
in kingdom, that is, in power and authority, and alfoin under-abi- — 
ding,or in a perpetuated fubmiffion to the will of the father : fo 
thas in the ftate of Chriftianity chere is all che relations,a&e,and 
waits of adminiftration of the kingdome, all relations and mutu- 
all refpe&s are there in a&t, and are fulfilled as ina kingdome of 
eternall glory and power, and that onelyin the loffe and villi- 
fication of nothing elfe but an earthly fading and corruptible 
Crown, which Paul counie as dung, and loffe, as the fhame and 
undoing of man, that he may win the Diadem and glory of the 
Other. 1 

Againe, in it you fhall have that mutuall relation of husband 
and wife in thar glorious and happy efpoufall of Chrift, for be 
that is joyned unto the Lerd is one fpirir with bim, or one {piriruall 
—eftate and condition , in which 1s compleated, and fulfilled all 
thofe mutual! and conjugal relations, a&s,and operations of the 
married eftate, inthe reality thereof, in which the nuptiall day 
and joyful feaftivity never ceafeth 5 nor can time be found where- 
init may notbefaid; Behold this is the day of falvation, behold now 
the accepted time, yea this is the day which the Lore bath made, let ws 
be glad and rejoyce therein. 

Moreover in cheftate of a Chriftian you fhall finde the relation 
of father and fon, for the Father and I are one, there is the language 
of the fon of God, and chat in all the wayes and adminiftrations, 
of Education, donation, refignation, and inheritance of tbat purchafed — 
poffegion , a€t:d and done, and ever in the a& of doing, betwixt — 
che father of lights, andthat fonof righteou{neffe, that greatlighe — 
; thas 
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that lightneib every one that cometh into the world, fo chatin this a p= 
peal a loffe of temporary condition is infinitely fupplyed in ¢- 
ternall. A 

‘Add further, init you have the flate and relation of high 
Preift and people, and that in all thofe feverall refpeéts of facrifi- 
ees, fervices, and oblations, together with their refpe&ive viriues 
and operations in point of that reconciliation and agreement 
made between God and man fn the mulciplyed comfort thereof, 


__exercifed in that houfe and temple nox made with hands, but is e- 
ternal] in that heaven, or height of bappincflein Chrift, who is 


that dweiling place of the moft high. } 

But time would faile co {peak of thefe things, becaufe they are 
infinitely uncountadle, and unmeafurable in all their relations, 
offices, reipe&+, and operations, which are through that device of 
God in chr*ft co be arcained ia this appeal : becaufe God himfelf 
who is infinite, emence, and eternall, gives being unto, and is the 
reallicy of them ati, and yec manis really in che ufe, comiort, 
exiftance, and <xercife of chem all, even as ic is erue that the foul 
is properly che tountaine, and caufe of all the motions and Ope= 
rations of the body, and yet the body is really in the exercife, 


and hath the participation of them all. 


For in this appeal is fulfilled that law of the fpiric, which Pay! 


_ to the Romans faith w fulfilled in ws;{0 alfo {peaks the Apo@le Fobn, 


that the new Commandement # fulfilled in bim andin us, becay fe the 


_ darkneffe # paft; that is, thac whichis proper and incident unto 


the creature, and ihe true ligbt (hineth ; thac is, that which is proper 


unto God isbroke forth and appeareth inus, foralaw cannot 
_ confiffof one but muft have refpe& unto twaine, otherwile there 
_ isnobond, therefore the law of the {pirit is not contrived, takes 
_ form, or holds in any point thereof, but as it confifts of God and 
| man in chat faith ofour Lord Jefus Chrift, in which or in whom 
| ftands all cur Lordfhip and falvacion :for how foever in the world 


there be Gods many, and Lords many, yet unto us there is but one Godbead 
who is Lord over all, and one Lordfhip which abides and remains 
the fatne for ever. 

Are we chen ar a loffe in the world, enjoying nothing that can 
abide by us, as Abrabam (ojsurned in Canaan, at the land ig carnal- 
ly conjidered, not injoying the bredth of a foot thereof: as Stephen 


ory 

that faichful Martyr, or witnefle, makes report. : HW 

Lei us make our appeal, for in this off-fpring and fecd of God, — 
the whole inheritance in all ics excellencics is pericted and com- 
pleated in us, asthe wole land was g ven to Abraham in his feed, 
after the enduring of fo greae effliG@aon. : vor 

So that inthia eppeal ie coneained a fupply of every want, a _ 
comfort apainflevery effiGion, a reftauration of every loff:, as 
being that year of jubile, or Jubel, ibe time of carrying or leadiag a- 
long, as the word-imports, into :hac ancienc liberty, refit, and 
tictes thatare in the Sn of God ; wherein wee finde an infinite 
augmentation and increzfe of all things (wherein) with refpe& 
to the worid, we are diminifhed. | 

And hence the fecond Qicry is added of purpofe, which natu- 
rally flowe from this, with che anfwer or dircCtion annex-d. 


Is any merry let bim fing. 


By being merry, pi¢afant, or joy full, in this place, is meant the 
joy of harveft or firkt frnica, or that criumphant mirth, and joyful 
feaftivicy and {plendant liberty exercifed in Ifraelin chat year of © 
Fubile, when the land brought forth fo plenceoufly of it felfe, 
withoutthe labour and toyle of the people, or any means ufed 
by humane hands or adminiftrations,no not {0 much as to gather 
it in, bur feed upon che fruics where they were found naturally 
growing in the land, which is here alluded unto,to fet forth that 
abundant fupply and furniture to be found in this our arpeale, 
which yeeldeth unto us through Gods appoiniment without hu- 
mane help, all chofe libertics, priviledges, riches, and reft, which 
anciently have appertaincd unto che Sonne of the eternall 
God. ; 

So that however we may go forth of the things of chis life, as 
weeping in the eyes of che world, like men in the time of fowing, 
parting ‘with all their fiore and proviflions of temporary 
thinge; evenasche people parted with the glory of the carnal] 
temple, when they went down into Babylon : yet we know, that 
thofe which bear the precious feed, cr as the word imports, ufed by 
the Pfalmift, the purchafed feed, {uch thall returne with (houting, joy- 
fulneffe, bringing their {heaves with them : They then that have — 

| their 
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their lapfilled with Ruth, in the parting fcom their native country 


-to follow that motherly Naomy, being increafed with the increafings 


of God, io the diminutions ot all puaane and Moabicilh p eter- 
ments and <xceilencies, who have found the harveft, and Kore of 
she full years of cornein Canaan, to exceed all the thin ears iH the 
land of Alyypt : And bow that vintage which rejoyceth the beart of 
God and man, «xcels and (urpafleth the Vines of Sod.me and the 
grapes of Gomorab, fuch as make merry inthe Lord, being joyfall 
and triumphant in bis falvation, ws 1/rdel was in his coming 
outrof thered Seas oras the word imports, the Sea of Edom, 
adveriary to T/rael, though near unto him in their fir origi- 
nall, . 

When Mofes and the men of Ifrael fung fo triumphantly, 
wich Mirriam, and the dam({cIs an{wering thereanto, with follem 
pompe in that happy returne of the Captaine of I/rael, from the 
victo:y and flaug!ter, in breaking the bead of that Leviathan, and gi- 
ving bim to be meat for the people in the wilderne(fe ; {uch as are merry 
with this kinde of mirth, and in tuch cauies, they onely are the 
parties unio whom this direion belongs. 


Let bim fing. 


. The word let, is of like force a8 is before explained, giving vir- 


‘que and exiltance so the mellody of a fong in the foule of him, in 


whom this mirch is found ; and by the word fing, is comprehen- 
ded alio, playing on inftrumcnis,dancing, or any joyfull a&ivity 
or acclamation. 

So that all fuch as have made cheir Jawfull sppeal (ag congru- 
ous to.that law of the {pirie) from the judgment and decermina- 
tion of the wif{dom of mn, vato chat which only confifts in the 
wifdemeand device of Godin Chrift : They receive fuch plency 
thereby, and skill for the ule and cxercife thercof, that they be- 
come cxpert, in handling all tho{e organ, iuflrumenrs, and éx- 


ercifes of joy and triumph, which appertaine and belong to that 


(piritual Tabernacleand Temple, which God builds, aadnot man, 
foasto proclaime and fee forth thatharmony, and melodious 
coniorr,and agreement Cunto che world) whicb is b:tween God 
and man in hac faich of felus Carift, . 

S 2 Which 
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Which is the fong of old Simeon, Mary, and Elizabeth, Deborab, 
and Barack, and of all the Saints of God from the beginning un- 
tillnow ; For there is none thatcan appeal unto Godin prayer, . 
removing the canfe from carnall reafon into his wifdome, hol- 
dinga holy plea, in opening the necefficics of mankinde unto 
God, carrying vp, and giving true intelligence of the fame unto 
him ; but that man whatever he be, ean alfo bring down, and 
diftribute unto the world, the true flate and condition of the | 
Son of God, who is the fubje& matcer of the Gofpel , and give 
undoubted intelligence of that peace and plenty which is in the 
kingdome of God, uttering and declaring how good the Lord # in 
Jefus Chrift. : . | 

Note then from this point a8 a concluffon thereof ; That the 
erue {pirit of prayer and fupplication, and the {pirit of Prophefie 
and interpretation, are never {eperated , never were, nor never 
(ball be, but are of an eternall unicy and conjun@ion in the faith 
of Chrif@; and hence it is, chat the Elders and inftrudfors of the 
Church are brought in as having the {pirit of prayer, co pray for 
the Church in the next Verfe following. ee 


Verf, 14. 1s any fick among you let him call for the Elders of the 
_ Church, and let them pray over bim,annointing him 
with oyle in the name of the Lord. 


Wherein we have to confider ; firft, a propofition ; and fecondly, the 
anfwer thereunto 5 inthe propofition obferve. 
1. A difeafe, Is any among you fick. 
2. The prattice of the party difeafed, as-part of the anfwer, and that 
#s, to call for the Elders of the Church. 
Then confider in the reff of the anfwer, or direction, the prattice of 
the Elders, that is threefold, | 
3. To pray over him. 
2. Zoannoint him with oyle. 
3+ Tbe manner-bow, that is, in the name of ibe Lord. 


¥y Fp, the firft,namely the propofttion, if any be fick among you? 
This is not fpoken in way of fuppofition, but in way of 
certainty, 


certainty,and as taken for granted: and by ficknefle we arenot to 
underftand onely a diftemper of the body, no nor yet {ome cer- 
taine forrow, greif, or difquict of the minde , which the word 
may feem to import 3 but weare to take it a3 large as Fofepb did; 
when be beard that bis father was fick, he prefently takes his two 
fons unto him (as giving him up for dead) to be bleffed in his 
death and departure ; for itis iuthis cafe as ic was with Hezeki- 
ab, when he was fick unto death, which if he had not been, his life 
had never been renewed as it was: and as his life was reftored 
through the fpiric of prophefiein I/ajab, fo here the life of the 
fick is reftored by the {piric of prayer inthe Elders, and as the 
fpirit of prayer was in Hezekiab, elfe had not the prophefie taken 
place, For be turned kis face to the wall and prayed:Even fois the {pi- 
__ritof prophefie converfane in this fick parry, or elfe the prayer 

- of the Elders cannor be effetuall, which {piris of prophefie 
appears in bis calling for the Elders, as forefeeing health to arife 
out of that fpeciall appointment and ordination of the wifdome 
of God. ; 

And as a miraculous figne was given at the recovery of Heze- 
kiab, namely che Sun going back ten degrees in the dyall of Abaz, that 
wicked King, todeclare that the light and wifdome of the world 
by which the men thereof rule and reigne over cheir brethren 
goeth dirc@ly backward, and contrary to that fun of rigbteou(neffe, 
light and wifdome proper unto the Saints; and that itis tor ever 
fo to be confidered; is fignified by thofe ten degrees, which number 
hathcthe myftery of eternity taught in it, for fo Mofes doth ex- 
pound it, faying, @baftard fhallnot enter inte the Congregation of the 
Lord unto the tenth generation, which in the next verfe he concludes 
to be for ever s Even fo here is the figne of the holy un@ion given 
to this fick party, to fignifie his reception from the dead, 
even as Abrakam received bis Sonne as from the dead in his exer- 
cife of the Preifts office in facrificing and offering him upunto 
God. | 

This fickneffe therefore is as that of Lazarus whom Fe {us loved; 
for when his fifter told Jefus thac he was fick, itis plaine by the 
record in computation ofthe time, thas he was chen dead; which 
Chrift 2fficmes is not death, bus that way of the operation, and 


manifeftation of the glory. of God, which onely and for ever a 
neth. 
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meth and (eceech forch ic (elle, through the death of che fleth; that 
ie, the death of all humane and carnal ceafonings,refolucions,and. 
conclefions, in point of che knowledge of J {us Ghriff 3 which 
ficknefle or deach co all the legalland licteral fervices, according. 
to thecarnall law.istrul, (aid co be pocunto death, becsufe iris: 
ancto that erernall Lfeofthe Son of Gad, anda fickneffe of chis 
Natare we areto underitand in this ploc’, oc elfe we carnallize 
the fickneffe, as furcly as Rome doth at this day the Elder(bip, as 
alfo New-England, more z:aloufly thea they, and the reafon ig, 
becaule the one is Hebetated with worldly pomp, and the other is 
Perfequentifimus, but hach uoc yet attain d thereanto. : 

And whereas icis faid, Fs any fick among you? or as the word 
may be read, is any fick in you ? as ipeaking eicher of perfon or 
thing, as the Pialmift hath a phrafe, belp Lord, for the fatoful failes 
that word faithful is ufed in Scripture fomecimes tor a crue or 
faichfull perfon, and fomerimes for a true thing; as if he thoald 
fay, help Lord, for trazths faile , or fidelitie: faile 5So this word 
(any) may be caken for any perion or any thing, as if he had {aid, 
is any ching in you fick ? or are you dead to any particular thing 
whatfoever, which worldly men make theictife and trade, fo 
that you cinnot relilhnor taft ir, no more then a fick or dead 
man can relith any food,co quicken or enliven him, be fure then 
to ufe che remedy prefcridbed unto-you, ‘o- your health and refo- 
ration,and your dayes (hall be renewed wich Hezekiah, and your 
life recovered with, Lazarus, and you fhall be raifed ont of che 
grave of all {in and forrow; and. chatis, to call for the Eldere of 
the Church, for chey are the refarrection and the life in this 
point; in which cbferve, 


ee What it ws to call. 
2. Whothbefe Elders be... | 
3. What is the Church of which they are, 


p. Concerning the C:ll, the fame word is prefixed ag before 
(let bim call) & it is of like Emphefis, thacis co tay, char through 
this Gckneffe or death here fpoken of, it creates and gives being 
in that foule anco the life of the Son of God, and that life is the 
fight of m:n; by vertae of which light he becomes a Seer, for it 

hath 
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bath the {pirit of Prophefie in ic, whereby he difcerns wherein: 
true heaith doth coniift, and knows what the Elde:fhipis, and 
where to finds the true Church, which is (o controverted chrough- 
out the earth, in aj] ages of chis prefent worid:; fo that if chis fick 
party had noc perfe& vifion » hemighe wander from mountaine to 
bill, and fromthe flood tothe worlds end, bcfore he could atcaine the 
true knowl: dge thereof, | 

For fome fay, lo here is Chrift, and fome fay lo there, which we 
are noc to beleive neither the one nor the other ; fome fay, be ws in 
the defert ; and {ome fay; he i in she mountain 5 aud fome, in the fe 
eret Chamber : but as the lightning (bineth from one end of heaven unto 
the other, fo i the coming of the Sonne of man ; that is to fay, all 
things that ever were or (hall be, preciaime his prefent abode 
in man-Kinde either in point of his life, or death, in mercy, or 
elfe in his feverity, and fuch are the confines of the Church, it is 
not bounded withia the circuit of time, place, or perfon, no 
more then the Son of God is ; for his Spoufe holds proportion 
with bimfelfe in all points, therefore is the admired as one that 
looks ferth as the morning, faire as the moon, clear as the Sun, terrible as 
an Army with banners: nay icis {aid to be his budy, the fulneffe of 
him that fillet alin al’: So chat co form and fafhion a Chaich of 
Jeffe comprehenfion then Chrift, will prove rather a Sinagogue 
of Satan, or cage of unclean birds, chen the fpoute of Chrifl: fo 
that our Chronologers deceive the world, in framing a Chrift 
onely by'genealogic, not knowisg what the Prophet meaneth 
when he faith ,be was taken from prifon,e> from judement,and who foal 
declare his generation, be was was cut off from tbe land of the living, and 
made bis grave with Cor in) the wicked, and in the rich in bie death 5 it 
feems Philip ( that man of war ) is not'joyned to their Chariot (as 
his name fignifies. ) 

- And fo they frame a Church not onely by feperation of theme 
felves from others by {ome carnall and temporary cercmonier, 
that they may fay, Stand by thy felfe, Lam bolier then thou. If chefe 
be their defences from the Wicked, they had need carry them a- 
long wich them through death, or elfe the fence being down; 
they will go near to come over and feed with them in the fame 
pafture, 

Bat this is not al! the feperation they make, for shey divide ue 
wor 


eon 
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word of God, & feperateit, to form cheir Church, faying, char — 
fuch portions of the word of God were for the form of the Church 
_in fuch an age of the world, & for fuch people; but now another 
portion of it gives the forme in our dayes, as thouzh the word of 
God were dead, or falne afleep unto the world in (ome injun@i- 
ons and promifes, but alive and awakein others, whereas they 
may as wel change and alter the form and manner of the being of 
che Son of God, as to change and alcer the form, and manner of 


being of the Church of God for the word of God in whatfoever 


ic hach expreffed, is che wil, or law of God, and the will of God 
cannot change, and Chrift is the end of the law: fo that if we fall 
fhort of him in any portion of the word of God, as chough he 
bad been in it, but now is paffed over it, or a8 choughicincended 
him, but yee bath nor brought him forth, we make ic the word of 
man, 2nd not the word of God; for mans reafon is the proper 
word of man, even asthe wifdome of God in that wonde full 
contriving of his Son, is the word of God; and therefore man ie 
faid tobe made a living, ora {peaking foule, or lite of fpeech, or 


reafon, whereby he tran{cends al] other creatures excepting nones 


forno Angel, thar is, meflenger, or meflage was ever fent from, 
God unto the world out of man-kinde. 

Ic is true indeed, that the word of God hath expreffed it felfe, 
as indivers Nations, Few, and Gentile, in differing generations, 
or genealogics, as Cain and Seth, Abraham and Nabor, Facob and 
Efau, and the like, as teaching higher and more tran{cendane 
things thereby ; Therefore co reftin chefe as being the intent 
and tcope of the Scriptures, without fecing and acknowledgin 
che life and death of Chriftin them, both according to the Acth, 
and alfo according to the fpirit 5; we may by as goad skill of in-. 
terpretation center and terminate the minde of God in making 
any or all thofe vifible creatures in heaven and in earth, in hag 
proper work, without having any refpe& at al] unto man theree 
in, and make them the utmoft and extreameft pointe of Gods 
thoughzs and intent, which were no beccer then to difinheric the 
Son of God, making a baftard and no Son of him, being chey 
were al] made to do fervice unto him, and to fiand up, and joint- 
ly and skilfully point as withthe finger co dire& either to hie 
perpetuall, life, or death, as being ehe reality, and fubftantiali- 


ty » 


ty of themall; the forme ofa Church therefore as confitated 


into particulers now inthe world > is.of no more Weighe or 
worthin a Chriftian minde then any other order whercin micy 
are converfant in wayes of civillity, (o caled 5 for ifonce we finde 


the fubftance by the light of that day ibat fprings from on bigh, the 
darknefle of night, and (hadow flye away. . 
_ So as nothing looks amiable uponus, but Onely glory in the 
bigheft, and peace inthe earth, to that man of good will who dyels in the 
buh. | a pia 

Icis che {pirit of Peophefie therefore, or of crue interpretation 


_ that cals in the Elderthip, weh fees this ficknes or deach,to be chat 


renovation of the health & life of man- kindein Chrift, from chat 


_ carnall life which the world lives, from living unto earthly and 
_ tranfitory things, to liveunto heavenly and eve rlatting things, 
- fach as abide forever; therefore ‘it ig iaid, that nfteen years are 
. added unto the life of Hezekiah, which number confifts of ten, 


and five ; cenbathin ie che myftery of eternity, as hath been de- 


_Glared; and five hathin it the myftery of maltiplication, fignify- 


ing that var ety and uncountable wayes of health and lite which 


in all refp.&s and ways of relation are multiplied and exercifed 
» in that myfticall body and fate of Chrift, 


Therefore no {peech of the multiplication of any of Gods 


works till the fifch dav, tofhew the m)flery of this number ; 
thereforeitis that Fo /fepo brings five of his b-e’hren before Pharoah 
_ to fignifie the mulriplic-rion of bl flings upon the land by ail che 


family, fceing fo manny had come upon it by his being there as 


one; the like is in Benjamins mefle, fent in by Jo/epb, five times fo 
much as any of che re}, 10 thew che multiplication of his love to 
that bis brother, who only came of the beloved Rachel, together 
_ with himf Ife. 

> Inthe recovery out 0° chis ficknefle, or renewing of life from 
thedead, we are roconlider what Chrift faich , viz, Except the 


wieat corue dye, it muitiplies not; thai is, «xc pt Chrift che feed of 
God dye, he multiplies not 5 im which weareto know, thardi- 
vine nature firsply confidered in it ‘elfe, ig nor the feed of God, 


bo more chen the feed of mankirde is fimply in the male, burt re- 


fpectively in maleard female, elfe it producech not, to multiply 


j its kinde, and every tree bath febd in it-felfe, therefore the man is not 
Tt , without 
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> We 2 + ies? ba FD me he fy ; : 9 a7? 
~<a a tina, 4a SB, 78 

Ph ah, x o- . - - p 


- 
4 


; 


ee. ii ee Sr eT ae Re ee oe 
PO ee, le Doce | 
without the woman, nor the woman without ibe mai id tbe Lord. They 
; -.. are but one tree; EMat it, onechate and condition stVch fo the | 
‘ teed of God is whole Chrilt, God and man made one, andthis 
wheat corne or fed muft dye, orelfe ic brings not forth the crue 
kinde ard ofl-tpring of the Son of Gods that irs it muftoe fick 
and dye toall carnall and covrupsible things, orele ic never 
brings forch that multiplyed fruic of che ipiric which is in J-tus 
Chriff, ‘ 2 | . 
Vo conclude this pein, to call Cin thisplace) for the Elders 
isnot meant, the mendicimoniitm of aman, without mapnanimir 
and courage, ag one crouching unco a courfe and carnaj} Elder 
: made wich hands; thatis, {et up and created by men, whocan 
come unto the affembly,and a private perfon;but betore it be dif-- 
folved, is a pulick perion,.a reverend Elder, 

But his call is an anthetique and princely fummons of a roy- 
all Prophec; for this ficknetie hath in it'the virtue and voyce of 
2 fumfnons to convent the true phy fstian multiplyed inio an boly and’ 
konourable Elder(hip, the confulcacion and praciceof whomisthe 
cure of the foule, even.as the life and frolick prefumption of the | 
arme of fl-thhath.in ica fufficiene (ummons to bring in the works 
ofunrighceoufnefle to thar appearance of Anrichrift, who is chat 
poyfcnfull dragon and deftcoyer of the fcgle. | 

Yea this cail is che voyce of the {poute, being dead to ber fir bus- 
band, and having forgetsen ber fathers boufe in the torfaking of all 
her kindred, through which ber Speech becomes fweet, and ber-countea 
nance comely for ever. : 

2. The fecond pointis, who thefe Elders are ; They are noe 
the Elders of particular Congregations, compofed and ordered’ 
by man, under chat deceivablererme of reformed Chacches, as in 
thefe days, which are but like tothe theards of a potters veflell, — 
which cannot be fet together or fodred, no more then they can e- 
ver bring them {elves into unicy 3-for the {piric of that kingdome 
is divided in it felfe, and therefore can never fand in che way of 
chat re‘urrcGion by Chrift, but arein the way of thar apcfticy 
and fall of man from his Creator, end avouring {till co become 
as Gods by the wifdome of the fleth. | 

We muft obferve chen, for the clearing of this poin t, Who they — 
are Which: our Apofile writes unco in this Epiftle, andthatisto 


the- y 


be 
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chetwelve Tribes in their difpertion, and {cattering from Trae} 
aw carnally confidered, for otherwife the Saints are never difperfed 
trom the houte and temple of God. | 
And this icattering ig nor into any particuler country or 
kingdome, asinio Affjria, Babylon, Caldea, or the like, but over 
the whole earch, even upon the breadth of the land of Emanuel, ih. pe- 
tore they are faid to be {catered abroad, as having no contnes 
ier. 
~ Neither doth be write to people as of one age, or tra& of time, 
‘buc as unto juch as (hall livein all ages of the world; foras the 
word of God in the deginning went noc our as to create che Sun 
for one«ge of the world, but for all apes 5 even fo che word of 
the kin gacine, the Gofpel of God 8Oech not forth co the dilpers 
fed and oureafts of Hrael (chat is, from the wildome, power, and 
pelicy of the arme of flath ) in one place, or one age, but Co as 


. every word of God in irs true intent, concerns and his all places 


and ages of the world, bothin refpe@ of the word of the curfe, 
and of the biifing : fo that to expound the word of Gad, as fic- 
ting for one time, place, age, or perfon, and not for another, is 
the wifdume of man that perifheth, and comes to nought, and 


_ hot the wifdome of God, which abides the fame for ever, atid ie 

cnet light which guides unio the Eiders, who are the onely go- 
_vernours and rulers of this univerfall Church called into com- 
_munion aed fellowship wich this fick party s and they are the firft 
borne of every eribe, having upon them the office of King, Preift, 


and P; ophet inevery family, and inferiour to that dignicy ; doth 


Roc this fickneffe call for any tocome to vifite ic, Knowing all 


others to be Phyfitians of no value, for this kinde of fickneffe fum- 
‘mons none bug the fifi borne of God into communion and fel- 
low thip with ic 3.chat call which Cornelis gave co Peter, cha: El- 
der ofche Charch, was like unto thie, chac when he fpoake of that 
un@ion of Chrift, the (piricof God defcended upon thofe that 
heard it, infomuch thar Peter challengeth all men, whether bey 
can forbid water that thofe fhculdnet b- baptized who bad received the 
holy (pirit as well as) themfelves; as it be thould fay; cen any deny 
thefigncotunity between Few ni Gentile, which is commanion 
sud tellowthip, feing they have che ground ard tubflance theres 
of, namely are partakers of the dpicit ot God, thar holy anoyn- 
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ting, which is the truth and fubftance ofall community 3 whether 
we be prefent or abjent in body, we are one in that {pirit of the Lord. 
The word of Prophefie therfore, which is ever accompanied with 
prayer, as in Cornelius, or that, word of wrue inrerpretation of the 
word of God, knows how-to give fummons unto, and call in 
the life and f{pirit of kingdome and Prcifthood inio fellowthip 
wich ie felfe, which is chat healchfall {pirit, or un&ion that is by 
Jefas Chrift. * 3 

Add fucsher, this fickneffc is the very foot of the throne, upon 
which that greac Elder, even.che ancienc of dayes fits; for when 
Daniel bebolds through this fpirit of interpretation, be fees thrones fet 
up; orasthe word willbear, thrones caft down, as you may fee 
how the teanflacors give it in both phrafes, figaifying thereby 
that the power and glory.of che world is caftdown wherefoever 


oe 


this great. Elderthip ie {<t up, which is of no lefleanriquity then 
is the eternall, that gives Fudgement into the bands of the Saints of the © 


moft bigh, and pofieileth chem with the kingdome, for none but 
the eternall can, givean ecernall inheritance, and he givesicnot 


butas he fits on this throne, namely the glory of manicaftdown, © 
and the gravity of this ancient of days {ecup, whofe garments are 


white as (now, and ibe baire of bis head like pure woolls and fuch ie 
the rcyalty and.authority ofthe Elderfhip here intended, who. 
are not brought in by any-other call but by che Prophefieor in- 


terpretation of the minde of God ; thereforeitis, that che vifion” 


{peaks fo pundtually-and particularly, where and wich whom 
Peter isto be found, wre ict f 

Note here, that even as the life of the fefh, through the eruci- 
fication of the fpirit, admits none into unity, nor invefis any in- 


me 


to its proper condition, but onely fuch as arc ofits own kinde’; 


fo the life of the {piric which isin, Chrift Jefus,: through the 


crucification of the flefh, admits none into fellowfhip, nor» 


invefts any into its, proper flace and condition but its owne 


For what # born of the. fle(h is fllefh, and what isborn of the fpirit is 
fpirit; and therefore none. but che firft- born of God areof this) 


Elderfbip, or callers of them into the exercife of their proper vir- 


- 
>, tot 


he 


- tue and authority, evenas it was wich the Apofiles when they pro- 


nourice peace; if the fon of peace be nog there, their peace returns 


upon — 
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upon themfclves., and their abode is pot in that houfe or fa- 
mily. | 

3. By thefe Elders then in the chird place, we fee what we are 
to underfland by the Church they are of ; chatis, charunicy and 
fellowthip which the felected andchofen people of Godare of, 


and have in that fellowfhip and faith of Jefus Chrift, as they are- 


confidered, natin oneegs, much leffe ia one Parifhor company 


of people gathered together, bur as they are univer {ally contide-- 


red in afl ages and times of the world. 

For. tuch as is the extent of the fpirit, by which every Saint 
lives,and of chofe offices of Chriftsby vertue whereof,he exercife 

of fuch extent isthe crue Church ever to beheld and taken, o- 

therwife the Churchis carnallized, and caftinto chemould of 

the letter thae kills, and not into che mould of the fpiric that 

gives life. So that tothraftup Chriff'as into a corner,saé in one 


ageof the world, or tomonopolize him amongfi a handfull of 


peopleis all one a8 to put him in the grave, though with Nicode- 
musa Pealer among the Jews, and that rich man ‘Fofeph of Arime- 
thea, both night Difciples for fear of the Fews ; they may feem to 
differ from Herod, initharthey perfume the dead body and wrap 


it in clean linnen,, being affGed therewith, bat it is but décor="" 


ding to the cuftome of the Jewifh Sinagogue, for they put itin 
the grave, and roll a great fione thereupon, as’ men without 
hope or defire ofthe refurrection, having. that common fpiric that 
now lives in the world ¢o beg Ieave of che Pilates, and great men 
thereof, before they dare adventure to trim up the dead body of 
efus, and fic it forthe Sepulchre : But chis univerfall Church 
of which thefe Elders are, is called by the Apoftle, mount Zion, 
tbe City, of the living God, the new Fern falem, the general affembly and 
Church-of ibe firft- born, which are enrolled in beaven. 
And fuch as conff are'and fec up a Church not of this nature 


and comprehenfion, 
the rerroré of the law, and forinckle the infruments and officers 


thereof ae with the blood of Abel, {peaking from the ground, or 
earthly heart of Cain sand norton mount Zion, ia that'blood of 
{prinkling, which fpecks better things, in thac peaceable agree= 
ment and reconcilemenc of God and manin Jefus Chritt. 

Note here, that where-two or three are gathered together in any part 


eo 


af 


they buildic up upon mount Sinai, under ' 
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uf Chiilt; bue whac isit which gives ic ics capacity cobethag 
Church of Chrift? is ic noc he who is in the midft, or in che beart 
of thenr,ax the word is, who is no leffe then tha; ever lafting farber, 
or that ancient of dayer ; what bounds then can be iet unto it leffe 
then that which gives ic its capicicy, to be fuch a thing whoex. 
tends himfelfeco the whole family of heaven, for unto bim all faces 
locke, and every knee bow2s:and ifenceitbe { in Our ielves, we 
iee ic in the whole family and flock of God in al} the ele&. 

So that the crue fam & volume of uli cheir do&rine and pray~ 


ere is of no lefleexcent, chen che whole myfiicall body of Jefug- 


Carift, otherwile ic is not the word or Gofpel of che kin 
nor the fpirit cf incerceflion which is by Jefus Chrift. 3, BAR 
Obje. Bucic will be fayd, that thefe things erncern the invifthle 
Courch, and not the vifible, for the true vifible Courch is cthermife 10 be 

sotfidered, ? | 
Anfe. To which we anfwer ; chat itisa work of as great cue 
rioficy to frame a vifible Church of Chrift, 28 to frame and come 
pofe a vifible body of Chrift ; therefore the Apoftle comparing the 
‘ayth, For a the body being one bath many 


gdome, 


-trne Church roa body, | 
members, and all the members o f that body being many, are but ove body, 
foalf. Chrift. : | 

And agsyn, hear whae the {pirit fayth by che Apcftle Jobn,viz, 
As he is, fo are we, even in this world, where he {peaks of the Son of 
God, 

So that to frame and compofea vifible Church » andto frame 
and compoft a vifible Chiff, are of che fame nature, and of like 
eafeand difficulcy , and are alike flrangevnco the world, and 
of the fame acceptation to bring into manifefation and appea-= 
ranct. Yet we know thacChriftin both refp-&s ( for oiherwife 
we knowhim noc) istruly apparent and vijvle, as alfo fecree 
andunfeen. For Mofes by faith jaw bim ( meaning Chrift ) who is 


anvifible ) that is, he faw him who is unfeeable > and both are ree 


ally trruein adiverfe re(pe&. | | 

Andthcy who framea Chrift vifible in one age of the world, 
and noein another, they do by the fame argument conclude the 
vifthle Church co appear, and co be manif only within the fame 
confines and precingts of time wherein Chrif appeared, 


. For 


of tbe world, or at any time, we deny it not to be the true Church 


L143) 
For the Church was never Known to appcare butin the reall 
form of Gods righzeoufnelle and Wildome, whichis Chrift, for 
be is the wifome of God, aud tbe righieoufneffe of God by faith , which 
Is che reality of the Church : and as for all imaginary Churcher, 
we ekill nor, for they will vanifh and come to nought, cogether 
with the profef] rs ofthem, as they have done in all ages. 

Again, fuch as forma Chrift uneo chemfelves to appear vifibly 
uNtoaca:nall eye, foas to accept and approve of that his way 
of appearance, asthe carnall and perfantory worfhippers of the 
Jewes did. Know this, thar whenfoever the tine Chrift appea- 
reth, he will receive at che hands of {ech the fame meafure which 
was meafured out unto Jcfus born of the Virgin, by Herod, Pore 
tius Pilate, Scribes, Pharifees, with the cry of all the people, faying, 
Crucifie bim, crucifie bim, away with bim, crucifie bin. 

Even fo, they that frame unto themielves a vifible Church, fo 
&§ CO appeare unto a carnall eye or underftanding , as being ina 
capacity co approve and | ke well of it,.at the leaft for a cercaine 
feafon, rs 

When foever the true Church makes it felfe vifible, it (hall re= 
ceive like meafure at che hands of {uch perfone, to the urmoft of 
their powcr and abilicy, as Chri did when he apprared'unco the 
Jewes : For in Such perfons, and in chat {piricis che zeale of per- 
fecution properly founded in the viGble and apparant exercife 
thereof. 

Moreover they that forma vifible Church, a3 not having the: 
invifible vertuc a'ike ¢ fitations in every part and member thereof, 
they alfo fora unto themfelves a vifible Carift ro apvear, without 
aving thec ompleze vertue of the wifdome and power of Godin 
all re(pe&s in him, either in point of his being, or in the order: 
and manner of hie being ; and this is that great Inege of Nebu- 
chadkexzar which bath beeen o long ere&ted and fee up in the 
world. where the Scriptures are traditionally acknowledged and, 
read,u ch al} muftbow down unto at the nobeof their infruments: 
and infticutions, or elfe the fiery tryall mufl paffe upon them that 
obty not: Oaly chisis our comfort, that the San.of God will {o- 
appear with them,or in.them,that fomuch asa {mell of chat zal 
or fiery fume and wrath of the world fhall not appeare upon 
them, bur ferve only to the deft: u@ion of fuch sare z:alous a-. 
Gtors in fuch matters of the worlds melody. The: 
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The next point is the exercife of the Eiders, andthe ficftitsthey 
pray over bim, or for him, or without any wrong to the Text with 

bim; thacis, in communion and fellow(hip with him ; for chere 
was never prayer of faith made unto God, out of which any cle& 
or chofen viflel was excluded; the reafon is, becaufe every accep- 
table prayer hath in it the vertue of the interceflion of Chrift, o- 
therwife icis novin his name and authority, and che {pirit of 
Chrift negle&s not any.one chat appertayns to his myfticall bos 
dy ; forit itfhould, chat foule could never be infpired with the 
fpiric of prayer, without which there is no participation in the 
mediation of the Son of God, andthen no accepration with che 
Father ; therefore prayer is communicative to all the Sainta, if it 
be as the prayer of faith, itis as the life- blood’ running into all 
the veyns of the whole body ; for none can enter into che holy 
place but he chat carries all che Tribes upon his hearts it is nos 
our temporary and private wants, which can bring forth a faich= 
full prayer'to Gad ; for as prophefie is not of any private {pirit or ins 
‘terpretation, but boly men {peake as they are moved by the boly Ghoft ; of 
like publiqae {pirit ig true prayer. . 

So chat chis fick party is in unity with the prayer here fpoken 
of ; for theelderfhip of chis Church, or that ecterniz:d fellow- 
(hip in the ancient of dayee, ncver appears unto any in that mira- 
cul us vertue of healing, but is way of anity with che parcy . 
healed, Therefore ic is, that Chrift will have the ftone rouled aay 
from the Sepulchre, rhac nothing interpofe betwixt Lazarus and 
himielte. when he r ftores hin from death to life; . 

Alfo Eli{ba will be (but up in the fame roome with the widows fonne, 
when hee rayieth him up from the dead; and Paal the Ap fle 
falls upsn Exsichus and embraceth bia, when he brings bis {piritinto | 
him agayn. . er 

Furthermore, where this true Elderfhip appears, it ever come 
municates a like vertueto every individuall.of the body, for the 
fpirit is not received by meafure; for thac which init felfe is emence, 
carinot be received by meatures they that go about to perf{wade 
men that fome have a greater portion of the fpiric, and fome 
have a leffe meafure thereof, they may upon as good g: ounds pere= 
{wade men that fome (hall be faved , and be happy and blefida_ 
long time , and fome a shorter time ; for if che {pirit of Godin 

“any 


_aay poynt of our falvation be fubje& to meafure in latitude, ic is 


ka 


ateruly fudjett to be meafured and bounded in longirade » and 


then falvacion is voyd, which is the do@rine of the mof ofcur 
Elders in thefe dayes: buc the fpirit of glory and of God 5 that refig 
upon the Saints through this fickneffe and feffering , is neicher 
given out Nor received by mzafure, bat is unmeafurable in all its 
operations, whether in prayer or in prophefie 3 for they are fa 
nearcin allyanc. Gat that which is the {picic of Prophefie in Eli. 
ab (inthe hiftory ) in his fhutcing up of the heavens, and reftrai~ 
ning chem from raine; and alfoin the opening of them, to give 
raynhin abundance, is fayd hereby our Apofile in this Chap:er 
to be prayer : Prayer therefore and Prophefiz are of like natur-, 
and of like fame in che the houfe of God ; fothatto prefer one 
before che other, or to contayne the one, harder to be attayned 
then the other; or that one is of more ufe inthe Church then the 
other, is not according to che judgment of God, but only in hu- 
mane wifdome, and the Serpents fubciley and policy, chat things 


are fo carryed in the worldcolead men along in blindneffe , by 


{peaking uf the word of God in fuch unknown languzg:s, which 
are not to be heard in the houfe of God ; for there is no office of 


Chrift whatfoever, or exercife of his {piric, that one ought to be 
_p-eferred before another , only the call of God makes every one 


chief and principal] in ics time and feafon. If men would well 
confider chis, they might as wel! lay out money upon their chile 


dren in the Schools to learn themto pray, 38 to teach them to 


preach, in cafe the Spirit of God might be bought for money. 

But the poynt is, that true Prayer and Prophefie do give and 
proclayin a like honour, vertue and power to Chrift ia whomfo- 
ever he appears: and they are fonear a kin, that the Apoftleap- 
p>ynts oneand the fame law in the exercile of them both 5 that 
is, in prayer and prophefie the man is to be uncovered, and in prayer and 

ropbefte the woman is to be covered. Andiris ofuall in Scripture to 
ufe one phrafe chat fignifies boch, as inthe Plalms ; Let God arife 
prayer- wife; oras the word may beas truly read, God will arije, 
of God {ball avife,and bis enemies ball be {cattered (prophetically.) 

The rea(on is, b.caufe none but a Seer can be a fupplicanc, if 
he behold not the thing by the fpirit of interpretation or pro- 
phefie, to give a true form unto ir; be can never fue for it, becanfe 
he knows not what ic is. U To 
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To conclude this point, this a& of the Elders may cither be ca- 
ken to pray with bim, or prophefic with bim ; for we fee the {pi- 
ric of God ufeth them indifferently, the onefor the other, as in 
that inftence of Eliah which he bringsin, in teaching this do- 
Grine, for che one is as healchfull and neceffary for the recove- 
ry and well-being of che foule, as the other, and of as wonder- 
fall and miraculous effe& for remiffion and confirmation, and 
cannot be in exercife by any, either the one or the other, but as 
itis accompanyed wich the holy oyle, even that annoynting which 


geacheth all things, and bath no ned to be taught of man; that is, ithach_ 


no need of humane kill, waich fais infinitely fhore of that which 


-it brings the foule unto,and inftruc&ts and teacheth it in,and chat 


leads us tothe fecond poyntin cheexercife of the Elders, They 
annoynt bim with oyle. i 

3. This fick party therefore, or all fuch as are dead to the law 
of the lecter, or carnall command ; that is, to the word of God, 
as ic is formed and fafhioned, chrough the wifdome, art, and skill 
of humane principles, which the Schools of Learning among the 
fons of menin the world are only exercifedin, and converfant 
about, or elfe they fhould undermine their owne foundations, 
and fo let, fall their building 5 for Gods wifdome once Jayd in 


of the Serpent, and fo is Satanicall folly. 

But we mutt know, that the Elderthip of I/rael confifts of the 
firft-born of God, and no other, unto whom the Scripsures look 
in the firft-born of every Tribe or family of I/rael, to inftru& us 


in that family which the Apoftle {peaks of,that the whole & eve- ~ 


ry part thereof is named, or hath its renown and authority only 
of,and from the Father of our Lord Jefus Chrift,as Paul affirms to 
the Epbefians, as being of no other but ofhis crue and proper offs 
fpring, foasto make a difference of the fons of God (none ex- 
cepted.) ag one being of greater eminency, birth, breeding, or exe 
cellency, then another, is to caft reproach upon that one only fa= 
ther of whom cvery one is named that appertayns to that family, 
as though he were not of like power and glory, with refpe& unto 
them all; or as though hechanged his a&in producing of his on- 


ly fon, which cends tonothing elfe, but to make the feed of ibe ‘ 
bond-wman heire with the feed of the promi fe, and guilefully to give 


; the 


- the defcention of the Son of God, overthrowsitall, as ic comes 


the wicked intereftin the promife, whereas the word of the curfs 
is only their inheritance. 

But che children of this off- {pring baving the name of this one 
Father called upon them, or they calledby his name holy and 
blefied for ever, every one a8 a firft-born of God, bearing his 
name and authority, isKing, P.ictt, and Prophec ( by veriue 
thereof ) in the family, and there cannot be any inferioar among 
fuch, as co whom God communicates himfelfe ia che whole off- 
{pring ; nor can one be in account and reckoning before another, 
For of bis owne will begate be us by the word of truth, that we foould be 
the firft fruits of bim, who is no lefle chen che evernall father. 

So «hac it is ianpoflible chat this Elderfhip fhould appear, and. 
not be annoynted with che boly oyle, for it is their proper pa- 
trimony and birtheright, and therefore they ever appeare inve- 
fled therewith, which ever carries in is che fame vercue of healing 
this fick party in all ages and times of che world; enda like mi- 
raculous recovery and reftauration, where-ever they are called 
for by che {pirie of true interpretation or prophefie 3 for they 
cannot with-hold, but muft impart to every one in the family 
that which themfelves are bleffed wichall : For none can know 
what is the right of the firft-born of God, and be poffeffed there- 
with, but he moft freely impart it to every onein the family. 

For the Spirit of Chriftis ever like it felfe in all ages, only men 
deceive chemfelves by miftake of the variccy of figures , wherein 
God in one Chrift, or holy annoyniing commends himfelfe unto 


_us, doting upon the fhadow wherein the fubftance is wrapped up 


as under Mo/es vale, and they fee it not, nor can endure the glory 

and fhine thereof 
But to whomfoever Chrift unveyles himfelfe, hee imparts 
whole and compleat faivasion to every one, elfe it cannot be 
the falvation of God; for he, or it, cannot be divided, and there- 
fore the holy un&ion is alike thed forth to every one in this King~ 
dome: and they that have ic, muff of neceflicy annoynt every one 
inco whofe fellowfhip they are called, according to the nature 
of the call of chis fick party, ifthey be Elders, having it by right 
ofinhscritance, of whom it may be faid, Thou art my fon , this day 
bave I begottenthee : For the day wherein Chrift ig begotten, or 
the day of falvation, or of the perio: 5 a8 the word will beare, 
2 is 
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is like che fowenth day ia the Creation » whireunto neither eves 
nig Bur mornirg are annixed, as to cite reff of che dayes, foric 


is ever the fame wherein the Son is brgotcen, even an eternal] light 


or day : Therefore this E’de:thip kno ving it tobe the birch-day 
ot the Son of God, inibar reiurre@ion of the dead > they cinsct 
Wih: hold the whole Kir gdome, nor any piiviledy, prerogacive, 
or royaity thereof, from any one that appertayus or belongs 
thereunto. 

Fheufe and benetit of the holy un&ion therefore ig not yet 
ceated, for chen che kingdome of Gad thou'd ceafe : for all things 
in it that ever were, are, or fhall be ia it caken andundes flood ac. 
cording to the mied of God, are of the fame duration that the 
kingdome ic felfe is, which muff be as ancient is the King him- 
felfe. Buc the carnallizing of the word of God in chat and all 
things is ceafed unto us, according to che Leviticall fervices, che 
Kingdom & Prief-hood thereof holding no proportion with rhe 
Kingdom & Priefehood of our Melckr{-dech:For men may as weil 
go avout to divide the Red Sea, wich a mazeriafl red or wand, as 
to poure oyle upon a fick body, to give him healch and forgive- 
neffe of fing: Let us know therefore, thar fuctras trade in maceri- 
all oyle, water, bread, wine, gcftures and v:mente, they are fuch 
as {crvein che oldneffe of the lecter that kills its fubj&, and not 
in cl e newneile of the fpiric which gives lifetothem thatare ex-~ 
ercifed thercin : And tomakea difference between the hifories 
of Coriftand bis Apoftles, as being more cleer, andto be pratti- 
fed in the letter, then the hiflories of Afofes and the Prophets, it 
ig.a meer trick and device to deceive the world; for the one hath 
as great a vaile upon it asthe orher, and needs the fame fpirit of 
interpretation to open it 5 For Chrift bimfelfe uttered bis minde in 
parables, and without a parable (faith the Text) fpake be nothing. We 
conclude then, that every Saint ot God having received that {pi- 
rit of antiquity which only makes an Eider or Governour in the 
kingdom of Gods without which,no crue Saintthip or holineffe, - 
being a fpirit of Princely rule, dominion,undaunted courage and 
fortitude in the chings of God, whatfoever he may appeare to be 
in the eyes of the world, and judgment of men, yet he is one that 
fheds forth the holy oyle, having the materials of which i¢con- 
fits, and skill tocompofe the ingredients, according to the de- 
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vice of wifdume, or that word of God which he pours out in 
prayer and prophetic, to the healing of the fick, ftrengthening of 
the weak, quickning of the dead, and acquitting of the foul from 
the guile ot finne, inall fuch who finde chemiclves dead unco all 
fuch things aa mn nacurally live unto, ag they are che proper off~ 
 fpring of che earthly man; and chefe Elders do ever acknowledg 
as great an exceilency,and no le(le miraculous a& in him chat re-. 
ceivesthe union, as in him chat poursic oucs for none buc the 
 firft-born of God( whofe right it only is) cam receive it, nor 
gan any of lefle authority , or more inferiour off-{pring thed is 
forth. 

Object. Buz fome will fay, Fhat this do€trine denies that order (et 
in the fociety of man-kinde, confifting of fuperiour, avd inferiour. 

Anjw. To this we an{wer 5 that the order fet in nature in 
poyne of {:x2, ape, gifts, place, &c. they are all as tignificant in~ 
celfigencers of higher, and more noble and durable things ; for 
as it was in the creation of all things in the beginning, fo it is 
now inthis poynt, there being refpe& had unto man-kind in e- 
very particular work of Gods hand, for whofe ufe and fervice 
chey were all created, andhe the laft, as being the endand {cope 
of them all, who was indeed that Microcojmus in hiasfelie as the 
very fum and Epitomy of them all: Even fo man in himicif con- 
fidercd, or with refpe& unto any creature,aGt,or thing, unto web 
he may ftand in any relation whatfoever to things in heaven or 
in eartb, hebath therein a proper refpest unto the Son of God, 
Jefus Chrift, poynting at, and leading unto him , even as all o- 
eher creatures had a proper afpedt upon man-kind for whom they: 
ere made and whenfoever the thing taught by ( which is che 
Son of God ) appeareth, whois the truth and fubftance of them. 
| all then che fhadows fly away, andareot no more validicy nor 
gilue toa knowing and inlightned mind, which carrics fome re- 
femblance of the body and fubftance, but holds no weight, va- 
Juc, or confiderable worch with che fame ; therefore when ever 
Chrift appears, who is the end: and fobfance of the law, them 
doth the letter becake it felfe to-ite re(pitillian wings, andis no 
more; in poist of any account or reckoning with che fonnes of 
God, who weigh and meafure all things according to thatlaw of 
- ghe fpiris of life which is in Jefus Chrift, : 
| OF 


| For the unity and conjun@ion of God and man fimply conf= 
dered, isthat reall and fubftantiall (aos, or unformed thing, 
taught unto usby that in the beginning, which no mind or heare 
of man can fo light up it felfeas to give a comely form unto the 
fame, or deck it with ornaments pleafing unto a meer Creature, | 
that is, chat God fhould be made man, and become a creature, 
‘who is the Creator of all things ; or that man being a creature, 
{hould be made the Son of God, he thag creates ali things, witb. 
out whom nothing is made. ; 

Now the wifdome of the {pirie of God brooding upon this deep, 
asin the beginning, brings forthall the ornaments of Chrift in 

~hisunity , offices, vertues, relations, and Operations whatioe-. 
ver, who indeed is chat Microcofmus, furnifhed and adorned with 
all thote fuper-eminene excellencies and glory of the fon of God, 
being thac world whereof his kingdome doth confit, which is 
the world to come, or elie ic could not be happineffe unto the inbabi- 
tants thereof, ific were not to come as really as now it is : For athe 
was betore che earlieft time that can be reckoned, or retreated, 
and fallen back unto, even fo he will be, or is to come » beyond the 
Jateft houre that evr can be marched unto hereafter, 

And in thi: Chaos drawn out unto thefe Ornaments, and beay= 
tified with thefe honourabe and eternall vertucs in Chrift, the or- 
der of God, or the God. like order doth confift, who t that God of 
order, and not of confufion ; and the mofteminent and ftr:&eft order 

in the worlds accounc, befideg this, is reall confusion : Yea, thae 
Bubylon the great, the mother of barlots, which the Scriptures fore- 
warasusof : and this order arifech, and is drawn out of the 
Chaos of God and man being made one, through that wifdomeor 
{picit of the creature brooding upon the fame deep of the faidChao $5 
drawing it out inco the ‘ines and lineaments proper to the prin- 
ciples and capacities of 2 creature, wherein the letter of the word 
doch confift, adorning it felfe with che excellencies and abilicies 


me 


RR ARP CAREY AE LL ROLE .. Oa ries 
TT Bedi: i be - bee igh a ie a iy. 
“sii 2 ‘ 
Cite x . hig . 
3 + ieee x 
' id wk 
Fe 


a, ww hac 2 
as OR eens ener nea 


7, 


of the creature, and not of God the Creator; in which refpee ic 


is fayd to be a houfe of mans building, and not of Gods = And this is 
_the proper order and reformation of the world, food for, and 
maintained to this day by Schools, Libraries, and Records » by 
Art, ftudy, and Law; by policy, experiments, and force of arms, 
wnto which the moft eminent and fublime order and inftitution 


of 


i 
{| 
| 


ul 


ae a 
4g 
"oA ne + 
| fet 


of the wifdome and {piris of God, areas a formlefle Chaos, and 
moft dangerons gulfe: and this wifdome or device of man hath 
argumen:s according to its proper {phear it works in, as puncu- 
all and proper for the confervation and binding over of it felfe 
unto deftruction , as the wifdome of God hath in that way of 
Chrift, for the laying down of his life unto falvation. 

We chwart aot then the order and inftinG of any creature, but 
Give ic its proper due for which it was made » which is either to 
give intelligence, by breathing out its proper life in the fouls of 
the Saints, in dire&ting unto another in whom the order of hea- 
ven and earth, which abides for ever is eftablifhed , orelfe to re= 
tayn its own proper life, which is earthly, in the expiration of 
the life of the ipicic of Gad, whereby it becomes a builder of the 
tower of Babylon, che one receives inftru@ion from the world, in 
the expiration of the life of it in himfelfe, ic becoming as a cruci- 
fied, and dead carkaffe unto him, whereby he is made alive uato 
God ; and the other receives inflrcuStion from the kingdome of 
God, in the expiration of the life of all the things thereof in him- 
felfe, fo avitis made by his Wifdome, as a crucified and dead 
thing unto him, whereby he is made alive unto the world , and 
the things thereof, adorning and {applying of himfelfe wich the 
arm of fiefh, and fo becomes as cruly Sacanicall, as che Saints be= 
come holy andgodly. [c is no more wrong therefore to look 
upon the glory and goodlineffe of man, as the flower of graffe, or 
thing of nought ; when Chrift was made manifell, then ic was 
wrong to the reft of the creatures, when man was made as Lord of 
them all; which before chat, exe bruit beafts of the field might feena 
to have dominion of the earth. 

Thofe therefore that would have the (hadows of the night to 
retayn forme excellency in their place,and not to Aye away when 
thas Sun of righteou(neffe arifeth , and theweth forth himéelfe. Lert 
fuch make their opinion good untothe world , by recayning of 


Tikedelight in, and having like efteem of fuch ratzles and baubles - 


in thetime of their Seniority, as they delighted themfelves with 
in the dayes of their minority , and fo much in anfwer to the ob- 
jeGion. 

3- Thethird poynt is the praGtice of the Elders, and that is the. 
manner how they annoyne the fick party, and chavis iu thename 
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 #ftbe Lord, or into the power and authority of che Lord Chrift ; 
tor by this unGion we are gathered up, and are all drunke into one 
{pirit of Fefus Chrift : So chat men may as fittingly preach the wif- 
dome ot man to be no better then the underftanding of a bruit 
beaft, asco ceach that the (piri of a Criftian is inferiour to the 
wifdome of Godin Chrilt, for they are one, as the wifdome of 
manisone. a 

Therefore the a&tions of a Chriftian {pring from the proper E- 
di&sand Ioftitutions of G d according co the law of faich, with - 
refpec unto thofe relations and operations eltablifhed between 
God and man in Ghrift, oc in the unGion, and not from thofe re- 
lations and refpe&s which nacurall inftin&ts and bumane wifdom 
bath founded and fer up between creature and creature, which 
the beafts of the field, and fowles of ‘he ayre are for che moft part 
inclinadle unto, as well as manekind: So that there is fomething 
chat is proper unto God only, that isa relacive in all the actions 
ofa Chriftian, or elfe itis nordone by che law of faich, which 
flands in all terms of relacion between God and man, andnot 
becween creature and creature: and thereby is every Chriftian 
made Lord ofall, which otherwife they could not be ; forby 
this means no creature can lay claym unro them, bat they areon- 
ly the Lords, the obligatious funding only b:cween God and 
man, in that law of faith or (udiiftance of God and man in one, 
by the un&ion, which is Chrift. 

Secondly, the aétions and demeanors ofa Chriftian, havein 
them che effe& of Gods power and authority , as well as {pring 
from fucha root; fo that they prove truicful, either ts be a favour 
of life unto life, or of death wito death. The dottrine, wayes, and 
countell of a Ghriftizn have a certain vertae of Godin them to 
produce life unto lite unto them that are faved, or to work life 
in life (as the word may be read) in others; for they bring foreh 
in the chofen of Goda life which bach all manner of livelineffe 
infolded and wrapped up therein 5 for as the wifcdome of God is 
fayd to be a manifold wifdome , fo is the life of God a manifold life, 

which can never be untoldcd and made manifeft unto theutcer= 
moft, for then it were not infinice and eternal] : So thar if che Go- 
fpel bring forth and produce the lifeof Faith, ic hath che life of 
hope in ir, and ia all things that can be hop¢d for 5 which as they 
| . are 
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are obiained, very oe is as a tree of life : If ic produce love, there is 
wrapped up therein che life of che love of all lovely relations, as” 
Faiher, Son, Husband, Wife, love of all kinds of triend{hip , and 
the like ; lf ic bring forth the life of joy, chere is wrapt up therein 
the life of all joyfull things; in the life of profpericy there is the 
life of all proiperous ways : fothat whatfoever che Gofpel works 
in the foul, there is involved cherein all of chat kind chat evercan 
come into ufeand exercife; fo thacict is a bundle of life which 
none but the wifdome of Ged and the power of God can ever bind up 
together, or bring forth, 

‘Againc, ifa Chriftian or the Gofpel (for they are co-apparent, 
and were never one without another ) produce and bring forth 
death in any; itis death unto death, or ( death in death) chere is one 
death involved and wrapped up in another unto eternity , which 
can never be found out to the uttermoft, and yet no particular 
way of death doth ever aflwage fromthe height and extreamefi 
cerrour of it, nor ftand afide, asco permit an intermiflion, bur 
only fo, as to give way or being in another, to exercife its vertue 
in the full force and terrour thereof: So, as the King of fear chan= 
ging his countenance in point of wrath, may give the greater on- 
fet., and breed a frefh and unexpe&ted trouble and terrour 
in the foule, that ic thall never be inured or acquainted wich any 
particular terrour, fo as coabate che prefent fence of a heavy 
and infinite difpleafure, which nothing but Gods power and aue 
thority in thac way of the Curfe can poflibly bring to paffes 
sherefore this unGion invefts into the effe& of Gods power and 
authority, in that way of his Sonne Chrift Jefus our Lord, and 
therefore he brings in the royall effe& and power of prayer in 

the next place. 
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Verf.15. And the prayer of faith fball fave the ficke, 
and the Lord fhall raife him up: andif hee 
have committed fumes, they jhall be forgiven 

bm. 


Wherein obferve for order 5 


1. Wi hat manner of prayer this is, and that is, theprayer — 


of faith. ~ ; 


2. The a& or power of it what it doth, and that is threee a 


fold. 


1. It faves the ficke , it hath the power of falvation~ 


in it. : 
2, Itraifeth up as fromthe dead: And the Lord fhall 
raife him up. 
2. It hath init the power of pardon : Ifhe have com- 
mitted fins, they fhall be forgiven him. 
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7 Bi: for the manner of prayer here ufed, and that is, The prays 


er of faith, for that only is this healing prayer, it hath che 
vertue of health in ic. s 


By Faith chen,we are not co underflanda notional perfe&ion,as 


having Chrift only as the obje& of ic, as the common opinion is, 
but we are to underftand ic as the Apoffle defines ic 5 namely, that 
it is the Hypoftacis, or fubfiftance, not only of things unfeen and 
hoped for, but alfo in prefent being, & demonftration ; for fo much 


our Apoftle afficms of it, that it # the (ubfiftance of things boped for, : 


and the demon ftration of things not feene ; that is, itis the prefentbe- 


ing of things that are alfo tocome, for they are unto eternity : and 
it is a demonftracive argument (as the word there fignifies ) 


which makes things co be in prefent appearance that yet are not 
feen ; for the depth of Gods coynfels can never be founded, but — 


are infinitely as a treafury to be broughe forch, which things ied 
not made good, but only in the Son of God, who only can ayy 
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Before Abraham was, I am, and yet am te come : So that prayer con. 
hits not of a requeft made by a meere creature unto the bavifible 
God : But ic is an eppeale made by the Son of God, who confifts 
of humane nature and divine (as the common phrafe is } God 
and man as one fimple a&, undiffoivable, and eternal! creation, 
Therefore it i8 fayd, chat we know not bow to pray as we ought, but 


ibe {pirit it felfe maketh intercefion for w. Now there is no {picit of 


God confiderable,disjoyned trom the {piric of man,no more then 
there can be a Chrift deftitute of humane nature 3 therefore it is 
fayd, That be that ws joyned unio the Lord i one fpirtt: For God and 
man in Chriftare never feparated, no more then the Father and 
the Son can be divided , for they are but one eftate and condition 
in which the wifdome of God , together with all his proper and 
native excellencies do confit : So that there is no Chrift or An« 
noynted confiderabie, but as confifting of divine and humane na- 
ture, or aptitudes to do. 

Therefore the tpitic of God maketk requeft, but ic is with grog 
nings or fighes which are proper unte man: and they are fayd to be 


fighes not utterable, becaute there is in prayer a fighing or breathing 


out of lite, as che laft breath , never to be refumed or taken in aq 
gaine in regard of that fpirit living to any carnall or corruptible 


__. thing, and this is a thing can never be uttered by any unbeliever, 
for they never figh, as fending out their laft breath, in regard of 


ever living agayn co the law of the flefh, therefore not utterable 


: by any that is defticuce of the fpizit of God. 


Again, chere is a figh in prayer as being the laft breath, and ut- 
ter ceffation of life in the men of the world, which is never refu- 
med or taken in again, and chat isthe breaching out of the life of 
the fpirit in che wicked, never co live unto God, in any fpirituall 


_or heavenly vertue proper to the Sonne of God, of which there is 


an utter diffolution and ceffation in the men of the world, and 


this is unucterable alfo, for it can never be uttered or cxprefled 


_in the ftate of Chriftianity, where the {pirit of Chrift refides and 


dwels; andthe prayer of faich cannot be expreffid but with ree 


-fp«& unro thefe cwayn; the one is life loft in the Saints ; that is, 
_ the life of che flefh,buc itis extant in the men of the world, which 
_ is no leffe then chat {pirit of Sathan, or that dying life of the De- 
_ vill, and chis gives demention unto that from which we are ran- 
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co make fupplication for pardbn.. 


2% 
a ; 


fomed and delivered ; and the otber is life loft ‘iv tke men of the 


or “ psrld, bu: cerancin the Siinte of God, which is no leffe then 
“the lite of the Son of God, that holy one or ( Saint of Ffrael ) and 

-. Ahis giv: s Cemention unto that whereunco we are delivered, and 
sie ophereunto we are brought. ie 


Iris not a part thers fore, bue whole Chriftthat makes aa ap- 
pealein prayer, namely from thet which the Son cf perdition is, 
ntc shat which the Son of God is : and of fuach extention and 
comprehenfion igtrue prayers OF elfeit is not chat prayer of 
f-ith which is cf Gtuall snor canirbe faid otherwife to be thac 


- fpiric of interceflion which interpofeth ic felfe, and comes be- 


tween that depth of death, and that height of life, as in the parti- 
eipacion of them both, as being frecd from the one, and fet in the 
other, thacis, Death, as God is confidered, what heis, through 
that wifdome of the creature in that man of fin, and life, as man 
se con{idered in-the wifdome of God, in that man of God the 
Lord our Righteoufneffle, the Saints therefore can truly fay, 
Out of the de ps bave I cryed unto thee O Lord: andin that acknow- 
ledgment confeffe them felves te be fet upon the mountaine of Gods holi= 
ne fle, though it be p iradoxical!l unco the world.” 

Queft. But if whole Chrift be the upplicant, God and man, to whome 
then doth be appeal, to bimlelfe or to another. | 

Anfp. Nottoanother , as in point of reallity of {ubjiftance and be- 
ing, for it is one that pleads, and alfo gives Jiidgement, and-de- 
cermins the cave ; But he prayeth unto another, wich refpedt — 
nto the reallicy of the diftin@ion of glory, for fupplication and 
anfweraretruly twaine in the fame hypoftafis, for the glory of — 
the fupplicant isone, and the glory of the fuppleo is another, and — 


thefe give being each to other, elf they are not norcan fabfifjfor 


either of them ceafe to be without its relative, fothat prayer 

mu conGftof them both, elf it ceafeth to be prayer, for the 

fupplicant humbly proftrates the caufe-in the neceflity of, and 

eu refpr& anto fupply,. which is the glory of its office foto 
or, 

And the fuppleo yeelds releif, and fuppltes the necefficy, andie 
is the glory of it8 office fo to do : and it etcher of thele be wan- 
cing ina Chriflian fpiric, ic fubfifts nor, becaule it is notthe fpirtt — 
of the Son of God; in whom is power to forgive fins, as well as 


[157] 


So that the glory of the {peaker in prayer, or pleader of the 
cule before che Judge of all che earth, is one reall glory, and 
the glory of the tencence pafi.d thereupon, is another real glory, 
but both but one a& of the law,the glory of che fpeaker in prayer 
as Daniel calls it) is toopen the ciufe holding plea upon true 
principles unto the point of ifue, now Chrift is the end and iffue 
of thelawin all: points of relation and cautes depending beween 


- Godand man-whatfoever. 


Againe, the glory of the Judge is to paffe fentence, according 
tothe lew in the point of iffue, fo that the c:ufe pleaded, and 
Judgement given, is but one att of the law, which is Chrift; and 


in cale either of thefebe wanting ina Chriftian, he ceafeth to be 


that law of the {piric of life which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord/bip, 
and is become that law of fin and death. 

So thac the party praying, and the party prayed unto, are ont 
in point of bypoftacis and being, and che party or c flize of prayer, 
andthe party or office of hearing, or an{wering, are twain, in 
poincof the variety in reallicy of glory, for Godand man-are 
compleatly in unity in them both, el fe Chrift is divided. 

Even asic is faid, that itis a more bleffed ching co give then to 
reccivé, which the Apoftle affi:ms to be the faying of Chrift, 
though we finde no fuch place in Scripture, in. fo. many words; 
fo that it may feem that the whole Gofpel or fpeech of Chriftis 
fummed uptherein, namely in giving and receiving, as he faith 
to his Difciples,in fending them out to preach,freely you have re- 
ceived and freely do you give; fo that it is a more bleffed thing to 
give then to receive ; thatis, icis another thing, a further glory; 
a various vertue in the Sonne of God, as if hefhould fay, iris a 
bleffed ching to receive; moreover, or furthermore, itisa bleffed 
thing to give, for the oneis the blefling of giving, and hath 
ics reall and peculiar bleffedneffe really confifting therein , and 
the other ie the blefling of receiving and hath ics reall and peculi- 
ar bleffedneffe really confifting therein, and one of thele cannot 


be without the other, for no giver without a receiver, andno re- 


cciver without a giver, and each of chem hith whole Ghrift exer- 
cifed therein,that only blefled one;& therefore as the bearingedres 
and the feing eye are both alike of the Lord,fo it is true of giving and 
receiving, and the differer ¢e ftands ontly in the variety of glory, 
even as in the three witneffes that bezr record in heaven, no ogher 


difproporticn can be found. Kor. 
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a8 to receive the things that are of God, for they are {pivitually to be dij- 
cerned, and apprehend:d, and laid hold of, tor wone knows tbe 
things of God but the (pirit of God, no more thea any other crea- 


‘ture can Know thedpiric of aman but onely he that is of his 
own kinde. : 


And ic is che Son of God onely that knows the father, and iris 
the Son only that reveals him, for no man knowes the father but the 
Son, and be to whom the Son. reveales bim. 


We conclude then, that prayer confilts of whole Chrift, and 


that boch in point of petition, as alfoin the anfwer, otherwife 


it is not this prayer of faici: and therefore it is, chat prayer is of 
that validicy and forceas todo {uch mighty things as are here 
attributed unio it. As Lis 

Firft ic faves the fick, it hach the vertue and power of falvation 
ann«xed unco it, whichjcan be afcribed unto nothing but unto 
Chrift alone, who never was nor can be known buc in the exers 
cife of au office, tor it isthe vertue and power of the {piric of 
G id chac makes manifeft the Son of God, and ic is he alone thas 
faves, for be bata falvation. ; 

- Trerefore it isiaid, deliver my foul fromthe (word, my darling, or 
asthe word fignifi.s, my acnely joule (as having no copartner ) 
from the power of the dog, atid itis he chat comes meek and lowly, as 
the Proph “4 Z: chariah faich. favirig bim felf. and noe another ; for 
as the facher and che Son ase one, fo is the Lord and the Di{fciple ones 
the Saviour and the faved are one, elie Chrift thould not be Gode 
man. 

Salvation then isin prayer, asthe Scriptures teftifie, andthe 
time is come that every one, or whofeever callon the name of the Lord 
fhallbe faved; many teach that faivation is only by faith, ‘that 
neither know what faith nor (al vation ig, for faith hath falvation 
init onely asitis, that hypoftacie and fwbfiftance of the Son of 
God ;and{o Paulcescheth faith witkout works 5 that is, without 
the works of the law, which he calls dead works, becanfe the life 
and ‘piri: ot the Son of God is notin them : buc our Apofile 
James a{cribes faivation unto works, and declines faith, as being 
the beliefe of devils; tha is, foch faich as hath not the powerful 
operations ot God working in and together with ir, fo chat che 


re 
is 
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‘fs compleac falvation in any proper work or operation of che 

Son of God, as well as in faich 5 cherefore Chrift concludes, that 

the great work and operation of God to be in faich, for faith is 

PR the works of God, nor che works of Gud without 
aich. 

Weare alfo fid to be faved by bope, as well as by cither faish 
or work, there is falvation alfo in love, for it is the felfiiting of the 
law :and where the law is compleat and full, here cow be nv cone 

_demnation,but perfe& acquittance and fa) vation ; ;¢a God is love, 
and be that dwells in love dwells its God, aud Godinbim, which canct 
be without falvation ; yea falvacion is in patience, for ke that cone 
tinues to the end fhall be faved, fo that we are faved by it. 

Furthermore we are faved by wifdome; tor the poor man by bis 
wifdorte faves the whole City of God, though bis wi(dome be de {pifed, and 

bis words not beard by the wife of che world. 

And to conclude this point, falvation is in prayer, it faves the 
fick, becaufe itis the fubfiftance of the mediator-fhip of the Son of 
God, which is ever one and the fame, where, when, or in whom- 
foever it appears, alchough ic be fo lictlein ufe, and fo lightly 
accounted of in thefe days wherein we live. 

Secondly, it hath in it the vertge and power of the refurre&i- 
on from the dead, as ic is faid, the Lord (ball raife bim up : chere is in 
prayer 2 Lord-like authority, to rife out of chat grave of fin and 
forrow, of death and deftru&tion, fo as none fhall have dominion 
over it to keep it under, for it cannot be held of death, but it will 
remove the ftone from the Sepulchre, and deface and break open 
the feal of Hered himfelfe, though fet upon it by the cheif Preifts 
and Pharifees, making it as (ure as they can;it will make the houfe 
of the carnall Fewsto thake, when che Apoftles of Chrift are ga- 
thered together, or brought into unity and Aarmony by that re- 
conciling {pirit of interpretation. 

fc will make the foundations of the Prifon to fhake, where the 
fpirit of our great Apoitle is infringed, cafting open the doors, 

and laying waft {uch power to the aftonifhment of che Jaylors 

themfelves, whoever they may be ; yea ic will raife Pettr Up out 
of the dungeon, and canfe his chains to fall off from his hands to 
his’own admiration and wonder. 


Ina word, prayer hash in ig the power and vercuc of the refur- 
| | reGion,, 
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yection , becaufeicis the breaching of the Son of God returned 
from death co hte this word bebeld be prayeth, was an argument 
{aflicint co prov: Paul change froma Saul, andto beriien up 
sut of chat grave and puddle of the Jewifh, licteral, end carnall. 
worthips, and from thacdeadly {piric of perfecution which evez 
accompanies fuch maner of fervices. ay 

Thirdly, prayer hath inicthe power of pardon and forgive- 
nefle of fins ; for if he. have commiiced fins they fhall be forgiven 
him, orin che prefent tence as the word will bear, chey are for- 
givea him ; thatis, co every one that-partakes in this prayer of 
faith. | 

To commit fin here is tobe underftood in a two-fold refpe&, 
thacis negatively, and afi matively, of which the breach of law 
being fin, doth conlilt; now to fin,and prove a delinquent in o- — 
mitting, and not doing that which is requiredis to negle& and 
leave undone that which che carnal commandement according to 
the firi& {pirit of a Pharifee calls for; fuch fin, or mifling ot the 
rule of the carnall commandement ftanding in outward ordinan- 
ces ig here co be underftood, which is the onely fin condemned by 
acarnall few, and this law the prayer of faith doth rout, ravell, 
undo, and abrogate, with refpe& unco the obligation thereof ia 
the true intent of a Pharafaical Few. 

And againft this law doth crue prayer fin, in all its fupplicati- 
ons, interceflions, and rcquefts ; for the prayer of faith obferves 
not in the leaft in any point, that law of the fpiric of bondage, 
which onely obligeth to the law of the flefh, nor can it keep and 
perform that {pirit of enmicy which Chrift Je‘us nailes to his: 
Croffe and flays in himfelfe, and therefore a finne ina Saint, in 
way of negation, againft che affirmative part of the law of the 
fi-fh. | 

Againe, there is a fin committed affirmatively, and that is by 
reall a@ing and doing, according to the law of the {pirit of life 
which is in Chrift Jefus our Lord, which the wifdome of man in 
that carnal] law forbids, and that under che penalty of errour, 
{chifm,herefie,pride,blafphemy, and death ic {elf. 

_ Forevery point of the law of the fpirit rightly compofed ace 
cording to the prin ciples and grounds of faith, is moft heinous, 
wicked, deteftable, finful], and abominable in the eyes of a carnal 
mane | Now — 


i 


Now the breach, difannulling, and abrogating of the carnal] 
command (tor which the Fewes fo hated Chriit ) is the truth of 
the matter, the reality sand ever carrics in it che remiffion, pardon 
and forgivenes of {ins in the Saints, as furely ag the breach of the 
law of the (pirir, and that everlafting Covenanc of God carries 
in it, guilt, crime, and is the condemnation of the world. 

Por every fin and olafphemy againft che Son of man ( that is, 
againft che wifdome, will, power, and authority of che arme of 
flefh ) thall be forgiven, or it is forgiven, for ic hath the acquite 
tance, general di{charge,and rejeafe in ic {elf « but he thag {peaks 
a word againft the holy {piric, chatis, again chat law of the {pi- 
rit, Or (piricaall eftate of thag holy one of God, it fhall never be 
forgiven; that is, he chac breaks the law of the {piric, in any 
word, or thing, as che phrafe imports, ichath in ic chat guile 

which can never be wiped our, neither in this world, that ts, in 
time prefent, nor in the world, or time, that isto come; or not 
in this world, thatis, inthe confcience of the party fo made 
guilty ; nor in the world co come, that is, in chat fentence of che 
righteous Judge which doth for ever adjudg and condemnic, fo 
that as the breach of the {piricual law hath in it an eternall guile 
unfeperably and enevicably faftned unto ic and accompaning the 
fame, even fo hath the breach or abrogation of the carnall law, 
an everlafting pardon, and acquittance before God faftned unto 
and ever accompaning the (ame. 

Note in this poinc that the Levitical law which the Apoftle ap= 

_pofeth tothe law of anendleffe life, doth not condemn, becaufe 
men fall fhortin fome particuiars of the fulfilment of the fame, 
but it condemns, and ie death unto him chat walks according to 


! the fame, or lives thereafter. 


‘ Therefore our Apoftle faith, If ye live after the fi fp ye foal dyes 
that is, if yee live according to che law of the carnall commande- 
“ment, for by it no fiefh can be juftihed ; or if yee minde the things 
of the fl: th 5 chat is (as che word fignines) if ye frame, form, or 
fafhon things unto your felfe according to the carnall command, 
art, or reafon of man, concerning the affairs of God, it ig death; 


| bucto live afeer the fpirie ; chatis, che iaw of the ipiric, or fpi- 


ritua}] law is life and peace; or eo minde the things of che {pirit, 
thatis, to form, frame, and fafhion things fpiricually, that is life 


ane 
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aiid peace; eodaycthe ong of chee is fin ade: rding to mans wil- 
dome, and ii. accounts, even fo isthe ocher fii according io 
Gods wifdonie, and his reckoumyp and #@ccount, jaigemenc . 
and doom patkd upon ic by an eternal end unchangeable fen- 
tence. : 

There iz pardon then, and power of forgiveneflc in prayer, be- 
erufe itty God chae ficceth upon that throne of grac. judging un- 
to fulbfication, who chen fhail condemn ?tor ic che fpicic of peace 
and fupplicacion, whereot prayer doch conlift, yea i: is the Son 
of God whois juftinedtwho chen thal lay any ching © the charge 
of Gods chofen,chat holy one of God? 

Por wherever the fpiris and vertue of Chriftis, there is power 
to forgive fing 5 therefore he faith (co Rop the mou:hof thofe les 
pall Pharifees) whether is it eafter to fay, thy fins are forgiven, or to fay 
take vp iby bedand walke, but tbat you may know that the Son of man 
bath power to forgive fins on-earth ; therefore 1 faid unto thee, urife, take 
up tby bed and go thy way into thine boufe. 

So thacto preach che Gofpel ro the reflauration of the foule 
from the policy 5 thatis, from the fear, terrors, and tremblings 
of the Jaw, asat Mount Sinai, to-bring it unto Zion, giving 
firength co cake up that and carry it unco its proper place, as chat 
man carried his bedinto che proper place, which is his houfe, 
which bcfore hed carried him «xurayaganely , and dileafedly a- 
bioad 3 whereicever the Gofpel exercifeth its power to raife up 
any to walk in the way of God, before others, in prayer or pro- 
phelie, or any appointment ot God according to the nature and 
feafon ofir, as that man is faid to walk before them all to their 
adniration 3 wherefoever the Gofplel is miniftred co that cffe@, 
there is alfo in that minifration power to forgive fin, for the one 
is of like cafe, and of likedifficuley asthe other is, yea they are 
both in one a@; for he that can preach the Gofpel to carry fin in- 
LO its proper place (which muft be done or elfe che Gofpel is not 
truly preached ) he muft of neccflicy remove ic from the chofen 
of God, wh'chis the true retnitting and pafling of it over unto 
anouner. ; : 

H-that hath power therefore to preach the Gofpel to the hea- 
ling of the Confcience of the palfie, ficknefle, or tremblings of. 
the law in the dead works thereof, or works of death, that man 


= 


_ hath power to forgive fis on-earth, forthey are infepsrable, and 
“Ghriit in chat place alluded wuto, makes chem one ; for ficft he 
faith , for iby firs be forgiv:n thee : andin the rehearfall of ithe 
faich, big fpeech was, arise take up thy bed and Walk, go thy way into 
thy boufe. | 

Ana we know that Chrift (aith co his Difciples, whofe fins ye Te~ 
mit they are remitted, and whofe fins ye retaine they are retained = And 
again, what ye biide on earth is bound in heaven, and what ye loofe on 
edrib, is loojedia heaven ; co walk and work therefore in the things 
ot God according to the power int-nded by the word of God, 
are of greater concernmenc then they would think; for to preach 
the Golpe/, in the revelation of the minde and will of Godasto 
anenely Son, ov to prefene our {upplicationsto God aa father 
from the minde and dijpofition of an onely fon, areof no leffe authority 
and power chen to to give fing 5 tor to pray with the [pirit and to pray 
with the unaerftanding alfo ; that is, to pray according ty the my fte- 
ry ot Chrifts meditation, and yet with that wifdome and skill of 
expreflion, asto unfoldand explaine itin the minds of others, 
thac they may afcend up unto God cogether therewith, as Mano- 
a’s Anglin the flame of the facrifices ; this,and to pardon fin, are of 
like power skill,and, authority, and a like weight lics upon both 
to whom({oever communicates in them. 

For to pardon fin is not to. change or, alter the minde of God 
toward that party, bucco explaine and interpret the minde of 
God concerning that party, which minde and will of God is the 
famein chat one fa'th of the Son of God to all the chofen of 
God, and wherefoever ir is rightly anfolded and made mani- 

-feft in the proclamation of peace and reconciliation of God 
and man in one; if the Son of peace be there, he acceptech and recei« 
vec the fame as che right.of his inhericance, 

Afche Elders pray or prophecy unto health therefore, they 
pray or propheite tothe remiffion of fans,in whomioeve, comnig= 
catesin the fame, bis fins are forgiven bim. : ? 

To conclude this point, it concerns us, then to know what fia 
is, that we may rightly conceive of ic, as is is par donable, and al- 
fo as it not pardonable, for there isa fin (faith che Apofile Fobn) 
which is not unto death, or which isnot in death, that is, it isnoe 
in that way of death; and there i a fin that ia i: death, I do not fay 

_ 2 that 


that you (ball pray for it; that is, youfhall not pray forthe pardon 
of it, becauie it is not to be pardoned; for where Chriftis once 
- ecucified in the fpirit, he ncver is to live in that-hears according — 
fo the {pirit, no more.chen where he is once crucified in the Aleth, 
he never livesanithac heareaccording to che fleth. 3 : 
Therefore in the next place he exhorts us unto the confffion 
of our faules, in che true acknowledgement of them one to ano- 
ther. ; 


Verl. 16. Confeffeyour fanlts one unto another, and pray 
one for another, that ye may be healed ; the ef= 
feduall fervent prayer of a righteows man a~ 
vaileth much. 


In thefe words obferve, 


1. An exhortation confifting of two parts, 
1. ‘To conféffe faults one co another, 
2. To pray one for another. 
2. The end wherefore ; That ye may be healed. | 
3. Areafon, ground, or caufe drawn from the nature of prayer, which 
is two~ fold. 
a. Tris effeQuall. 
(oo @. Tt fervents {SRE : 
4. The qualitie of the per fon praying 5 that is, A righteous man. 
5. The iffue or event of {uch prayer 5 It avayleth much. 


~g. A Ndfirtt for confeffion of faults, fins, or oberations from’a 
blaw; For where no law is, there # no tranfgrefion , for finne is 
the tranfpreffion ofalaw, or as the wordis, the wichoutnelfe ot a 
rule. vee 
Now there is the law of the flefh, or carnal] commandement, — 
which is ibe Jaw of finne and death : and there is the law of the /pirit, — 
or power of faich, which is che perfe@ rule of righteoufneffe, or 
law of the {pirit of life in Corift Fe(us. a eee 


shee 


oe 
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Now thecarnall commandemenc or perfunctory and fading 


ordinances may be broken, yea abrogated and mayled to the croffe, a 
tbat which is againft us, and yet forgiven ; for every breach os pier- 
cing throug) ot the fonne of man; chacis, mans inflitutions and 
appoyntments compofed by chat carnall law, {ball be forgiven , or 
are forgiven ; for the difannulling of mans wiidome, and in taat 
refpec to become a foole, is the eftadlifhment of Gods wildome, 
in che removall of all guile and condemnation from the foule. 

And there is the law of the (pirir, or of chat holy Ghokk, which 
ifaman fpeake @ word againft intentionally, or blafpheme and 

pierce through 5 that is, abrogate or make a nullity of ic, It (ball 
never be forgiven neither in this world nor in the world to come ; that is, 
neither in the prefent mind and con{cience of him that to doth, 
nor in that holy mind and judgment of Chrift, from pafling fen- 
tence againft it, being fo remote, and at fuch a diftance from it, 
and conerary untoic ; for the abrogation of the law of the {pirie 
is no leffe then to difannull that wifdome of God in Chrift; by 
which device only.the fin and guilt of the fons of men is taken a- 
way, and no other way, for elfe-where the redemption ‘of the 
foule ceafeth for ever. | ) 

Confeffion of fins then one to another; This phrafe one to another 
Gs of like nature, as when Mojes caft down his rod on the earth 
of Agypt, it became (or as the word is) ic was to a Serpent; when 
ic was on the ground, itwasaSerpent, a quite contrary thing 
then whenit isin hishand, or Miniffry; the one declaring the 
Dragons fury, in that government of Pharaoh in Egypt » and the 
other that rod or {cepter in the rule of Chrift, as that Shepheard 
and feeder of I{rael, as che word rod fignifies a Scepter. 

So thae when we confes fin, that is, the breach of the law of the 
{piricin the world, through the obfervation of the carnall come 
mand, where Chrift is bereaved of all his proper veriucs & opera= 
tions of his {pirit, it is unto anothersthat is, that ftate is become 
another thing ( as Mofes rod was ) chen the fon of God; for itis 
thac fon of perdition, even Sathan himfelfe, though under the fi- 
guce of an Angello f light, in the eye of the men of the world. 

« Again, when we confeffe fin ; chat is, the breach or abrogati- 
on of che law, or carnall command, that Chri is bereaved and 


- difpcyled of all glory, power, aud vertuc ofthe arm of ficth so 
: thas 
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that bis own arm faves and gers the vitory, vot by might, nor by pow- 
er, but by my fpirit, faith the Lord of bojts. We confefle, this finns a- 
gaingt the carnall command, unto the unisy of the {pis it, and che 
fulfilling of the law of Chrift, or of thac rule of cightcoufaeffe 
that is by faich in him, which is to another 3 that is, co another 
ching, face, and condition then that of che lecter thac ftinds iq 
outward obfervations, temporary engagements, atid pertorman- 
ces, and chis is that oneand alone good thing dejirable , that 


5 


~ Chriffof God that tarrieth and abideth forever, ~ 
To confeffe fin therefore, or co make profeffion of any thing ; 
that is. to praife or acknowledge it, is to give the thing its 
nature and properties unto the utmoft extent, and fo it muff _ 
be here to-an urter contrariety, vaft and perpetuated diftance — 
of the law of the fefh. and chase of the {piric, otherwife we contrae 
di& the command of God, by plowing with an oxe-e an affe together, 
by wearing a garment of lisnen and woollen, and by fowing our field 
With two kind; of feed. | 
Ow ft. Here arifeth a neceflary queflion 5 Whether in the acknowe 
ledgment of the nullity of the law of the carall commandement, unto that 
unity tbat is in (brift, aChriftian doth not thereby reckon and account all 
the vertue of the Son of Goctto be bis own prop-r-portion and patrimony, 
as aljo whether in acknowledgement of the nullity of that law éf the [pitir™ 
unto the rimity of the harlot, be doth not as nee: ffarily reckon unto binajlelf 
as bis due and proper right and inberitance , all ihoje vicious abominatisny 
ibat reft and abide in the bojome of that.man of finne , which i Ana 
ticbrift. < ‘ 
Anfr. To which we anfwer, chat there is a like truth and rea« 
lity in the acknowledgment of the one, as there isin ghe oiher, 
taken in a due refpe&, as the mind of God commends the {ame 
unto us, Where he faith 3 So then with my minde I my felfe {érve the 
law of God, but with my fle(b the law of fin. Por a Chriftian maf be 
plain down-right and seallin his acknowledgments before God, 
whether of fin, or of the fruits of righceoufnefle, yeainthe root 
and original] both of the one and of the other, | 
Ooje&. But a Chriftian by faith profesing the fruits of righteoufne/s, 
and fountaine out of which they flow , is endewed with ibe life and (pirit 
of them, according to their native property-in that bleffed (ubjedt of Chri= 
Hianity, el{e bis confegion of them é but as a fire paynted upon a wall, or 
— the f 
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the picture of aman carved out of wood cr ftone, that wants foule and {pi 
vit, tbe ground of motion and Operatisn. 

” For what a tt to profeffe or acknowledge the love of God , unleffe it be 
kindled in ovr hearts toa flame, that many waters cannot quench, 
neither the world drown 3 or to confeffe the power of Chrift, unleffe 
through him we be able to do all chines sor 10 praile the Kingdome, 
Pri: fiisood, anid propbeticall effi-e of Chrift, wileffe we bave the power of 
rale, reco’-ciliation, and interpretation in us. 

Will ti not themalfo follow , that if be deale faithfully and feafibly in 
the confeffion of fiz, as that he hath not the underitanding of a man, 
that he perfecuied che Church of God 5 thar be is the chiete of fin- 
ners; that che terrours cf the Almighry are upon him ; that out 
of the belly of Heli he cries unto God,chat he is that up, and can= 
notcomeocut. If he deale playnly in that, and be reall, sill it not fil- 
low, that be bath in. him the vicious defire of the flefh, the ftate of the De- 
vill ( if be be the chiefe of fiuners ) and partakes of the terrors of Satban 
fenfibly, if be cry out of the womb oj bell; that if the creature, man par- 
ticipate of jayes celeftiall andeternall in confefion and acknowledgment 
of them : So the creature or man muft partake of all abominations of finne,. 
and ftate and condition of the Devill, if be be reall alfo therein, in bis 
acknowl-dgments. | 

Anfw. Weanfwerin the name of God, that no fuch confee 
quence follows upon a reall conf flion of fin: Bur through the 
wifdome and device of God, it proves an eternal] feparation of 
the fpirit of a Chriftian from all fuch fins and forrows, juflly and 
really acknowledged in and upon man-kind, or that matter. 
whereof a Sains doth confift; and this is proved by a true and re- 
all diftribution of man, or of the creature, according to the word 
of the Lord gone outin the difpofing of it, a8 areall fubje& of. 
mercy and {cverity, of love and wrath. | | 

We are to take aman inva two-fold refpe& according to the 
‘ iatention and expreflion of the word of God, which rightly judg- 
ech and determineth all things. 

y. As it {peaketh on this wife, All power * given unto bim.in 
heaven andin earth, becaufe he ie che fon of man. 

’ Againe, whether isic eafier to fay, Arife, take up thy bed and 
walke ; orto fay, thy fins are forgiven , but that ye might know that the. 


fonne of man.hath power to forgive fins. So allo, bleffed i the man, he 
7 ais ecats 
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ob how happy ic is, and well for us, chat man going right for- 
ward, noc curning alide to the right band norco the lefe: The 
Hebrew word Afbretimports that fimple and immixt condition 
of man, which isonly found in that maa of God, Chrift Jefus, wbo 
is God bleffed for ever y being that beginning, head, or fountaine 
of the creation of God, that new creature : and in this fence is man, 
or the Greaiure confiderable in the an{wer of this objc&ion. 

2. Wearetotake man alfo in amother fenceinfinicely remote 
from this, where it is faid, man being in honour abideih not but is like | 
the beaft that perifoeth , and wousto chat man by whom the Sdn. A 
of manis betrayed ic were good tor chat man if be had never been; 
born ; alfo, ifan enemy bad done it | could have born it, but ig? - 
was thou Ob man, my familiar | {peaking of the trechary of 
Achitcpbel, and Prophecy ing ot Judas, into whom Satan entred, 
‘which is chat man of fin, that Antichrift and decciver,of which {pt- 
rit and power there were many in the Apoftles time : but the: 
Preifthood of our times bave coile&ed them into one man only, < 
and crowded him up only in chat corner of che world called.*=. 
Rome, that fo notice may not be taken of their oppofing and re- >" 
je&ing of Chrift to the deceiving of the people, as chac (pirit ever 
doth into him, or into ihem. Satan enters,or takes his beginning 
in them; for as the S n of God hath no beginning burin man, fo 
Saran, or the Devil harh no beginning, but in man, even in that» 
man of finand jon of perdition, for as the Scriprares give the word 
ofcrurh a being from the beginning, for inthe heginning was the 
word, «ven fo it gives Satan to be a Iyer from the b: ginning, and one 
‘thar abides not inthe truth: and this two-fold «fia © i# man co be ta= 
‘ken in, elfe know we not howto acknowler ge fin, nor how to 
“praife God for our detiverance into thofe f. uits and happy eftate 
of righteou{nefle by Chrift. 

)° Weanfwerthen, hee whena Chriffian confeffeth, acknowe 
: Tedgeth,or praifech che excellencies of God in Chrift,giving them 
ptheir proper and full vertue and extent, ar love, joy, mercy, gen= 
tlencfle, kindencffr, bounty, power , and eternal! goodnefie, 
man participates thereof 5 thecreature really and fenfibly pof- 
‘feffeth and enjoys themin the unfeigned and juft confeffion of 
them ; char is, the man of God, the new creature,which is that worke 

manfhip of Godin Chrift Jefus, and man-like Son of God, flan- 
| : ding 
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ding in that one alone fonthip of God not found extant’bat in 


Chrift that annointed one. 
: But man, or the creature, that is, that man of fin, made to be taken 
and deftroyed, ungodlike men, that man of Belial, that vaine and empty 
man of faith without works, of which beleite the Devill is, yea chat 
Antichriflian {pirit, wherever it is, that molds the worfhip of God 
into a form, tying hinlt6 appear in the {ame figure and pofture : 
Againe, we fay that manor that creature hath no fellowfhip with 
the things proper to the Son of God, as peace, joy, love, nor any 
of the fruice of the fpirit, which are by Chrift, heisa flranger 
unto them all,and therfore intermeddles not with the joy of the faints, 
though they be reall, forceable, and effectual] in the man of God,or 
faint by calling, when ever they are uttered or exprefied. 

Even fo there are the terrors of death, vexations of {pirit, guile 


_ of fin, condemnatory fentence of con{cience, that ever accompa- 
nics the fins confefled by a Saint really beyond any fhadow, or 
femblance, and that not bounded by tim’, but are eternall; and 


yet the man or the creature, that is, the man of God, or the mew crea~ 


l 


ture participates notin the leaftin any of their diftreffe, guilt, or 
| fear, no more then the wicked pareake in the joys of falvation in 
—Chrift; he hath no taint or tin&ure of the enmity of the Serpent, 
nor fence unto pangsand vexation of the guilt of corrupt and 
"defiled confcience, and yet faith truly and unfeignedly, this is my 


fin, this is my death, and this abomination is in me ; that is, iz 


"my flefb, or in chat carnal! eftate out of which Tam taken, where 
_dwels no good thing, but is a cage of all unclean and abominable fil- 
thinefle, and wickedneffe ; So thatin a true confeffion of fin ac- 


cording to faith ; not onely ic, but all its appurtenances are care 
ried fo) ch and fer upon their proper bafe; thasis, in chat land of 
Shiner, which is Babylon, that confufion gone over all che earth, 
which is that fri& compofure of things by mans wifdome, ac- 


cording to times, places, perfons, and temporary refpe&s what= 
| foever, which makes a nullity of Gods order, who isa God com- 


pofed thereof, and all things therein are illimitted,noc any thing 


tyedeotime, place, perfon, orany temporary or fading bond 


what foever, otherwile it is not the order of the Son of God,but a 
deviceand iaventions of man unto confufion, whether ehe Epha 


of wickednefle is carried , andis the houfe buile for ic where for 
ever 
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ever ic thall remaine and abide.. a ay | 
Thicher all fin and forrow in true confeffion is carried, as ful-. — 

ly a8 ull righteoutnetle and peace is carried onely into that hap- | 
py. ellate and, incomprehenfible order, thatis, of God by Jefug. 
Chill; the carnall minde, or man therefore, is onely ferfible of 
fin, in che way ot Gods difpleafure, pope of that vertuec of ree 
conciliation; and the {ptriruall minde, 


Uy an, i3 onely fenfible 
of all righteoufvefle in wey of the pace of God, bac not of that 


horror which comes through thac breach of the everlafting Go- 
vinant. ee | 


And yet is neither the one nor the other ve 

refpe& unto the others condition. 
For the wicked from the fight of the Saints beirg Jifted up in. 

that holy ur@icn, and caken into an everlaftng reigneandau- 
thocy, by unity with an omnipotence and all-f{ufficient power, 
are filled wich fesr and terror at the fight and apprehenfion there- 
af, as having the glory Of a righteous Judge; alfothe Saints of 
God beholding themfelves.Jifted up,andzken.out of that fearful 
and abominable ftate and condition of the wicked, rejoice there» 
At with joy ur {peakable and fullof glory 5. even as Noab, when:he faw 
the waters over-whelm and deftroy the world, was by thefame 
waters lifted up to heaven, as fafe from all rocks, mountaines, or 
hills.chat might annoy.him; fo the Saints {eeing how theSon of - 
God hath given bimfelfe unto death in the world ( never to live 
the life of the Son of God in them )-asaranfome, hereby he ig 
lifted up unto the throne of Gods glory in che Saints everlafting- 
ly, which carries wich it a holy thour, harmonious and melodi- 
ous finging and rejoycicng for ever, to fee the terrors of death 
captivated under eternall darknefle, which can never feize senlind 
trench upon that Sun of righteoufneffe which thineth in the faved 
of the Lord. : 

The fecond part of the exhortation is, to pray one for another; or 

appeal one to another; the word for, and to, are indifferently — 
taken,as you may {ce by the difference of tranflations. One faith, 
a Pfalm for the fons of Corab; and another faith, a Pfalme to the 
fens of Corab, fo that here it is taken for one to another s that is; in 
your confeffions of the nullity and breach of the law of the fpiric 
by thax wicked one; do you appeal coche law of che carnal] © 


command 


yd of fence, with. 


| Se Za 

command which is of fin and death, which is thereby eflablified 
and confirmed in the world, whereby the men thereof are effe@u- 
ally bound over (ander thac (piric of bondzgs ) co walk and 
work according to the letce¥ that kills, and to emulate, decline, 
and rej: (in all chings) che fpirie that giveth life, 

And az that Judgment-feat, behold the fammoning in, and che 
affermbling of all fin in the fight of God, by the crucification of 
Chrift, cogeher wich the manner of Gods excecution of wrath 
for your acquiceance and efcape : For in thac throneis afl fin — 
fummc<d up,as in that King of Tyrm, for corrupting the wifdome 
and prophanifig-the holy things of God, fee Ezek. 28. 

Againe in the acknowledgement of the breach and nullity of 
the Yaw of the fleth, appeal co che law of the fpiric, for icis che psr- 
f:&ion and fulfilment thereof; for che disjunGion from all carnal 
and diabolicall things, is the conjun@ion of God and man in 
Chrift, the crucification of Chrift by the miniftry of che letter in 
the world, is the raifing of him up from that death in che miniftry 
ofthe fpirit, in the Saints, for itis impoflible char che Sonne of 
God fhould be held of death, fo as nor to live his proper and na- 
tive life, 

If we expe&-unity with all the excellencies and virtues ofGod, 
we mufi be loo{ned and difunited from all carnal! relations and 
bonds, and we muft either have unity wich all the things proper 
unto God,-or none, for he cannot bedevided, therefore we muft 
admit of a cotall feperation from all carnal things ; thacis, fuch 
at fade & have an end; however we know that all things are law- 
ful with due refpe& unio Gods call in the ufe of them, yet are we 
not to be brought under the power of any thing as by abond 
fubjegted unco it, bucto ufe the world as though we ufed it nor, 
to marry as zhough we married noc, and to buy as though we 
pofke fled not, for the Son of God never acknowledged conjuga=- 
tion, or copulation, by any carnall tie, or bond ; therefore 
when his mother told him at the feaft, that they bad no wine, he 
{aich unto her, woman what bave I to do with thee , mite boure is not 
yet come, a2 to have my works and times fet and appointed unto 
me by vertve of any earthly or temporary relation, therefore thee 
bide che fervants look unto his cime and his command , taying, 


bat foever be commands you,that doe. 
ih Z 2 Where 
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Where the force of earthly relations takes place of the {pirie | 

of Chrilt., thac itate or place of honour fhall never fucceed 
well. 

Againe, when one told J-fas that his mother and his brethren 
flood without to fpeak with him, he anfwered and {aid co him 
thaccoldhim, Wo is my moiber ? and who are my bretbren ? and he 
flreched forth bis hand towarcs bis Difcipl:s and aid, bebold my mother 
and my brethren 5 for whofoever fhall.co the will of my father which is in 

— heaven, the fame w my brother, and fifter, and mother, all. relations 
centred in one 5 alf when his mother foundhim in.the Temple 
Qciticning the Doors, faying, why baft thou thus dealt with us 2 
b. bold:thy father and I bave fought thee, forrowing.: but he.afiiwers, 

how 4 it that.yee fought me, wift you not that I mujk be about my fathers 
bufineffe ?.as acknowledging none bus that one father of eternity, 

_and in fuch relations ftands the band of a Chriftian, and.therein 
is the acknowledgement of his ingagements. ere iat c @ 

Bac from this point ic will be gathered by carnall {piricsas of 
old, then let us do evill that good may come thereby, yho fe damnation is 
juts if this be crue, then let us.endeavour-to undermine, extir- 
pate, root out, and bring to noughe all naturall relations and 
confociations amongit the fons of wen. fio Poziey 3 

1. Towhich we anfwer, that no fuch confequence followes 
upon the {pirit of Chriftianicy, for che abrogation of the law of 
the fichh isco repeal andsabolithic compleatly, and it confifts 
of an affirmative and negative part ; the affirmative is to fetup, 
adorn¢, and maintain all things honourable in the fight of man, 
according to the nature, manner, and conftitution of the place 
where itis cxercifed., and to avoyd and‘abandon the contrary 
fhame, and chis is buc one adminiftration or law, for they arein- 
{cperably joyned cogether, even as the honourable fentence of the 
Judge of a Size unto death, and the thamefull office of the hang- 
man are buc one adminifiration ; So thae fram the office - 
of the Judge, you bring in the office of the Hang-man5 
and from the a@ of the hang-man, you include the office of 4 
the Judge, or «lfe the law is notcompleated in that point; right 
fo in the abolifhing and difannulling of chelaw of the fleth,that it 
takes not hold-as being any yoak or bond upon the Saintes, icis 
compleatly repealed and made voyd, both in refpe@of ali things 
eb un . that, 
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chat the worldimakes and accounts honourable’, and likewife of 
all chings ehatare difhonourable and (hamefull in the fame ac- 
count ; fo that ir becomes nothing elfe but a provocation unto 
them, to guard and fortifie themfelves againft the one and the 
other, for they are one intire and undivided law or adminiftra- 
tion. | 
The Saints therefore cannot go about to eftabli(h that which. 
they abolifh (forthe fhame full a&s of the world are nulled unto 
them as well as the honourable?) no more then che wicked in mae 
king voyd. unto chemfelves the law of the fpiric, can poflibly go. 


' about to fet upor advance the crofle of ourLord Jefusin the erué- 


‘\ 


vertue and power ofit. 104 | 

2. Weanfwer, thattofucha conclufion from our freedome 
from che.carnall command, or way of che letter of the Scripture, 
isto layahard thought and deep cenfure upon’the fpirit and 
power of God; for fhall the-wifdome andinftitutions > of man 
that fhall vanifh and come to nanghty have powerin chein to pro- 
voke to dilligence? to preferve in peace ? to Keépin temporance; 
chafticy, gravity, and moderation in ail chings? and (hall noethe 
fpirit of God, or law of that fpirie be fufficiently’ wife and able 
to preferve,men.in modeftecy, chaftity, gravity, aid moderation 
in all chings? with wifdome, car¢, and deligencé to tife the crea- 
ture of what kinde foever, according co'time, place, and occafi- 


on, as becomes the nature end and ufe thereot, without lifenti-. 


ousand lafciviouslibeny.? {urely thofe that fo jadge never found 
nor fele the virtue,life,liberry, and power of the {pirit of our ons 
ly Lordfhip, and falvacion, «Jefus: 2° Therefore the reafon of our 
thus appealing follows, © “AGO 
Namely that yee may be healed; de be 
The fpirit of Godwmakes tis matiner of appeal the poffcffion. 
to purge out all fuperflucus:- hamore, thefoveraign’falve to cure. 
ali. defeafes, the cordiallmedicine apaitfall crudicies 6f foules 
and peccant humours of fpiric’s thisis bealth'to thy Navel, and mars. 
row unto thy bones ; It when we fee the breach of rhelaw of che {pi- 
ric ot Chritt, we carry ic unco the law of the flethy end obferve 
how chat is onely eftablifhed chereby.p@nd when! we oblérve che 
repeal of che law of théflethasrmadeofi mone éfQp weary it 
up into the jaw of the {piritpand know that ic iseftablifhed and 
confirmed. 
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£104 
seonfirmed for evec thereby. This is the Medicamenio fuss without 
which no prayer can be made acceptable unto God; tor if prayer 
confirme not che law of the tpiric, icbindes noc over thé Lord to 
be our fupply, if it comprize not his mercy within the bounds of 
‘ics proper place, which is Carift our boundleffe and common {al= 
.. ~-yation. | 2 
. _ This appeal or prayer muftalfo confirme the law of the ficth, 
& or elfe ic carrieth not all fin and forrow into its proper place of 
aboad, which is Anticarift, or Satan chat flayer of the Sonne of man 
from the beginning, even as Caine {lew his brother; becaufe his own 
works are evill, and che works of the Sonne of nian good; and 
in thefe twain flands the health of our fouls, and is by them pre- 
-f{erved for ever, viz. a place of the reception of all wickedneffe, 
= where it abides exercifedin the curfe for the acquitting of. the 
Saints for ever. : WEEE 
_Andaplace of reception into righteouinefle, end re fidence of 
that blefied efiate of the Sonne of God in the love and delight of 
the father. for ever, in che juft condempation of a!) enmity. 
The.third point isthe ground of-ehis: (ound andhealshfull 
condition by this appeal, or prayers and firkticis efieCtuall, or 
forceable, without lec or hinderance; the appeal isi made upon. 
fuch grounds, a8 nothing can ftop: thebringing of the caufe thi- 
ther, either for the {tating of fin, or of righteouf{neffes of the curfe. 
in the confirmation of che Jaw of the fleth, or of the blefing iri,” 
the law of the fpirit of. Chrift in the one,vand Antichrift in the o» 
ther. ey : ati 
.No Superfedias can be fued out, nocounter-command can be 
given, no obftruGion can be made, to ftop or recall the flating of 
all abominations inthe exercife audipraGice of the carnall come... 
mand, andall che vertues, excellencies, and dignities of God in ~ 
Chriftin that Jaw of the fpiries for Satan the God of this world, 
which is the wifdome‘of the world, the fubcilty of the ferpent, 
as he is a murtherour from che beginning, in (laying and putcing 
to death the Lord of life andglory; fois hea lyar, and abode 
notinthetruth fois he facrelegious, robing God of his glory, 
making himfelfe to be God, adulcerating che word of God, tur- 
ning the glory of God into fhame, andis the fole and proper 
eppoferof God in all bis; excellercies; chertfore nothing cin 


hinder, 
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hinder, no law or evidence gain-fay, but that ftateis the pro- 
per finck and center of all wickedneffe, and fo ofall wrath. Alfo 
in its appeal to the law of the fpirit, which is the proper order 
and compofure of the Son of God, whar can obftru& bue chat in 
him are all thofe dementions of height, depth, length, and 
breadth, of the goodneffe, mercy, truth, life, power, fpiric, and 
love of Ged for ever; therefore this prayer or appeal is moft 
forceable and eff:Gual), ir pafferh through wichout let or hinde- 
rance, for che performance of its work, in rendring co cach his 
right, in the perfeGting of the caufe of irs appeal.. 

a Iris fervent, bot, without any intermixcure cf cold, the 
word fignifies to bojle, which admits of no cooling thing to 
come there; fuch is the nacure of true prayer, it admits no chilly 
or cold thing to be caft into che love and zeal of Godin Chrift, 
but findes the coles thereof to be fiery coles, yea to bave a vehement 
ame. 
i Neither can the fpiric of prayer admit of any cooling mixtures 
~ in the fume and heat of Gods wrath, in the wealthy of the world 
named above; fora fire # kindled in mine anger which {bal burn 
down to the nethermoft bell. 

But the Academifts of our age, they know how to moderate 
the love of Chrift in thofe whom they cal] Saints , by fome cold 
and decaying humor of the {piric of the world’; yes tradition is 
of chat ftrength in chem that they dare nor impute fuch to him 
that was borne of the Virgin: but for any found knowledg they 
have of him, they might as foon do ic to him ag any of that my- 
ficall body, and would for advantage, if they had been broughc’ 
up in Schools of fuch principles, for they have nothing but whac 
they receive from man. 

Likewife they can cool Gods infinite difpleafure againfi fin, . 
with gradual] diftinGions of it as gocd part in nature, fome good 
works wraughr, fome remainders of Gods image in the wicked, 
fuch fleights of Satan we skill nor but are confident 5 the path of ~ 
fervent prayer never lay in that way, nor fhall ever be beaten out 
or found init, by all thofe carnal! and fuperftitious curtings, 
and fi (hly launfings of the Pricfts of Baall, to uphold Ababs ° 
Fhrone in al] the Statues of his Anceftor Omry. | 


ARN 


The - 


4 , 
PAS Whos os Aicmiesh 


_ The fourth point is the qualification of the perfon praying, 
_ andthatisarigbteousman. fis 
Now a righteous or juftman is he, who gives every thingits 


‘proper right and due, which appertains and belongs unto ics if — 


‘we {peak of any thing of God, give unto icarife, arraign, and 
{cope appertaining to God ; if we {peak of any of che ordinances 
of God, give them the vertue, property, duration, and continu- 


ance of the Son of God; who abides forever, el{e we give notthe 


Son of God that great ordinance and fountaine of ali holy ordi- 
nances his right and due, who is holy, {piricuall, juftand good, 
otherwife they arehuman and perifhisg chings, and we are found 


unjuft in not giving Chrift his due, che fpiric of prayer and this 
effectual] appeal refidcs not there, | ; 
Againe, if we {peak of any thing as not having the Sonneof 


a 


God init, then giveic the fpirit and power of the. Prince of the 
aire, the [pirit that now works in the children of unbeleif, or difobe- 
dience, for the {cope and end of all things is Chrift, in che exer- 
cife of mercy in the faith of the Gofpel,or in the exercife of wrath 


in that way of Antichrift, for we huow that we are of God; and the 


world is of that wicked one, namely the Devil ; therefore if we {peak 
of fin, give it its due, che guile of making a nullity and falcificati- 


on of him thac made all chings in truth. 


Af we fpeak of finners, give chem the ftaceand condition of their 
father the Devill, whofe works they do and will doe. 

Ficher clear the innocent.»whom,Godin Chrift juftifies once 
and forever, and fo give chem their due belonging unto them, 
and condemn the guilty, who reje& the manner and way of hig 
acquitting of his Saints, or elfe no perfon quallified for prayers 
if you {peak of death, bring ic unto the {cope, either death unto 
all tranfitory and carnal] things in Chrift, or elfe death unto all 
fpirituall and durable chingsin Antichrift, or elfe we Give not. 
right unto ic, and fo are noe that righteous man whofe prayer a 
vaileth, and is the event and ifflue of this prayer, whichis the 
fifth poine, that is, it availeth much, ) 

Now for prayer to avail much, is as much as ifhe {aid in: mote: 
words, ic effetech, accomplifheth, and brings to pafleal! things 
even as not to avayl is ofnone effec, worth, nor excellency; So 
icisfayd , Circumicifion or uncircumecifion avayls notbing 5 but a new 


creature, 
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creature, that is allin all; for ichath the whole workinan. thip of’ 
the Son of Godinit. Obferve the {peech of Haman, when he is 
nvited co the feaft the Q icen makes for the King; who calling his 
wife and his friends, telis therm of the glory of bis riches, andthe mul- 
titude of bis children , and all the things wherein the King bad promoted 
him and bow he bad advanced him above the Princes and fervants of 
the King. Haman faid moreover ; yea Hefter the Queen did let no man 
come in with ibe King unto the banquet {bee bad prepared, but my felfe, 
and to morrow am I invited unto her alfo with the King ; yer al this a- 
vaileth me nothing, fo long as I fee Mordecai the Ivw fitting at the Kings 


‘gate. A wicked Statel-man cannot endure Mordecai, which ac- 


cording to the etymology of the word is pure myrzhe, or myrrhe 
of freedome, fignifying the {weet liberty of the Gofpel , for it is 
the firft of the chiefe {pices in the annoynting oyle, to thew the 
Princely dignity that is in the grace of the Gofpel , that bowes, 
nor is fubje& to any carnail ching whatfoever;for there is bar one 
primatus or {ummus which moves Haman try Maflery with Morde- 
cai, which fhall be lifted up the higheft. There is not che moft ci- 
vilized man.in the world, deftituce of the {pirit of God, putin 
place of dignity, that can admit of the Croffe of Chrift, to have 
fupremacy ; for ic is as a moth to carnall pomp, declaring it to 
be enmity, therefore carnal! Kingdome muft ever have carnall 
Pricft-hood to uphold it, by deifying ofit, andit rewards chem 
with tythes and protection. — .: 1 Ninongs a 
But Mordecai (the Jew inward in heart ) will not be endured 
by Haman; for the King reprefents a ftranger wonne to the faith, 
as thac Algyptian King which acknowledged Jofepb. So that no- 
thing avayls, if Mordecai live, who isa worme unio all Hamans 
honour, that nothing ts had nor-done unto him, till Mordecai be 
taken out of the way : but co avail much, is to bring all things to 
paffeyto be, and to:have the fulneffe of the foules defired, and im- 
power'd with vertue and ffrength to perform and effe@ what hea- 
ven and earth can yeeld ordeny toany, arid therefore an inflance 
is brought of Eliab forthe proof hereof, if 
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Verfi a7. Elias was aman fubjed to like pafions a wee are, 
Ce - 
In which inftance cr continued and perfevering exemplary 
veriuc, obferve for order thefe things. 


t. The party inflanced in, thar is Eliah. 

2. His condition; A min fubje& co paffion ; togetber with she 
confimilitude, that #7, as we are. 

3. His ad, that is, He prayed. 

4: The iffue or eff & of bis prayer; le rained not. 

5. The time bow long ; that is, for the {pace of three yeares and 
{ixe moneths. 

6. The renewing of bie prayer, and) the effect thereof ; And hee 
prayed againe, and che heavens gave raine, and the earth 
brought forth her fruic. ; 


nN 
ea 


2. Rom the firft, the party inftanced'in is Eliab ; obferve thus 

much, That it pleafeth God to memorize the names of his Saints, 
by atts of bonous which be leads them through in the world. This is e- 
videne throughcuc the holy letters written from heaven unio us, 
fee an epitcomy hereofin chat 11. Chap. to the Hebrews. 

The ground of itis, becaufe che a&s of the Saints are the ope= 
rations of Chrift: Now I live, yet sot I, bat Cbrift lives in me; which 
life is the roocofall their motion, and the memorizing of himis 
{Sods ayme and endin all his wayes and operations; heeit ie 
whom he will make bigher then Agag, greater in power and aue 
thoricy then all che Kings ot the earth , His aG&s therefore muft 
be as monuments in the world, who ever is made marvellous in mercy, 
only in them that believe: Therefore God makes them as monu- 
ments thereof, feecing chem as Cities upon a bill, co whom al! hall 
repayr for the richelt merchandize ; and as beakens upon a high 
mountayn, whoonly can give warning of the approach of the 
adverfary : And as the lights of the world, wichout which no man | 
€an worke; however the Prophets and Apoftles were under 
perfecurion, ignominy, and diigrace in the time of their fojour- ; 
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ning here; yet now where is the wife ? where is the {cribe ? where és 
the difputer of this world, but feeks to uphold and honour himfelfe 
by them ? Yea, chat very fpiric thas flew chem, now builds cheir 
Sepulchres, and (aich, If they bad lived in their fatbers dayes , they 
would not have done as they did. Nay, God will regiftec the names of 
his Saints tn that book of life, in whamfoever the life of Chrif 
is, there they fhall be memorized, and fee up by God as Stan - 
dard-bearers in their generations; before whom, if the enemy 
come in as a flood, the (pirit of che Lord .thall life up a Standard 
againfthim, andchafehim away, __ 
| Wonderfullis it co con fider of this point, when we {ce fo ma- 
_. py have gone down co the duft by plague, famine > {word, and 
not aname of them left upon record in the world: but hee that 
once comes within the volume of that (pirit of interceffion, (hall 
remayn engraven asin a precious ftone upon the breaft-plate, or 
heart-ornament of Chrift jetus, asa record or infcription of blef= 
fed osemory for ever. 
| Therefore the next words are brought in, viz. Isa man, OF as 
the word will beare, Is a thing, as the Apoftle affirms ; Henceforth 
we knew no man after the flefh ; or as the word is ( nothing: ) So 
here Eliab is a man, or ching, a matter, caufe, condition, or. deed, 
fuch as his name imporcs, Elijab, chat is, my God Fab, or my 
ftrong being, or the ftrengch of my exiftance. Now if is be fach 
aone, or fuch a matter or caufe, fuch a condition or deed 
brought in as congruous to us, implying all the faichfull ; how 
can it be, but that name, or that authority fhall be memorized 
for ever: Ifa word of Sammel (hall not fall to the ground, a deed 
of our Eliah fhatl never bs forgotten, when, or in whomfoever i¢ 
appears, 3 


The fecond point is the State and condition of the party 
inftanced in, together with the confimilitude, that is, 
fubje& to paffions as we are. “ 


By paflions here is meant fufferings, for fo much the word im- 
_ ports ; and co be (ubject, is to be under; shatis, under like fufh= 
_ tings that we are, that ie, the faichfull in all ages. 

Aa 32 Whence 
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Whence obferves : ee : 
‘That the Saints of God are {ubjedt to like fufferings : they all alike 
endure affliction, chey all alike inheric the Croffe 3 ic is not-fayd 
of any particular man, or particular Church ( limmed out by 
the fpirit of man from fome few particular expreflions or praQi- | 
cee manife&ed in the Scriptures ) but of ail the Sains of God that 
ever lived, or (hall, viz, For thy fake are we killed all the day long, 
and counted as {beep for the flaughter. fortes} > 
There is none of thofe feverall affli&ions which the Saints of 
God have undergone, bur rightly underftood, oneofthemisas 
extenfive as another, and ic muft needsbe fo; forthe fufferings 
of che Saints is the Croffe of Chrift, and not the croffe of any par- 
ticular creature, but of the fon of God; therefore he faith, In all 
their afflictions be was afflicted : and therefore he faith alfo in the be- 
halt ct che believers and prayers in Damafcus, Saul, Saul, why per- 
fecuteft thou mee : Therefore it is, when the Corinthians feemed to 
cleave one to oneman, and another untoanother, thoughall 
found men and good ; one is of Paul, another of Apolle, another 
of Cepbas, and another of Chrift ; that he calls them carnall , bee 
caufe they take not every way or manner of the adminiftration 
of the grace of che Gofpel,, to be the. fame univerfally through 
the wrole body 5 what faith he, Js Chrift divided ? was Paul crucift- 
ed for you ? or were you baptized into the name of Paul ? I thanke God 
that F performedno fuch particular a&,* bat co {ach as under- 
floodthe myfery of it, for that is the effe& ofhis {peech , and 
caufe ofthankfgiving. — : 
The ground of thefe particular and nominall Religions (2s 
_ Independent,Presbyterian, Anabaptift, Papift, Generallift,for they 
all ftand.on one root.) is, becaufe they limic and infringe the 
4 grace of the Gofpel , both in way of the fentence of abfolution. 
Cl and condemnation, mincing and fafhioning things according 
i to the judgment or difcerning ofman, and not according to the 
light and revélasion of che Son.of God :. Hence they. are affected 
7 | with manlike expreffione, and fo cleaveunro many and not unto 
N _ the Son of God : and if the ‘mind of God be expreffed unto them, 
Bio they hammer it into their own fhape, asthe Corinthians did, and 
Hu) - fo make rents and fchifmes. | ¥ | : 
Rr) } Now the grace of che Gofpel in whatfoever it expreffedit felf, ~— 
| as. 


* 


Sy ie 
as King or Prieft, Prophet or Vi&or, father or fon, Mafter or fer= 
| vant, Lord or-Difciple, Apoftle or follower ) is as thac leaven 
| which the woman bid in three pecks of meal, whereby the whole 
lump was leavened ; or like that union poured on Aarons head, 
which run down unto the coller or hem ofhis garment 5 for the 
oyle concayned in that honourable veflell of the Gofpel filleth 
compleatly all veffels that are brought into unity or love with it, 
Of fuch nature and extent are all. things appertaining unto the 
, Gofpel, and fo the affli&ions of the Saints, the Crofie of Chrift: 
cakes not its latitude nor longitude from the dimentions of a 
creature, bur holds correfpondency with the fon of God; for 
the crofle of Chrift is of the fame extent and continuation thac 
his Crownand kingdome is. 
By this wemay take notice of what nature the Croffe of Chait 
is that ic ftands notin, or config of any temporary relation. or, 
operation of che creature aCtive dr paflive , but is the proper fut- 
fering. of the fon of God in the wicked, as deprived of all. liveli- 
: hood and preper operations of the {piric in all wayes of motion 
and relation ; and inthe,Sainis, in ‘being deprived of all liveli- 
-y hood and'proper operations of the flefh inall che wayes of its 
motion andrelation. : | 
It would feem a great crofs to a man, if the world were vacane 
of arationall {pirit, and none but beafts tc converte with : of no: 
| lefle, but infinitely greater isthe difproportion of che wiidome of 
| Godin a Ghrifian, and the wifdome ot this worldin thewickeds.. 
yea if chey be as crafty as Achitopbel, or as fubtill as che Serpent, 


proper life, fpirit, and power, and all vertue proper toa Chrifti- 
an in poynt of heavenly chings. | 
‘Farther, it would (cem a great affli&ion and fufiering unto us: 
to feethe world take all our ftrength, our wifdome , honour; 
| riches, peace, friendfhip, ec. and leave us nothing , butithat wee 
| thould depart from, and forfake father, mother, wife, childreng:h 
| ec. and thusit is with a Chriftian ; The world ingrofleth power,» 
: authority, wifdome, riches, 2c. and leaves us as‘the [cum andient- 
fweepings of all things. Nay we forfake our neareft relations amallkd: 
re{pects, as the law of the flefh in its true fenfe calls for, and go") 


: to a place we know net whether, by any wifdoms or Gallant foe 
ing, 
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the wifeft beaft of the field. Yea, inthe world we have loft our. 


oe 


‘ 


_-ding of the creature, whieh can never be done but by the inflin® 


and operation of the {piit of God, opening unto us the power, 
wildome, riches, and all relations that are real], fubftantiall, and 
eternal] : And if the {piric of God be there, it never appears but in 
the faith and unity of Chrift, therefore they are the proper fuffe- 
rings of Chrift, and not of any particular creature ; “And when 
we know and judge of the fuffcrings of che Saints, wee thall noc 
Jament if the world take all temporary things from us, nor re~ 
Joyce in what iccan cat upon us; for God forbid that I fbould resoyce 


_inany thing fave in the croffe of our Lord Ie (us Cbrift, whereby the world 


is kill’d and crucified in me, and Tin tke world. If once we know how 


~ toloofe our lives in the world, in all things of the fpirie, and 


how to loofe our Jives in our felvcs , and body myfticall in alk 
things percayning to the flefh, we fhall chen take it lightly in 
whatfoever the world can give, or takeaway fromus. 


Ey the nature of thefe fufferings we know of what fpirit and 
power, of what nature, vertue, and comprehenfton this 


a of Eliah is, which is the third point; And hee 
prayed, | . 


Whence we notes 7 . 

That the adi or (pirit of prayer bath in it fufficiert bonour, power, and 
authority to memorize and regifter the name of 4 cbriftian for ever , that 
it{ball never be put out, but continue in the records of the houfe of God: 
For | 

1. Prayer hath in ic the vertue and power of prophefie; for in 
the hiftory treating of chis a&t of Eliab, he prophefies unto Abad, 
faying, As the Lord liveth there fball be no raine nor dew for thefe years 
but according to my word: So that this prayer comprehends the 
whole Prophefie of Eliab, and Eliah is brought in as comprehen- 
ding all che Prophets, as Mofes comprehending the whole law, 
in.che transfigura‘ion of Chrifts appearing in the fame form and 
glory that Chrift doth , fo chat all prophefie and noble a&s of 
the Prophets are involved in the fpiriz of prayer : By the {piric of 


God in this place, his reproof of Ababs wickedneffe, his fliying 
of all ihe falfe prophets of Baal, his bringing fire from heaven to 


flay 


" ‘ —_— 


flay Captayns wich their fifties, his dividing of che wate.s with 
his wart. le, his givirg of his fpiricto Elifba, bis binding up and 
flopping the botil.s of heaven, and loofing of them at his plea- 
{ure ; his rebuking the earth, and drying it upto duft, chacic 
cannot yeeld fruic ; his afcending up into heaven in a fiery Cha- 
riot. The {piric of God is pleaf:d to commend all his honcura- 
ble deeds unto the world in this one act of prayer, to ftand and 
to betas his memorial! for ever, Prayer therefore iz garnifhed 
‘with all the o:naments of a Prophet o' God, and cannot be leffe 
then a moft honourable monument and memorizing of the Saints 
where-ever it is found extant. : 
2. Prayer hath all the vertues and. ornaments of Pricft-hood 
- in ic: Never was Adron fisted and adorned with greater variety 
of veftments and vertues, to minifter before Godin the holy place: 
(Cand accordir g to the variety and charipe of the mulcitude of {a-. 
crifices and offerings ) then the fpirit of prayer contayns in ic 5 
and according to occafion puts on, and brings forch, when the 
vertue & power of our great high P. ieft after the ordee of Melchi- 
fedech is brought in, icis all fummed up in the fpiric of prayer, as 
he faith alfo in another place, Thc art a Prieft forever after the 
order of M.lchifedech ; who in the dayes of bis flefh when be offered up 
prayers and fupplications wiih ftrong crying and teares unto bim ( or in 
him ) that was able to fave bim from death, and was beard in that which 
be feared; That is, he was heard in all things, or for the accom- 
plifhment and bringing to paffe all things that concern life and. 
{alvation. Now that all things that concern the Kingdome of 
God is involved in this prayer, is thus proved. 
The word tranflated feared, is inthe Greek difpaired, about 
which men have much contend-d how it may be faid of Chrift. 
But the thing is really and {ubfancially to be confidered,. 
though men do.wreftand bend, mince and ftrayn the werd, ‘to. 
(uit it to humane reafon. | 
For ic is as true that the Soncf Godin, and by the fpirie of 
the world, and principl<«s proper to humane wifdome, doth dif- 
pair and relinquifh all hope and expectation of being delivered. 
or fetat liberty from thac infinice wrath and difpleafure of Al- 
mighty God ; as icis true, thac the fon of forry man is in, and 
by che fpiric of God, and. principles proper ro the wifdome of. 
God), 
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‘God eftablifhed and confirmed in thelove, power, trath, righte- 
outnffeiand glory of God, and of his Kingdome everlaftingly. ° 
'  Ufmmen be ignorane hereof, how Chrift is faid to feare or dif- 
payrin all things, they may talk of eternall life, buc they know. } 
not how a creature can live eternally, and be poffeffor of all 
things. 7 
Woe of this knowledg breeds your Mortallifts,that know nor 
by vertue of what the foule becomes eternal! , either in life or 
death, as alfo your Generallifts, chat fay God will fave all, ~ 
whereas chere may be as reall and undenyable arguments ufed 
upon like ground, that God will deftroy all ; and fo they muft be 
lefctothe height of their doGrine, which will amount to no 
more then the condition of a beafl, yet doth ic make them fuch 
men, #3 it had been gocd for them they had never been born, ~ 
- For the ref that have gotcen a tra& of falvation and damnati- 
on by tradition from {chools, books, naturall phylofophy and 
obfervation, not having the knowledg of the nature of this Prieft=* 
hood, comprized in the fpirit of interceflion: They believe fach 
things, but they muft not be curioufly fearcht into; that is, we 
cannot know them ; of chefe we fay, as the mind without knows 
Innot good, fo thefe mens faith is dead : For wilt thoy know ob emp- 
ty wan that faith without works is dead? Por the {piric of God never 
works in way of life, but in ics own Jight ; therefore ignorance 
in any point muft be voyd of the work of faith, and fo of the fae 
ving vertue that is in the life of Chrift. | | 
But prayer comprehending the whole Pricft- hood of Chrift, is 
a work of that honour and power, as to memorize the name of a 
Saint for ever, andto fechim up as amonumenc of che wifdome 
and mercy of God. Ag 
23 Prayer isa work that comprehends the Kingly authority 
of Chrift ; for when che Apoftle Paul had thaken off the traditions 
and rudiments of thecarnall Jew, the power of the high Prieft, in 
that profecuting fpirit of bincing and imprtifoning all thac were 
ofthe way of Jefus, calling on the name of the Lord : and when | 
the Lord would proclaim him, and make it manifeR that hé was é 
a chefen veffell fitted to beare bis name, or carry his authority before the ( 
Gentiles, Kings, and the children of Ifracl, Yea, when he would put 
all thas honour upon him which the Pfalmift. foretells, faying,, . 7 
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_ There is little Benjamine their ruler, the head of the Trile , « Prince 
of God, he comprehends and conclud:sallin chis a& of prayer, 
tO give iacisfe&tian co Axnanias, bebold be prayeth: Asif he f{hould 
fay, icis enough co know that miraculous change from Saul un- 
to Paul; from the fervice of the Synagogue of the Jewes, tobea 
ruler over Kings, che Gentiles, and children of Ifrael, ( for the 
name of God is by his word advanced over all, which he was to 


beare ) this is fufficient to give fatisfation to’all, Bebold he pray 


eib : So thatnone can deny a Princely {piric of power and au:ho= 
rity, where the (piric f prayer bears (way , and'a princely excel- 
lency is of honour jufficient to eternize the record of a Chriftians 
name, 

4: There isin prayer the power of vitor, or a vi&torions rea 
nown, confifting of the noblcft conqueft that ever was 5 Facob by 
prayer overcame the man that wreftled or combated with him, 
which man is faid co be an Angell, but itisthe Angell thar bleft 
him in the way, and therefore is declared to be God ; for Facob 
“faid, I have feen God face to face sin which a& of prayer his name 
is changed from Facob to Ifrael, to declare a prince. like promife 

in prevailing with God. asthe Prophet explayns his name and 
att, faying, And by bis ftrength be bad power with God, yea he had pow= 
er over the A -gell, and prevailed ;. be wept and made {upplication , bee 
found kim in Bethel, and there {pake witbus (or in us) for if the {pi- 
rit of God had not (poke in our father Facob, and fo inall cf his 
race, he had n: ver prevailed, 

Was ever the Jike Conqueft made, as ¢o overcome omnipoten= 
“ey ? which con'd never be, buc through the requefis of his owne 
Aptic, which he cannot deny, but muff yeeld himfelf over there= 

uNCO. : ‘ 

Prayer therefore confifts of a combate which ever hath con- 
quel, therefo:e of {ufficent honour and renown to memorize a 
Saint, whu-ever he be that exercifeth the defign and skill there- 
of. | 
5: Prayer hath falvation contained in it, nay it is falvation: 
Fer whofoever calls on the name of the Lord foall be faved: or ip the 
prefent renfe (as the word will admit ) # faved ; for he chat 
thinks he knows Chrift any otherwife thes in the verrue of an ofe 
fice excreifed in fuch a fubfiftance, or by fuch a manner or fubfi- 
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fiftance«x-reifid in fach zn office, thar man may come to be de- 
Celved as he jewes cfold Were,’ and } with Gentiles are az ihis 
Gay, andio periccuce Citriftin flead-of receiving him, when or 
in whomfocver he appearech, Lee thofe of that caraall opinion, 
that Chrift thall come and reign upon the earth as a great Mo- 


_ March tor a thi viand j earcs, look into chis poines for Chrifl was 


never known burin an office asafurefayd’, and every offic? of the 


Zz, comprehends 


whol: Cirft: Now the office of interceffion is a work of the (pi- 


rit, for we kuow not bow to pray as we ought, but the fpirit maketh in- 
trcefion for ms,orin uss therefore ic comprehends whole Chrift, 
for he cannot be divided 5 andic being the {pirit of the Saviour 

muff have, yea be falvation 5 for where Chrift the Son of God ig, 


_ thereis falvation ; In what grace, vertue, or office foever he ap- 


years, in or by, thae tradition of tying: falvation to believing aq 
pears, 1 3 ying 


_ lone, is ridiculous; for canthere be more in faith thenin love, - 
which is the fulfilling of the whole law, yea of thac law of che 


fpicic of life in Chrith? and are not we faved by hope? Doth noe 


“Timothy {ave bim(clfe and chem that hear hia by preaching found 


doctrine ? Now to teke faith according to that difmicion the A- 
pefile gives, faying, lt is the fubjiftance of things boped for : So faith 


_is in.every vertue, office and exercife of Chrift; for the fubfiftance 
_is the being of Gad and manin one, and thae is to be keld and 


hid of Chriftians.in all things thar can'be fayd of Chriff, there. 
fore we ackiowledg nothing but Fefus Chrift and bim crucified ; There 


_js both the unGion. and crucification in every thing a Chriftian 


knows: burthereis no un@ion but in the nature divine, nor 


flaying ina Chriftan, but of rhe Alefh 3 which twayn are never {e- 


parated, neither in love nor hope, eenslensff-, mercy, kindneffe, 
wifCome, truch, patience, and whatfocver can be named of 
Chrift, iz is the fubisftance of twuyn made one newman, that com- 


pleats it: and therefore falvation isin all Chris excellencics, 


and they are all as things boped for, becaufe they are ever co 


come; thatis,not oaly in 'prefent being and exerci(e,bur (hall for 


ever {pring up unco a-Ohriftian. our of that living and everlafting 
fountain. . 


All things, of falvation therefore are in prayer; for prayer 


coniifts of neceflity and fwpply , but all neceflities gad all fupplics. 


are. 
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are prayer, therefore prayer concayns whole Ch-i?, which is 
compleat falvation ; thereforea work of honour to etern' ze the 
memory Ofa Saint. — ig 

* This pointe may fence a Chriftian from difcouraging & droo- - 
ping thoughts, apt co liez: upon all all fleth, thisking himfelfe of . 
no ufein his age, nor of any performance befitting tuch a name, . 
or calling, as co be entitled a Son of God, being deftiture of any 
power or authority, wifdome or policy, device or invention, art 
of fcience, {uch as the fons of men have gathered and encroached 
unto theméclves in ail ages : By {word & ftracagems ; by Schools 
and Seminaries, by money and friendfhip, by traveil and humane 
experiments and obfervasions, 

Poor heart that thou art ( with refpe@ unto the world ) cant 
thou pray ? be of good comfort, it countervayls all, ic is the re- 
nowncdit act that ever was wrought inthe world; Get thee to 
thy Clofet, viz. fhut up thy felfe from the common courfes and 
culloms of this world, and pray unto thy father in fecret ;-or accor- 
ding unco, or in that fecrec and hidden myftery of Chrift, which | 
is‘as-{ecretand hidden from the world, as thy felfe is hid from 
the wayes of the worid in this thy clofet or chamber of pretence: 
And iby father which feeth in feecret ; thatis, which beholds and 
approves of this myftery of God in thee, will reward thee openly s 
that is, will make it manifcft that the reward orend of thine e- 
fate and pra€tice isto be made manifeft 1o the Son of God ; and 
that the Heyr-fhip and inheritance of the Kingdome of God ap- 
pertayns and belongsunto thee. 

2. Again, ke fuch weigh this poine that hold themfelves free 
from believing any doétrine in the world cill they (ce it accompa- 
nyed with miraculous works, viz. works in like manner and 
form as they have beene done formerly, as to heale the ficke, re= 
flore the lame open the eyes of the biind, and raife upthe dead, . 
ali chefe are taken in a bodily and corpcreall refpe&. Thefe men 
d6 not confider that the fam¢ us and miraculous worke that Elia 
did, all of chem are included in his prayer, and that is a8 miracu- 
lous ag any of them ; the miracles that Chrift did, they are all in- 
cluded in bis prayers, fupplicaticns, and teares, with ftrong cryes, which 
is no leffe miraculous chen any of ther ft : The wonders of Pant 
in doing and {offering are all comprized in this , Bebold be prayes. 
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_ Now the miraculous vertue and power of prayer confifts not. 

in words, or any outward ¢xpreflion or bodily ¢xercile in a form 
of words : but in bumble petition, a lawfull fuing ouc of righe, 
a juft and legail appeale, and judgement.given, according to the 
nature of che cafe propounded, in which all accord and agree 
cogether to compleat the myftery and miracle of prayer, having 
ali chefe things init, whereby according to the law of the {piric, 
our right of inheritance is faithtully (ued out. Note furcher, 
that i¢ismo mere the form vilisle of any miracle chat ever wag . 
wrought, thar is che proper teal ro conficm the Golp<] ; no more 
then the Minifiry of the Letter chac kills, is che proper path of the 
{pirit chat gives life. 3 | ; 

But ic is the fcope, drift, ayme and end of the miracle in what 
it poynts.unto, in thatgreat and miraculous workmanthip of 
Chrift- the fon of the living God, which is the true and proper 
feale of the Goipel :-and wherefoever chat is effcuslly wroughr, 
there it isfelt and approved, and there only the Gofpel or glad. 
tidings of falvation is.really and miraculoufly confirmed by a. 
figne and wonder, pafling infinitely all momentany and corpore=. 
allrefpe&s,. | s5¥aw ods 

But thefe men think they honour the Gofpel, and life ic upto 
its proper height, and ancient dignity. In thus concluding, 
their opinion is no leffe honourable chen that of chofe chat haye- 
refolved and decrecd, that the pactering ( over the words of thae. 
prayer which Chrift taughr kis Difciples ). as-a fpell , is an effe- 
&uall ordinance in the houfe of God , niver looking at the life,. 
{pirit, and proper power of prayer, only the form-of words, So 
thefe look at the form of the miracle wrought, as it appears'toa 
natural] eye,as the ocher appears to the ear, and never look at the 
true wonder and figne, only found in the fon of man, and elfe=. 
where centred, is no better then the magick of AZyypt ; for they. 
may as well gape afcer the outward forms-of words cobe the 
prayer of the Gofpel, as the outward form of the work, to be the 
feale of the Do&rine of the Gofpel, and any particular, or all. 
outward forms, which Religion is reprefented unto us in, tobe 
the Reiigion of God, as well as any or all of thofe former mira-. 
cles wrought, to be the feale of God. | 

3. Furthermore, to conclude che hiftoricall a& of wonders. 


Wrought, 
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‘wrought, to be the fizm ofconfirmation, isto darken, yea to an= 
nihilace che vertue and power of che Gofpel ; for in this wonder 
of Elia, to make the heavens as brafle, and ihe earch as iron, is, 
here a fit allution in che judgement of the fpiric ( and we are io» 
beare what the {pirit faith unto the Churches) in the ceacbing .of the 
death of Chrift, and the operations thereof confidered; in the» 
world ; and alfo in the houfe of God, whofe boufe we are, if we bold. 
faft the confidence, and the rejoycing of the hope firm unto tbe end: Aad 
thus the ailufion is unto a chree yearesand (ixemoneshs forbea- 
ranceofraine , and afterwards to raynein great plenty. 

This allufionis alio ufed notin the’ terme of yeares, but of: 
two and forty moneths, whichis the fame length of time, due 
in.a farre differing refpe&, and differing do&rine, in regard of: 
the feverall beames and luftre of the Gofpel. 3 3 

For there he ceacheth, thatin meafuring of the Temple, che 
Court-yard isto belefc out, andnorto be meafured, becaule it is: 
given unto the Gentiles : And the boly Citie (hall they tread under foot: 
two and forty moneths, which is this three years and- fix moneths. 

-Itisalfo alluded unto in poyne of dayes, and fo the fame my- 

fteryiis called athoufand two hundred and tbreefcore dayes, which are» 
mot properly yeares of famine, but rather of fruit, for it is the 

time of che prophefie of the cwo witnefles of the Gofpel ; it is al- 
luded unto likewife, as confifting of three dayesandabalfe, which: 
is the time of the witneffles dead bodies lying in the ftreets of the great: 

Citie, which is {piritually called Sodomeanid Aegypt, where aljo our Lord: 
was crucified, not (ufferedto be put in graves. 

This wonder wrought by Eliab, is alluded unto alfo, as pointe 
ormoénumencs of time, in which therime of che womans.bdeing 
in the wilderneffe is taught, a doétrine farre differing trom any. 
of the former, and thacia fora time, times, and balfe atime, or the 
Givifion of time. Now if the three yeares and fixe moneths: 
droughe, and afterwardsrayne, were the {ubftance and intent of 
the miracle , and in that che wonder ¢o lye for the confirmation 
of thie Gofpel ; how ficly could the fpirit of God bring icin, asan: 
elegant allufion in all thefe feverall refpedts. | 

Thofe therefore thar would have che Gofpel confirmed by mi- 
racles of like outward form as have been'doneimages pat; chey 
annihilate the Gofpel, by denying the truth, fubftance, and atts 
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lity of the Gagne to be extant only in Chrift, Like friends'to the 
Gofpel erethey , who look to fee Chrif coming frem heaven, 
confined im one individuall mao (as the Difciples fiw him go 
up ) to reign on the earth aa an oaly Monarch for che {pice of a 
thoufend yeares 5 and then, and nocill chen we fhall fee good. 
_-dayes, as thofe Doctors affirm. | | * 


rhe fourth poynt is the effet of his prayer; And it ray. 
néd not. e314 " 


Concerning the hiftoricall form of this wonder, ‘all men 
know what itis to rayne, and not torayn: But few know che 
myflery thereof, which is fubftantiated in the Son of God, and 
confifis in chat death of his, reallized in the men of the worldjand. 
inthe menof God. oh gitst 1404 | 

The fpirit therefore and office of che interceflion of Ghriff, 
eentring in, and gathering it felfeinto that one holy and myfti- 
call body, inthe urterance and manifeftation of ic felfe, affords" 
not any of the raine of Gods liberality and bounty; nor of that dew 
which caufeth Tfrael to grow as a lilly, anto that body of fnney that 
ftate of Ahab, Fezebel, and apoftatized I/rael, but leaves it fruice © 
Jefle and barren, like thofe mountains of Gilboa, where Saul flew bim= 
felf,&c. to declare that his unGion according to the works of the’ | 
4 Law of the carnall command, with all the glory arifing there= 
\ a from ; and the rerrours of God«arenever feparaced , nor upon’ 
Me that heighe and dignity dothever rayn, nordew (according ro. « 
the incent of our Apofile in this place.) fall or defcend to bring 
forth any fruit untoGod,, bus are like the heachinthe parducd © 
wildernefle , andas the dry duft which the winde of Gods fury 
drivethaway. byte) aia Agia 
a 2. Thetpirit of incerceflion: compriz:d and exercifing it felfe| >» 
Naa in that Elijab, the firength of our being or'ex'ftancé, dryethcup | 

4 that myfticall body of Chrift, chatno rayne; nor dew, nor any 
io moyfture producing fruits according to the fleth, fallech uponir, 
Ny 1) or defcendeth thereon: And this is declared and fignified unto 
| | us in‘Eliab, who goesto the brook Cherith, or the brook of flay« 
ing, and mertification of the fle(b, with all the lufts and affection’ thereof, 
intimated unto us in the drying up of the brook by that drought, 
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and he is fed by no earthly thing, but only by the fowls of hea - 
ven. Alfo when he fits under the Mulbery trees, as-one bereaved o 
bis life, as bis fathers before him alfo were. To the things of chi8 | 
world, there alfo an Angel or M ficnger heavenly only, makes 
provifien for him, in his afcention to Hored; the Mount of Gad’ 
in the firengcth of which food once received, chough in a two-fold 
refpc&, he travels forty days and forty nights, che like time that 
Mo fes and cur Lord tafted, where he complayns to God, that he 
only islefralone, defticute of all help of man, a’ an ont-catt 
from al] claym or title to the Kingdome of Abab, and backfliden 
Ifrael, to idvulatry : For there is no raynnor dew which makes 
that earthly condition fruitful! chat falls upon him 5 for the Fa- 
mine is as. great unto him’ in poynt of the wifdome of ‘the flé(h, 
ycelding any food to Elzab, ‘as ‘it is in refpe& of che wifdome of 
the {pirit, in yeelding any refrefhment to Abab ; the one being the 
heaven of God, of I/rael, and the other the heaven, or god of the 


world. | | 
- "To conclude this poinr, let usinfert that word Selab, which 
hart the fignification of lifting up,do but exals the word of God, 
asit isin Fe fus; and beko!d ic is extant,and lives in both thefe reft 
pedis at this day, and thence comes in the time of this reftrayne of 
rayne. ? 


And thisis the fifth poynt, which is for the [pace of three 
yeares and fixe moneths, ~ si 


For the opening of this point, we know that the number three 
asit hath the myftery of a true and reall diftinGion in ir, in the 
{ame individual), as in che three that beare record in heaven , the fa- 
ther, the word, and the {pirit, aad thefe three.are one :' So alfo the! mys 
fiery of fulnefje and per fection ( asthe number feven hath ) for three 
witnefies are asa thoufand, they anfwer the Law compleatly, 
J fkewifeit hath che my ftery ofecernity init, forihey are heavens 
ly, fach as never fade away, Nor faile cobring tr their teftimony; 
therefore ic is, that T/rael multgo chreedays journey:inco the-wil= 
- dernefle to worfhip the Lord; that is, there muft be atorcail and 
finail departure from A gypt, in regard of the ignorance or darke 
neffe of it, from their governments, Hofts, and Armics, bu a 

tasks, . 
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‘tasks, and-crueleics, Magicyan-like worthips ; lying wenders, 
and fanning flacteries, in che erecting and fecting up of cae Ta- 
bernacleand/worthipof God at Mount bored, or Sinai. - 

_ Thisisalfothe reafon why che A:k mutt go before them three 
days journey from Mount-Sinai, to {eek out a refting piace, name- 
ly to fhew, that there muft be a’ cotall and finall departure from 
the works of che Law, én our entring into iba! reft that yet remaynes 
for the peopleof God. Ot like fignification is fouas , being in cae. 
Whales belly, and the Son of man in the heart ot gheearch. Fonas 
is {wallowed up of the Whalein carnail and baekfliding T/rael, 
who.obferve lying vanities, and d-clins the word of God, ourig 
caftup,and madealive in che Ninivites beyond all reafon, exo-&a- 


tion, or thoughtiof heart, for chy Publicans and Sinners encer be- 


fore the ttriG Scribes and Pharifees into beaven. . | 

Chrift lyes chree dayes and three nights in the grave, ag buryed 
eternally , concerning any life of his {piric, in Herod, Pontius Pi~ 
date, and that wicked Fudas, and the fewer: bur he rifeth che third 


_day in bis Difciples, the Gentiles, and ali, Nations s never to dye any 


more, but only thofe three dayes and three nights of etermity in 
the wicked of the world, unto which his life in che Saints is pro- 
portionable. 

Even fo, here is three years voyd of rayn, or dew, or any fruit 
fulneffe of the earth, wherein both heaven and earth are in exer 
cife, and are comprehended. | So there is an eternal] eftate.of che 
wicked that comprehend: both Godand.manin that way of che 
‘Gurfe, and unity of the Harlot, wherein twayn are made one 
fleth ; for two ( faith he ) fball be one flefh, in which eftate there is 
ano dew of heaven, nor frair yielded by che earch; char is, of thofe 
fraicg of righteoufneffe.and vercucs that.are by Jefus Chrift, in 
thofe three years, thatis,.unto eternisy «There is-alfo an eternall 
feafon ot the Saints of God, whereinno dew norrayn from hea- 
ven ( or from thar wifdome of the flelh ) fallsonthem , ro caule 
any fruicsof the fleh, or works of darkneffe vo be brought forth 
by them :)Sorhatasiina yeare wee fee a perfe&, revolution of 
things noc only earthly, buc heavenly alfo, ac leaftin that great 
light and courfe of the Sun : fo that the number three fignifies a 


-sotall and: fisall revolution of all things thace concern God and 


@ian, as two being joyned in way of fle(h:And ail things alfo thas 
concern 


concern God and man everlaftingly , in that way of being joyned 
unto the Lord, and made one pirit with bin. OS Ge, 

Further , we fee that in a whole years (pace, there isa like time 
of night as thereis of day, if we take the globe univerfally ; even 
fo there is a like eternity of darkneffe and the power thereof, that 
there is of light in the Kingdome of Chrift. | 

Moreover, take the whole circunaterence of heaven and earth, 
and shere is alike time of Winter that chere is of Sommer, even 


‘fo there is the fame three-fold time of eternity in the kingdome 


ofdarknefle, of blafting, withering, fimiting ‘with chilly cold- 
neffe, and ali unfruitfulneffe, as thereisin the kingdome of life 
and light, of the joy of harveft, and pleafure of the tree of life, 
which beares twelve manner of fruits , as being furnifhed for’ every 
Tribe of I/rael, and every moreth of the yeare; which tree is not 
afraid of drought, nor knowes when the beate comes. | 3 
Concerning the fixe moneths added, ic is a rendring or con- 


figning to each eftate of eternity fuch a time; for che Prophetin- 


the hiftory is illimiced in his expreflion, faying, that it (hall be nei- 
ther raine nor dew for thefe yeares; which may be applyed to time 
pat, prefent, or to comes forit is according tomy word, whichis the 
word of the Lord, the word of eternity: {o that we can give no o- 
ther bounds tothe time, bur fuch as hold correfpondenoy with 


the word of eternity : Our Apoftle therefore brings. icin by thefe 
expreflions, to declaring and diftinguith his meaning,nemely the 


Prophets meaning. | 

This term of fixe moneths then, is to be taken according to 
that diflinG@tion, when he faith, tbat fommer and winter, cold and 
beate, feed- time and barv’ft. night and day fhall not ceafe. This fixe 
moneths properly {ets forth unco us the time of feedetime 
and harveft; which cake it throughoutthe earth, with refpe& to 


call grayn, andi: confile fo long time : B<fides, the number fixe 


hath in it che myflery of meancs of increafe 5 for increafe, multi- 
plication, and fruitfolnefic is not brought inin che creation, but 
with the bieffing, whichis the meanes of it: So that fix moneths 


- in this place ie che time aod means of multiplication and increafe, 


which is here fruftrate and bicdercd by che drought unto barren- 
neffe and famine. 

in che my ftery of Chrift, the Sainte of Ged fow unto the fpi- 
rit, 


ir, but the fecd of immortality is loft in the wicked 
nothing unto eternali lite. Alfocthe wicked ». they fow unro the 
Acth, buc cheir feed is loft in the Saints, and comes to noughe, for 
they reap nothing of corruption : So thatin chef three years of 
eternicy there is a fruftvaticn of feed-time and harveft ; an abfo. 
lute fruitle(neffey barrennefs, end famine throughout theearth ; 
the ope anto blifling, in. bringing for:h noching unco the flch 5 
the ocher unto a curfe , iu bringing torch nothing unto the 
fpirit, 3 


Yet men bearemen in hand, and vainly perfwade themfeives 
they can convertimen, and tarn them by their preaching, and 
make chem other things chen they are » whereas the Gofpel only 
declares and difcovers men co appear tobe chat which they are, 
no alteration of a work done once and for ever. 
well fay they can aiake che righteous and joftone a finner, a8 to 
fay. the wicked may become holy, otherwife then as they are once 
and for ever ; for Gads work in man- kind is an eternal] ack, noe 
knowable, buc as himfcJfe confidered one with it. 


They may as 


6. It follows , which is the renewing of his prayer, 


and the effect thereof; 4d he prayed a gaine, aud 
the heavens gave raine, and the earth brought forth ber 


fruit. 


We are not here to take prayer as one biing of a Jater produ- 
Gion then the former, for they are but one conticued and eter 
nall a&, asthe do&rine of the Gofpel is, which is herein com- 
mended unco us ; for the things of God. are comprehended and 
involved one in another : and ir is che skill of a Scribe raughe un- 
to the Kingdome of God, to bring chem out of the treafury, as 
things of old from e:ernity ; and new, asin prefent ule, fitting 
and befeeming the prefent oration and-o | 
therefore is like thax, where the Apoftle faich, My little children, 
of whom I travel in birth againe, till.Chrift-be formed in you; notas 
though they had now dcfuced Chsift, who before was formed in 


them : boc he declares hereby the ‘ff Ct of his doétrine, from 
which (ome were turned afide ynto the rudiments of the Law,, a8 


‘unto. 


» they reap 


pportunity. This phrafe 


xX. 


Sos (GAS) 
_unto another Gofpel, which he faith isnot another, but the fame 
Gofpel perverted by falfe Teacherg > selling them that fome are 
entangled with the yoke of bondsge thereby; for he that is bound 
to any particular of che carnal] commandement, as ro be circune 
cifed, or any outward form of bodily a&ion; Hp j bound to keepe 
tie whole law, and (hews that fuch bave abolifhed Chri 
from grace; fuch ¢ffe& he fhews his DoGrine hed cffome, asa fa- 
vour of death unto death: but there were others unto whom hee 
there {peaks , on whon: his do&cine had a more noble eff: &, as 
being a favour of life; Therefore he (aith » My little children, of 
whem I trav-iin birth againe ; or | have broughe y 
fecond a, but in another manner and Way, 
ming of Chriftin you, or framing ¥Ou into 
Son of God once and for ever, 

Even fo ic is here, He prayed againe ; thatis > the fpirit of inter- 
cefion hath a fecondary, or other manner of effk& then thae 
which is before fpecified, not another prayer, bat another man- 
ner of wonder accomplifhed by the fame prayer, for now the heae 
vens gave raine, and the earth brings forth ber fruit. 

We areto know then, that as the Gofpel opens the treafuries 
of the Kingdome of God unto an abundant frecdome, liberty, 
and plenty of the going forth and exercife of the {pirit of grace 
in the Saints, even as water poured upon the thirfty, and floods upon the 
dry ground, through chat office of interceffion peculiar unto our 
Eliab, without any hinderance or engagement of any bond of the 
Hefh; when through the (picic of prayer, that cloud of witneffe 
or rayn of liberalicy arifeth, as a hand or adminiflration thereof, 
even as the word of che Lord is fayd to come by the hand of Hag- 
gie, and by the hand of Malachie, and by the hand of all the Pro- 
poeta, which fo cevereth the heavens, as no parching fun of the 
beams of mans wifdome and device rakerh Place, no more then 
they dee in thofe over-(hadowings ot the Virgin, by that holy 
f{piric of Godin the produ@icn of Chrift. v 

Even (0 doth Prayer fec at bberty the works ofthe flefh in the 
men of the world, by opening the {) aces and Hood-gares cherecf 


ou forth, noting 
namely to the for- 
the fimilictude of the 


unto condemnation and deftreGion ; tor the waters of che preat 


deep, myftery, or botromlefie pir, are opened for che di ftcu@ion 
of tac worid, es weil as the tlood-gates of heaven for the fafety of 
. OR ie tae Noab, 


» and are fajn. 


me oe 


% 
m™ 


es 


RAY ae eel eS 
=~ 


Ss 


Et set haan 
apa 1 | See by ROE Bis 


Lok. ae ress. 
Noab and his houfheld, in bearing up the Ark fifteen cubits above. 


the great mountayns of the Scates of this earth , or of the world. 
And this prayer doth not fimply, accidentally, but minifterially 


and cffeQually in che fame fence, That the Go/pell i a faucur of 


death unto death. Not only by gleaning of all the fruits of righ- 
tcouinefle out-of the wifdome of the Serpent, or men of the 
world, which cen'red in the Saints, are the proper caule of the 
tranicendencies of cheircfate above all humane excellencics , fo 
doth it alfo gleane all the’ vicious defires of the fi:th out of that 
flate and condition of Chrift, centring them in that ftate of un- 
belicfe, whereby man defcends infinitely beneath a ftace of fim- 
ple, humane, or properties of a meer creature, and by fafhioning 
and corrupting the holy things ot God, becomes fatanicall, and 
diabolicall, and {uch as feck to finde an «xcellent or commenda. 
ble betwixt chefe cwayn, it cannot be better defcribed or diciph«= 
red ( for the folidity ofit) then by that partition that divides 
Purgatory and Hell, in thofe ot that mercinary conceipt. 
 Theaburdance of fpirit therefore inthe Sainte, and that plen- 
ty of the {pirit of the Prince of the power of the ayre which now works 


_ inthe children of difebedtence, hold preportion in way of Antith:= 


fis, otherwile an infinite and an eternal] wrath could not take 
place in the wicked, as an infinice and eternal] glory doth in the 
Saints. py uh pe THEE | 

For be made but one 5 {peaking of that ftate of Chrift ( with an 
elegant allufion unto the high Prieft ) and wherefore but one ? {ee- 
ing he had abundance of {pirit, namely that there might be a ho- 
ly feed ; chat whatfoever the fruics are, that are by one Lord 
‘Jefus Chrift, of the fame nature and dignicy are all the fruits of 
happineffe produced and brought forth by that one myftical and 
{pirituall body , andfoinadiameter refpe&vare all the fruiis of 
fia in che wicked. | WMG 

This plenty inthis two-fold refpe& is fignified by warning gi- 
vento Ahab, to betake himfelfeto his Chariot, for Theare a noy/e 
of much raine,, which Ahab flyes from.as a terrible thing, as it 
contayns.the fpirit of Eliab, beraking himfelfe to Chariot and 
horfe in the furnitares-of this world : and Eliab flyes from ic, as - 


. ithath the fpirit of Abab and Jezebel, as that which brings deftru- 


&ion upon them, only hee betakes himf{clfe co che ftrength of 
i | | 3 Gods 
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Gods fpirit to take the gates of Ie/reel. : | 
~ The plenty of Elzab’s ipiric is teen and caught in that duration: 
and plenty in the cruie of oyle, and barrell of meale ; raifing up 
the womans fonne from death to lite, and annoynting Hazael 
and Feb tor the suine of Ababs houle ; Elibato.be a Prophet in 
his ttead, and in the deflruG&ion of ali thofe falfe Prophets of 


Baal. a Bee 


~ 


And the plenty of the rayn of that {pirit of wickednefle appears 
in Abab and Fexebel , their ccuclty towards the Prophec of God, 
their miferable and horrible overthrow, and in their defice and 
endeavour to nourifhand maintayn fuch plenty of a falfe fpiric 


of prophefie upon the face of che earch, and in chis plenty of rain, -, 
f{eed-time, and harveft are continued ; for che world fow unto the | 4 
| Acth, and che fiefhthey reap and inherit corruption ; and the 74 


Saints fow unto the ipiric, and inherit everlafting life.. ‘= 3 
And from this power of prayer he affumes the power and ver- & 
: tue of doGrine, in which he concludes the Epiffle, co fhew that 
: where the power and vertue of the one refides, there is the power 
and vertue of the ocher. The prayer of Faich is never withouc 
the (piric of Prophefie : and prophclie according to the fpiris, is. 
never without the life 4nd power of prayer; and where one of 
thefeis wanting, they are both abfent from that party, inthe 
true exercife of them ; fora formall prayer is never accompanyed. 
with the life and power of found do&rice : bur as they have 
compofed a prayer by mans invention, gathering up cxpreflions 
{utable in the underftanding of aman, fo do they compote ado- 
&rine from Libraries , School-diftin@ions , andtrom a ferious 
 obfervation of the carriage and demeanour of one creature to- 
. wards another, only bringing G-dinto theaccounr, by turning 
ibe glory of the incorruptible God into the fimilitude of a corrsp: ible mere, 
| and of birds, four-footed beafts, and of creeping things. tris noc Ui 
| yerfitice, books, and Librarics, that can transter che (piritof the 
Scriptures; no nor the skill in thofe Languages wherein chey 
were originally written, without the fame fpirit comment upon 
chemin our hearts, by which thcy wer: firflindiud fc ig che fpi- 
ritthat indiced them, thac gives che meaning of chem, and noc 
“the hand thac writes or cranfleces, no more then paper and 
inke can doe it. Withouc which fpiric, lecus-ule all meanes 
and 
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pick at the bark, 
and rinde of truths, and cracking of a fhell, voyd and deflicute of 
any kernell, better then a gate ot bitterneis co be found in it ;and 
fuch as compofe their Sermons of fuch ftuffe, their prayers are no 
better, however they may thew the zeale of Baals PricMs in the ute 
tering of them. | 

But true prayer carries the force of the Do&rine of the Gofgel 
in ir, by jadging of the want and fupply » according unto God, 
and crue dodrine hath the power of prayer going forth in it for 
the etfeQuall performance of the things thar are taught, and nei. 
ther the one northe other confit ofany form or ftatue that any 
beok or Library can peflibly bring and reprefent unto us; for the 
vifions and operations of God are never found in the (:me form 
and time as at another, all circumflances ducly weighed and con- 
fidered. | , 

Yer may wenotdeny, but the fime words may be ufed often 
and again in prayer or dotrine, but with a various re(peet, as 
this wonder of Eliah ts broughe in,wich refpe& to years, months, 
diyes, and poynts of time: fo Chrift prayed in the fame words 
thrice, but with variety and eternity of refpe&, for the cup for e- 
ver pafleth by him, and touchech him no-, as man is eternally fa- 
vid in that’bleffed condition of the Son of God, and it rakes cf- 
fect , as the Sonne of God is transformed by the world into the 
curfed ftace and condition : Forif we make the death of Chrift 
according to the crue myftery of it, wherein falvacion doth con- 
fift, co be of leffe continuance then eternity 3 wee fhall annihilete 
Chrift, and make falvation ic felfe of no longer continuance; for 
if Chrift once dye uno the ficth in the godly, he never fives unco 
icany more ; And if he once be dead inthe wicked » in refped of 
his proper fpiric and life, ic is never repatred in chem agayn, for 
then there were not eceranl] perdition, which the word of God 
‘hatch conimended unto us upon like grounds of certainty, that it 
hath done everlafting life : Thac word trai flated , was dead and is 
alive, is read i dead and is alive; as the {ame word, Iam an Apcftle, 
is uted in the prefenc tence, Do&rineand prayer are infeparable 
companions, even as Kingdome and Prieft-hood are, as herein 
the way of Chrift, even fo in che world in che way of Antichrift, 
and thus the connexion of the next point is broughcin 
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| Verl. 19,20. Brethren, if any of yor have erred frou ee 
| the truth, and one hath converted him, %e. - 


In which words obferve; = | 3 


1. A propofition confifting of two points ; As 
1. Errour from ibe truth, (e 
2. Arcftauration, i a 


2. Obferve an injunction, and that bath two parts alfa. a 
1. To acknowledge or make a confeffion of an eftate er ad. * 4 gg 
2. The party that is fo to do, and that #, He that hath turned fi 4 
from errour. | 


3- The fate and condition, or at done, and that confifts of two 
tings. 
1. Death, 
2. The biding of a multitude of fius. 


Ui fi: f obferve the terme or appellation he gives as before he 

nath done, Brethren. By brethren here, is meant a like bro- 
ther-hood, asin Efay and Facob, which are often fo called « Was q 
not, or is not Eau Jacobs brother, faith the Lord ? Yet Ihave loved Fa~ ig 
ob, and ba’ed Efau, and layd bis mountaine waft for ever. So the Apa- | 
file hath refpeCt to the wicked, at brethren ina true fence to the godly, 
becaufe they confft of the fame matter and {udflance 5 that is, God. 
and man made one in the wifdome of the flefh, as the Saints con- 
fit of Godand man made one,, but according to the wifdome of 
the fpirir. 

If one of you, or if any of you 5 Vf one of you, that is, asa Nation 
conlidercd collectively in Efau, as the Oracle faidro Rebecka, 
Tmo mations are in thy womb: or any of you; that is, dift; ibutively, 
or diftinGly, and (o it comprehends al! the Apoftates and Revoj- 
ters from God, or all vertues or excellencics in the Saints, from 
which they are fallen, ard have erred and gone eftray. If any, 
that is, man and man, one or other, or thing and thing, oneand 
other whatfocver is in. the Son of God, 
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Erred from the. irueth 5 that is, gone aftray, and wandred from 
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~thac which is che reality and {ubfittance of all things, which is 


Chrift the Son of God: And co erre in this place, isnot fimply 
for a meer creature to declyne and goaway from his Creator 3 
bic co pervertym-apply , and wrongfully co incerpret the very 
things of God themfclves, turning his glory into {bame, bis truth into. 
alye ; therefore they erre from tcuth,as having been in ics for that, 
which was, is, and ever fhall be rigbteoufneff2 and holineffe of truth, 
they have perverted unto prophanefie and wick<dnetle, by inter. 
precing the things ot God co be fuch as the proper {piric of a crew 
aiure naturally rings forth, {fo chat ic isa diabolical fpirie 
which this errourts tormed into. eters 
' The particle (if) is not here co be taken as making queftions, 
‘or doubt whether there be fuch a fwerving fromtruth, but as’a 
certaine affirmation, that fuch chere are, asthe Avoftle explayns 
the Prophets meaning, where it is fayd, Unto whom I fware in my 
wrath (it) they (ball enter into my reff: which che A voft’c expounds, 
They fhall not enter into bis reff, as an abfolare cercainty : And fo 
there is of one converting or turning from e:rour into truth, in 


hac wonderfull change chac the Sone of God makes in our na= 


ture, for it is impoflile that he (hould be held of death + buras 
certainly as he layes down his life in the wicked , {o muft he cake 
it agayn in the godly , otherwife chere were an annihilation of 
him whois the Author and ftrength of all things, which is im- 
poffisle. - : , ‘i 

_ And in this change or turning, We are not to take it as the 
fimple and fingte fpirit of acreacure turned, but the compleat 


{piric of him who is the Son of God ; for as che Apoftle {peaks of 


prayer, We know not bow to pray as we ought, but the fpirit maketh in- 
tercefion for us. Icianotche fpiric of God, without the {piric of 
ehe creature, for shen there could bene.want to be fupplyed : fo 
chat the whole {pirit of Chriftianiry p: ayeth, viz. God andiman 
in unity ; foiris here, the fpiric that turns, is God and manin 
unity, ‘and is as true a change from that which is, and cver fhall 
be Satanicall , as the wicked erre from that which is, and ever 
fhall be holy and righteous,and they are both of one and che fame 
time, in the rife of them ; For in the beginning was the word, and 
that word is with God, and is God : And Satan is a lyar from the begin- 
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ning, and abode tot i8 tru'b, no more then Chrifts foule was leftin bell, 
or that holy one fuffered to fee corruptiun , but was ever taughc inthe 
way of life, and in that reall prefence, at whofe right band there is 
fullneffe of joy for evermore : Therefore the Prophet faich, thae 
Chriti comes meek and lowly, faving himfelfe, that iz, compleat- 
ly, and not apartonly : and therein the worth and dignity of 
falvation ftands, that ic hath thae weight, fubftance of account, 
and reckoning in it; and upon this ground the Difciples are 
comforted againft al] feare whatfoever, where itis faid, Are not 
twe fparrows fold for a farthing , and yet one of them falls not tothe 
ground without the good will of your beavenly father 2? of bow much more 
worth are ye then many {parrows ? Can you feta price and rate of fo 
mean a thing, and doth God take care forthe prefervation of it? 
Of what efteem, price, and refpec then is the ftate of a Chriftian ? in 
which nota part, but the compleat {pirie of the Son of God ie 
involved, and by a ranfome given, and paydin the world pro« 
portionable thereunto purchafed. This point containg a myfte- 
ry, which the common Prieft-hood of the world ( fo far as I have 


heard or feenin books ) is aleogether ignorant of, though life 
and death, yea the {pring and originall fountaine of all things is 
involved in ic : So much for the propofition, the injun&icn 
followes. 


Le him know, or acknowledge, &c. 


The word (let ) is of like fignification here, that it is in the be= 

ginning ; Let there be light, let us make man, &c. having the power 

_ of acommand, and vertue of propagation to bring forth, being 
of the nacure of the word Amen, fo be it ; or (0 it thall be without 
all gainfaying or contradiGion, having in it a creating power 
and vertue to give being to the thing uttered. 

That is, that the party thus turning, or curncd ; for both are 
true, and the word implies both, one that turns, and one turn 
ed, for both are in chat ftace of Chrift : and he that preacheth any 
thing but Chrift and him crucified, he goes beycnd cur Apoftle as 
far as the common apoftacy. 

The word Let, rhen, eftablifheth in the heart of him ( and na 
other ) thas turneth a {inner from the errour of his way , a cer- 

| 3 7 tain 


_taine power of acknowledgment of fuch a condition , or royall 
and noble a&s, which here follows: but firft fee here the nature 
of the confeflion or acknowledgment of fin , it bis way that wur- 
neth naturally, but it is confeffed to the change, or converting ig. 
unto the ftate of che Sonne of God ; even as. truth may be fayd { 
to be their way naturally, who arein errour, buat they have perver- 4 
ted the fame into fallhood, turning the truth of God into alye, and: 
bis grace into wantonneffe : fo chat their way ( withrefpe& to chat 
which they have perveried ) is holineffe, and is, and ever (hall be 
fo in Chrift; but there remayns nothing but fin and .wickednefle 
_ in the perverters thereof. a 
So alfo a Chriftian may confeffe that the evill of fin and errour. 
ishis way, with refpe& to that which is converted, and is, and. 
ever {hall be fo in the wicked : but in that flate of che curned and 
converted, there is no fin nor errourto be foundacalh; thereig 
then arealicy of the Saints confeffion of their fin, but it isco the | 
removing of ic to another, where ic abides for ever , as there is a. 
reall confeflion of aholy one in the wicked, but itis everin re- 
moving ig unto another, which they are not ,. which ig the pro= 
per fpiric of Python, that unper{waded or unfaithed one; as the ‘ 
Apoftle gives che wicked the ticle of Apeitheis, unper (waded, or : 
difobedient : fo that their acknowledgment of holineffe in another 
fubliftance, is the unfaiching or unbetrothing of-the foule from. 
y God, it is its proper and perpetuall divorce. 
‘i So that he that knows not how to clear the flate of Chriftiani- 
ty from fin, and fill che world with wickedneffe, he will come to. 
make a bankrupt-like account, when ever his eftace comes to be 
difcovered :. Therefore the wealthy eftate, noble a@s, and royall 4 
prerogatives following , are only entailed and made over to him. s 
that turns the finner from the errour of his way ; errour colle-- 
i Gively, as all confidered in one, otherwile Chrift-is por cleered,. 4 
and made the holy one of God, and then not rifen from the dead. 1 
Weare yet in our fins , the fubftance of the common do@rineat 
this day in the world. | 
\m The firft point or a@ of honour given to him that turns, I$, 
that be faves a foule from death ; not as the world thinks by preach- 
ing the terrours of the Law, and frighting men from fome groffe 
and bruicifh a&ts, they have thereby converted and faved foulssthe 
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moft part of chofe that thus fave,did ftrive to pluck men one of the 
hands of the Bifhope, that che people might be inftraments to lift 
them up into the like feac, if not worfe ; no fuch converfion coms 

"in here, itis abbominable: but it is a true and faichfull di@ribu- 
tion and opening of Gods righteous and holy manner of work- 
ing, in the abfolution of his holy fon made fin, in being acquit — 
from all fin, and the juft condemnation of that wicked one, who 
in being made Lucifer, the morning flarre, became the Prince and 
power of darkneffe ; From fuch an originall we muft fetch falva- 
tion and deftru&ion, or elfe all our do&rine of the decree of ele- 
&ion and reprobation , will prove no better then reprobate fil- 
ver, not pafling for currant in the Kingdome of God. 

y. Buc che thing to be acknowledged by fuch a one, as turns, 
or is turned, is, he faves 5 chat is, the power and fpiric of the Savi- 
our is there: when once we know of what nature the fpiric of 
the world is, namely , that wee are of God, and the world is of ibat 
wicked one ¢ then wee {hall learn to acknowledg, that falvacion 
never appears, but there isthe Saviour ; wee thinke to honour 
Chriftby binding him up io one individual! man ;in point of the 
myfery of the Gofpel, ic is a carnalland humane honour , not 
befeeming the Son of God; the common Prieft-hood hath blind- 
ed and befotted she world in this point, fetting up an idoll in 
mens minds, and not the myftery of life that is by Chrift: bus i¢ 
is taken for blafphemy in thele dayes, to talk of the Son of God, 
or a Saviour any where, but as lockt up ina humane body in 
heaven, chat men may ftand herein his room, till he return from 
thence, to fuck up all che glory of the earth, sag 

Te was noc fo in ages paft, and men fpirituall ; for Fofoaah, Mo- 

fes Minifter, was called Fefu, a Saviour, as the Apoftle interprets 

his name, andthe Lord acknowledgeth in raifing up Judgesin 

Jiraell, chat he raifed up Saviours untothem. And Paul was not 

affraid to cell Timmothie, that in taking beed to himfelfe 5 that is, 

how God hath compofed falvation in his confifting in Chrift, 
and unto learning or dodrine ; thatie, how it ought tobe layd out 
and diftribured co others, that in fo doing, be (hould be a Saviour of 
bitafelfe, and them that beare bim. hist? 
2. Afecond point is, what be faves; thatis, a foule, ora lifes 
shis.ig not meant of the life of a si creatures but it is the eF 
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there is no life of man-kind, but either the life of the Saviour, or 
ele the life of Sathan, that deftroyer ; for heaven and earth con- 
fpire together inthe making of man. Let us ( {peaking wich re- 
{pet cochat plurality ) ia our image; thatis, in our image earth= 
ly, as well as heavenly ; for there is a heavenly body , and there 
is an earthly body , and God is as juft and righteous in the ma- 
King of the one, as of che other, and every way as honourable, 
the one in mercy, and the other in feverity : And man cannot be 
known ina fimple a& of creation, for that multiplies him not ; 
but propagation or generatioa muft be brought in alfo, elfe the 
fon of God, nor the feed of the Serpent can be known, & fo both 
are brovghce forth in that firft a& of generation in Cain and Abel, 
wherein the feed of the Serpent appears in the fame a& a8 in Jacob 
and Efau., together with Chriftin Abel, dead by Caine in the {pi- 


Tit, and in Seth, that fett one in life for evermore, who is-{ee in the 


room of Abel, crucificd in tke world : So chat the life of Chriff, 
and of Antichrift are both from one a&, even from as early dayes 
the oneasthecther, and without the true knowledg of that, we 
Know neither of them : and for other life in man-kind, we know 
none worthy the name of life beyond other creatures > but asit 


- ferves.to the fetcing forth of the one or of the other of thefe, and 


fo they tranfcend the life ofall other creatures, as far as the image 
of God did the frame of any other creature, or that earthly i- 
mage defcends below them all, even to a bottomleffe pit, which 
no other creature is fubje&ed unto, but only man. a 

3: Thereisathird point what he faves from, that is, death, 
namely a death that holds correfpondency with that iafiniteand 
eternall life of the Son of God, in way of Parathefis in all pointe, 
for Chrift is faved from whatfoever Sathan is,hath,or undergoes: 
and Sathan is deftroyed from whatfoever Chrift is, hach, or ig ad- 


vanced unto; therefore that conceie chat Sathan was an Angell, 


that ia a meere creature at the firft, and in acceptation with God 
is ameer humane tradition, and philofophicall &@ion, and is a 
point of greater concernment then men are aware of; for it is as 


. fafe eo fay, thar the fon of God was for a time-out of the Fathere 
. | favours 


age he Son of God, as our Apoftfe afficms 5 Now I live, yet not I, but | 
ae Chrift lives in me ; and the life which I now live, is by, or inthe faith of 
+ the jonne of God. So that a Chriftians life is che life of Chrift: and 
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“favour, asto hold that the Devill at any time was in acceptation = 


with God, for whatfoever is out of Gods favour, can never re= 
‘turn into againe; and whatis accepted of hia for a moment, cay 
never be rej Ged. Peg 

2. A fecond royalty, or a& of fame chat is to be acknowledg. 
cd by him who turns the finner from the errour cf bis way, chan. 
ging him inco eruth ic felfe, that is, the covering or biding of a mul 
titude of fixs. | | 

This is taken from the {peech of Solomon, haired flirreib up frrife, 
but love covereth all fins, which our Apoftle calls a mmltitude of fins : 
the word fignifies the deep of the troubled ocean, intimating that 
huge multitude of corcuring and troubling tre(paffes , proper to 
that great gulfe of che botcomlefie pic. | 

Now toturn from the error of a mans way, if to turn to truths 
and no man can turn to truth, but by that unicy chat is in Cheift; 
noneturnstocruth, but hee chat becomes truth; for chere is no 
germe or title given in Scripture, butbeing rightly interpretted 
and rightly applyed, che cruth, fubftance, and being of the thing 
is there; for God ufeth no expreflion, but he incends under that 
the truth and fubftance of the thing expreffed : To turn to truth, 
is not only truth in word, but truth in a& alfo, yeato be that very 
thing as Chrift faich, J am the way, the truib, and tbe life. 

Now that unity that is in Chriftis che fulfilment and complea- 
ting of the Jaw of the Spirit ; for if the love of Chrift be in us, and’ 
conftrayn ustoiall acknowledgments of him, we know that love’ 
is the fulfilling ofthe Law ; and where the Law is falfilled , chere 
fin utters not ite-voyce, nor hath it a face to appear, itis altoge- 
ther hid and covered forever. Chriftis the ead and fcope of the 
Jaw for righteoufneffe, and more it aymes not 22, nor more it 
cannot require 5.for it és the fonne of God that i juftified , who then 

all condemn bim ? The law is fully fatisfied, from what ground 
chen (hall any accufe ? yea our Apoftle faith, that the righteoufneffe 
‘of the law is fulfilled in us that walke not after the fleth, but after the 
{pirit : No biding of fin therefore but by fulfilling of the law: but what 
law ? not the lawof the carnall commandement, generally taughe 
in the world, by which no flefh can be juftified, but it is the law of : 
the {pirit of life which is inChrift Fefus 5 or which confifts in that 
uncion, office, or {pirit.of the Saviour. 
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ou(neffe is hid and covered in chem, yea even by fulfilling the law 
of the ficth ; for she more they conform themfelves thereunto, the 
_ more their condemnation doth appear : for it is nor becaufe men 


they cannot bejuitified thereby, but becaufe they do any of them ; 
for it is againft the nacure of chat law of the carnall Commande 
_ mene and every part thereof co jaflifie, for it is ice proper nature 
and office to condemn; for we may as well fay, that the law of the 
- fpirit of life which is in Chrift Fe fms, is alaw of finanddeath, as to 


compleat per formance of it.. For every part thereof is a breach of the 
Taw of the {pirit : And whatfoever is a breach of the law of the {pirity 
is a crucifying of the Son of God afrefh, and putting of him to 
open (hame : fo chat every performance of thelaw of the flefh ac- 
cording co the intent thereof, isa breach of the fame law of the 
{piric; and he that breaks one, breaks all, therefore all rightes. 
oufne(s is hid and covered in the wicked ; even fo che true keeping 
_of the law of the fpirit of faithin any parc of it, is a nullifying 


fin and death is found in them, all fing and forrows are hid and 
covered ; therefore the man is bleffed whofe tre{pafs is forgiven, whofe 
fin is covered: Bleffed s the man, and be only, unto whom the Lord im- 
._ puteth, accouuteth, or reckoneth not iniquity, and in whofe fpirit there is 
po guile, Amen. | 
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fay, the law of the carnall command can give.life or peace, ne not inthe | 


of the whole law of the carnall Command ; therefore nolaw of 
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